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O F 

JOHN  DONELLAN,  Esq, 


THE  prifoner  being  placed  at  the  bar,  the  clerk  of 
the  arraigns  read  the  following  indictment : 

WARWICKSHIRE. 

The  jurors  for  our  lord  the  king,  upon  their  oath  pre- 
fent,  that  JOHN  DONELLAN,  late  of  the  hamlet 
of  Little  Lawford,  in  the  parifh  of  Newbold  upon 
Avon,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  Efq.  not  having  the 
fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  but  being  moved  and 
feduced  by  the  inftigation  of  the  Devil,  and  felonioufly, 
wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  aforethought,  devifing  and 
intending  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  Bart,  to  poifon, 
kill,  and  murder,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Auguft, 
in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign 
lord  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Grear- 
Britain,  trance,  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the 
faith,  &c.  with  force  and  arms  at  the  hamlet  afore- 
faid,  in  the  parifh,  and  in  the  county  aforefaid,  a 
certain  quantity,  to  wit,  two  drachms  of  arfenic,  (beino- 
a deadly  poilon)  felonioufly,  wilfully,  and  of  his 
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malice  aforethought,  did  put,  infufe  in,  and  mix 
together  with  water,  (the  laid  John  Donellan  then 
and  there  well  knowing  the  laid  arfenic  to  be  deadly 
poifon)  and  that  the  faid  JohnDonellan,  the  faid  arlenic 
io  as  aforefaid,  put,  infufed  in,  and  mixed  together 
with  water,  into  and  in  a certain  glafs  phial  bottle  of 
the  value  of  one  penny,  did  put  and  pour,  and  the 
faid  glafs  phial  bottle  with  the  faid  arfenic  put,  infufed 
in,  and  mixed  together  with  water  as  aforefaid  con- 
tained therein,  then  and  there  (to  wit)  on  the  fame 
twenty-ninth  day  of  Auguft,  in  the  twentieth  year  of 
the  reign  of  our  faid  lord  the  king,  with  force  and 
arms  at  the  hamlet  of  Little  Lawford  aforefaid,  in  the 
parilh  of  Newbold  upon  Avon  aforefaid,  in  the  faid 
county  of  Warwick,  felonioufly,  wilfully,  and  of 
his  malice  aforethought,  in  the  lodging  room  of  the 
faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  did  put  and  place, 
in  the  place  and  ftead  of  a certain  medicine  then  lately 
before  prefcribed  and  made  up  for  the  faid  Sir 
Theodoiius  Boughton,  and  to  be  taken  by  the  faid  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton  ; he,  the  faid  John  Donellan, 
then  and  there  felonioufly,  wilfully,  and  of  h's  malice 
aforethought,  intending  that  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton  fhould  drink  and  lwallow  down  into  his 
body,  the  faid  arfenic,  put,  infufed  in,  and  mixed 
together  with  water  as  aforefaid,  contained  in  the 
faid  glafs  phial  bottle,  by  miftaking  the  fame,  as  and 
for  the  faid  medicine  fo  prefcribed  and  made  up  for 
the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  and  to  be  by  him, 
the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  taken  as  aforefaid. 
And  the  jurors  aforefaid,  upon  their  oath  aforefaid, 
do  further  prefent,  that  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton,  not  knowing  the  faid  arfenic  put,  infufed 
in,  aud  mixed  together  with  water  as  aforefaid,  con- 
tained in  the  laid  glafs  phial -bottle,  fo  put  and  placed 
by  the  laid  John  Donellan,  in  the  lodging  room  of 
the  faid  Sir  I heodoflus  Boughton,  in  the  place  and 
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dead  of  thefaid  medicine  then  lately  before  preferibed 
and  made  up  for-  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton, 
and  to  be  taken  bv  him  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton  in  manner  aforefaid,  to  be  a deadly  poifon, 
but  believing  the  dime  to  be  the  true  and  real  medicine 
then  lately  before  preferibed  and  made  tip  for,  and  to 
be  taken  by  him  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton 
afterwards,  (to  wit)  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  Auguft,  in 
the  year  aforefaid,  at  the  hamlet  of  Little  Lawford 
aforefaid,  in  the  parifb  of  Newbold  upon  Avon  afore- 
fad,  in  the  faid  county  of  Warwick,  the  faid  arfenic  fo 
as  aforefaid  put,  infilled  in,  and  mixed  together  with 
water  by  the  faid  John  Donellan  as  aforefaid,  con- 
tained in  the  faid  glafs  phial  bottle,  fo  put  and  placed 
by  the  faid  John  Donellan  in  the  lodging  room  of  him 
thefaid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  in  the  place  and 
Head  of  the  faid  medicine  then  lately  before  preferibed 
and  made  up  for  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton, 
he,  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  did  take,  drink, 
and  lwallow  down  into  his  body,  by  means  of  which 
laid  taking,  drinking,  and  fwallowing  down  into  his 
body  of  the  faid  arfenic,  fo  as  aforefaid  put,  infufed 
in,  and  mixed  together  with  water  by  the  faid  John 
Donellan  as  aforefaid,  he,  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton,  then  and  there  became fick,  anddiftempered 
in  his  body,  of  which  laid  ficknefs  and  diftemper  of 
body,  occafioned  by  the  faid  taking,  drinking,  and 
Iwallowing  down  into  the  body  of  the  faid  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton,  of  the  faid  arfenic  fo  as  afore- 
faid put,  infufed  in,  and  mixed  together  with  water 
by  the  laid  John  Donellan  as  aforefaid,  he,  the  faid 
Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  on  the  laid  thirtieth  day  of 
Auguft,  in  the  year  aforefaid,  at  the  hamlet  of  Little 
Lawford,  in  the  parifh  of  Newbold  upon  Avon,  in 
the  county  of  Warwick  aforefaid,  did  die.  And  fo 
the  jurors  aforefaid,  upon  their  oath  aforefaid,  do  fay, 
that  the  faid  John  Donellan,  him,  the  laid  Sir 
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Thcodofius  Boughton,  in  manner  and  by  the  means 
afore  fa  id,  felonioufly,  wilfully,  and  of  his  malice 
aforethought,  did  poiion,  kill,  and  murder,  againft 
the  peace  of  our  laid  lord  the  king,  his  crown  and 
dignity. 

Second  count. 

And  the  jurors  aforefaid,  upon  their  oath  aforefaid,  fur- 
ther prefmt,  that  the  laid  John  Donellan,  not  having 
the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  but  being  moved  and 
feduced  by  the  inftigation  of  the  Devil,  and  feloni- 
oufiy,  wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  aforethought,  de- 
viling, and  intending  to  kill  and  murder  the  faid  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton,  with  a certain  poifon  called  ar- 
ienic,  on  the  laid  29th  day  of  Auguft  in  the  faid  20th 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  faid  lord  the  king,  with  force 
and  arms,  at  the  faid  hamlet  of  Little  Lawford,  in  the 
faid  parifh  of  Newbold  upon  Avon,  in  the  faid 
county  of  Warwick,  knowing  the  faid  poifon  called 
arfenic  to  be  deadly  poifon,  felonioufly,  wilfully,  and 
of  his  malice  aforethought,  did  mix  and  mingle  the 
faid  poifon,  called  arfenic,  in  water,  and  that  the  faid 
John  Donellan,  felonioufly,  wilfully,  and  of  his 
malice  aforethought,  did  put  and  pour  the  laid  poifon 
called  arfenic,  fo  as  aforefaid  mixed  and  mingled  in 
water,  into  and  in  a certain  glafs  phial,  and  the  faid 
glafs  phial,  with  the  faid  poifon,  called  arfenic,  fo 
mixed  and  mingled  in  water  as  aforefaid  contained 
therein,’  then  and  there,  (to  wit)  on  the  faid  29th  day 
of  Auguft,  in  the  20th  year  aforefaid,  at  the  hamlet 
aforefaid,  in  the  parifh  aforefaid,  in  the  county  afore- 
faid, felonioufly,  wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  afore- 
thought, did  put  and  place  in  the  lodging  room  of 
the  laid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  in  the  dwelling 
ho ufe  of  Dame  Anna  Maria  Boughton,  widow, 
there  fituate,  with  intention  that  the  faid  Sir  1 heo- 
dofius  Boughton  fhould  take,  drink,  and  fwallow 

down  into  his  body  the  faid  poifon  called  arfenic,  fo 
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mixed  and  mingled  in  water  as  a fore  laid,  and  con- 
tained in  the  laid  glafs  phial.  And  the  jurors  afore- 
laid,  upon  their  oath  aforefaid,  further  prefent,  that 
the  laid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  not  knowing  the 
laid  poifon,  called  arfenic,  fo  mixed  and  mingled 
in  water  as  aforefaid,  and  contained  in  the  faid  glals 
phial,  to  be  deadly  poifdn,  afterwards  (to  wit)  on  the 
30th  day  of  Auguft,  in  the  20th  year  aforefaid,  at 
the  hamlet  aforefaid,  in  the  parifti  aforefaid,  in  the 
county  aforefaid,  did  take,  drink,  and  fwallow  down 
into  his  body,  the  faid  poifpn,  called  arfenic,  fo 
mixed  and  mingled  in  water  as  aforefaid,  and  con- 
tained in  the  faid  glafs  phial,  by  means  of  which  faid 
taking,  drinking,  and  fwallowing  down  into  the  body 
of  him  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  of  the  faid 
poifon  called  arfenic  fo  as  aforefaid,  mixed  and  min- 
gled in  water  by  the  faid  John  Donellan  as  aforefaid, 
he  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  then  and  there 
became  fick  and  diftempered  in  his  body,  of  which 
faid  ficknefs  and  diftemper  of  body,  occafioned  by  the 
faid  taking,  drinking,  and  fwallowing  down  into  the 
v body  of  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  of  the 
faid  poifon  called  arfenic  fo  as  aforefaid,  mixed  and 
mingled  in  water  as  aforefaid  by  the  faid  John  Donel- 
lan as  aforefaid,  he  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton 
afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  faid  thirtieth  day  of  Au- 
guft, in  the  twentieth  year  aforefaid,  at  the  hamlec 
aforefaid,  in  the  parifh  aforefaid,  in  the  county  afore- 
faid, did  die.  And  fo  the  jurors  aforefaid,  upon 
their  oath  aforefaid,  do  fay,  that  the  faid  John  Do- 
nellan, in  manner  and  by  the  means  laft  aforefaid, 
felonioufiy,  wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  aforethought, 
did  poifon,  kill,  and  murder  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton,  againft  the  peace  of  our  faid  lord  the  king, 
his  crown  and  dignity. 
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After  the  indi&ment  was  read,  the  prifoner  pleaded 
Not  Guilty,  the  fame  as  he  had  before  done  upon 
his  arraignment.  Mr.  Digby  then  flated  the  indict- 
ment, fho  tly,  to  the  jury,  to  which  he  faid,  the  pri- 
foner had  pleaded  Not  Guilty,  and  that  was  the  iffue 
they  were  to  try.  1 hen  Mr.  Howarth  opened  the  cafe 
at  larg^-,  in  the  following  fpeech  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  The  crime  imputed  to  the 
prifoner  at  the  bar  is  that  of  wilful  murder,  effected  by 
means  the  moft  detefted  and  abhorred  ; an  accufation 
of  fuch  a nature,  naturally  excites  the  indignation  of 
honed  minds  againff  the  criminal — I fhall  not  endeavour 
to  encreafe  it — it  is  your  duty  to  refill  it,  for  the  nature  of 
the  prefent  enquiry  calls  for  your  fober  and  difpaffionate 
attention.  The  offence  is  eafy  of  perpetration,  but  mod 
difficult  of  detedion.  The  murderer,  by  poifon,  is  not 
pointed  out  to  judice  by  the  bloody  marks  of  his  guilt, 
or  the  fatal  indrument  of  his  crime — his  horrid  purpole 
is  planned  in  fecret— executed  without  the  means  of 
prevention — his  guilt  can  only  be  traced  by  circum- 
itances,  but  circumfrances  fometimes  do,  and  in  this 
cafe,  1 trud,  they  will  as  plainly  reveal  the  guilty  hand, 
as  if  a thoufand  witneffies  had  tedified  the  aCtual  com- 
miffion  of  the  crime.  Gentlemen,  it  is  my  duty  to 
date  to  you  thefe  circumdances,  and  I fhall  add  to 
them  fuch  obfervations  as,  in  my  judgment,  the  nature 
of  the  cafe  fairly  affords  ; and  this  I fhall  do  the  more 
readily,  as  I addrefs  you,  fubjeCt  to  the  correction  of  an 
upright  and  difcerning  judge,  who  will  permit  nothing 
to  be  placed  in  the  l'cale  of  juftice,  but  what  ought 
there  to  be  weighed.  Sir  Theodofius  Edward  Alfley 
Boughton,  Bart,  was  a young  man  of  an  ancient  and 
refpeCtable  family  in  this  county — had  he  attained  to 
she  age  of  twenty-one  years,  he  would  have  had  in  his 
own  power,  and  at  his  own  difpofal,  a great  and 
opulent  fortune.  In  the  event  of  his  dying  before 
that  time,  by  much  the  greater  part  of  that  fortune 
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defcended  to  his  filler,  who  is  the  wife  of  the  prifoner, 
Mr.  Donellan,  and  he,  in  her  right,  would  have  been 
entitled  to  a life  eflate  in  this  confiderable  fortune. 
1 he  attaining  this  fortune  was,  doubtlels,  what  induced 
the  prifoner  to  plan  and  execute  this  abominable  crime 
with  which  he  now  hands  charged  ; but,  in  as  much 
as  the  taking  off  a young  man  at  his  time  of  life,  pof- 
feiled  of  a good  conftitution,  aflFefled  by  no  indifpofi- 
tion  that  could  at  all  endanger  his  life,  mult  necelfarily 
be  attended  with  fufpicion,  it  was  found  convenient 
to  prepare  the  minds  of  thofe  who  were  his  neighbours 
and  lived  near  him,  for  an  event  which  the  prifoner  had 
already  determined.  Gentlemen,  you  will  learn  through 
the  witnefies,  that  fora  fhort  time  before  the  death  of 
Sir  fheodofius  Boughton,  the  prifoner  had  taken  many 
opportunities  of  exprelhng  the  very  bad  hate  of  health 
this  young  gentleman  laboured  under,  exprefilng  bis 
opinion,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  him.  to  live,  and  that 
his  life  was  not  worth  one  year’s  purchafe.  The  ac- 
counts you  will  find  were  falfe,  and  the  only  reafon  for 
his  making  ufe  of  them  was  what  I before  fuggefted, 
preparing  the  minds  of  the  people  for  that  event  which 
he  knew  fhortly  was  to  happen. 

Gentlemen,  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  intended  to 
pay  a vifit  to  a young  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Fon- 
nerau,  a friend  of  his,  living  in  Northamptonshire, 
and  intending  to  hay  with  him  till  he  came  of  age,  it 
called  for  the  immediate  execution  of  the  fchcme.  He 
being  attended  by  a Mr.  Powell,  an  apothecary,  for 
a flight  venereal  diforder  he  had  contracted,  in  the 
couile  of  which  he  was  giving  him  fome  cooling  medi- 
cines, furnifhed  too  happy  an  opportunity  for  the  exe- 
cution of  this  deed.  Gentlemen,  you  v'ill  learn,  that 
on  Tuefday  evening,  the  29th  of  Augrh,  Mr.  Powell 
made  up  a draught,  which  was  fent,  ly  the  fervant,  to 
Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  for  the  ipurpofe  of  being 
taken  upon  the  next  morning,  the  Wednefday.  It  was 
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perfectly  well  known  to  the  prifoner,  that  Sir  Theo- 
dofius  was  to  take  that  phyfic — you  will  learn  from  Mr. 
Powell,  that  phyfic  was,  in  itfelf,  as  harmlefs  a draught 
as  could  be  adminiftered  to  any  body.  The  medicine 
was  brought  to  Lawford  Hall  early  in  the  evening, 
upon  the  Tuefday  the  29th.  About  five  o’clock  that 
evening,  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  taking  with  him 
molt  of  the  men  fervants,  went  to  the  river,  for  the 
purpofe  of  taking  the  diverfion  of  filhing.  Lady 
Boughton  and  Mrs.  Donellan  were  walking  fome 
hours  in  the  garden  together;  where  the  prifoner  was, 
I believe,  cannot  be  explained  to  you,  but  you  will 
learn  that  he  joined  them  in  the  garden,  about  feven 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  upon  joining  them,  he  told 
them  he  had  been  with  Sir  Theodofius  a filhing;  that 
he  was  folicitous  for  his  return  home,  and  that  he  was 
apprehenlive,  by  his  (laying  fo  late  by  the  river,  he 
would  take  cold.  You  will  find  that  this  account  was 
not uue  ; he  had  not  been  with  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton 
any  oart  of  that  evening  a filhing.  What  motive,  or 
what  inducement  he  could  have  to  tell  them  this  falfe- 
hood,  you  will  conjefture  and  decide  upon,  if  you  are 
able.  It  feemed,  however,  necelfary  that  he  lhould 
account  for  his  abfence  that  evening,  though  he  does 
it  at  the  expence  of  truth.  When  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton  returned  in  the  afternoon  from  filhing,  he 
was  then  perfeflly  in  health  and  good  fpirits,  and  gave 
fome  directions  concerning  the  family,  eat  his  fupper, 
and  went  \o  bed  apparently  in  good  health.  It  will  be 
proved  to  you,  by  a fervant,  that  about  fix  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  he  appeared  in  perfett  good  health,  that 
he  got  out  of  his  bed  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  fome- 
thing  out  of  the  clofet  the  fervant  wanted,  and  in  his 
apprehenlion,  he  had  never  feen  him  better : in  about 
an  hour  afterwards,  about  feven  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, Lady  Boughton  got  up;  Ihe  went  into  the  room 
of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  as  he  had  before  delired 
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her  to  give  him  the  medicine  when  fne  was  able  to  do 
it.  She  went  for  the  purpofe  of  enquiring  of  him 
whether  he  had  taken  his  phyfic,  or  whether  he 
thole  that  floe  fbould  give  it  him.  He  defired  her 
to  reach  down  the  draught  that  was  (landing  upon 
the  fhelf  in  his  bed  room.  Then  there  is  this 
very  fingular  circumtlance  attending  the  manner  in 
which  thofe  draughts,  which  formerly  had  been  locked 
up  by  Sir  Theodoffus  in  his  clofet,  fhould  afterwards 
come  to  be  placed  upon  the  fhelf  in  the  bed  room ; 
and  the  manner  in  which  that  will  be  accounted  for 
is,  that  he  once  complained  that  he  had  neglefled 
taking  his  phyfic  at  the  time  appointed  for  him,  upon 
which  the  prifoner,  Donellan,  laid,  you  fhould  not 
lock  your  phyfic  up  ; if  you  leave  it  on  the  fhelf  in 
your  bed  room,  it  is  not  pofiible  then  you  can  negledt 
it ; it  will  be  before  your  eyes,  and  it  will  be  ready 
for  you  to  take  it  when  you  want  it ; this  is  a very 
fingular  and  an  extraordinary  fa£l.  Lady  Boughton 
reached  the  draught  from  the  fhelf,  and  poured  it  into 
a cup  for  the  purpofe  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton’s 
taking  it;  he  had  not  fwallowed  above  half  of  it,  when 
he  complained  that  it  was  fo  naufeous  in  its  tafte,  and 
lo  difagreeable  in  its  Imell,  he  did  not  apprehend  he 
fhould  be  able  to  keep  it  upon  his  ftomach : this  obfer- 
vation  led  Lady  Boughton  to  fmell  to  the  draught, 
and  the  Imell  of  it  was  extremely  particular*,  fhe  will 
defer | be  it  to  you,  that  it  gave  her  the  idea  of  the  take 
of  bitter  almonds  ; fhe,  however,  gave  him  the  cup 
again,  and  he  1 wallowed  the  whole  of  the  draught; 
then  he  defied  her  to  furnifh  him  with  a bit  of  cheefc 
to  put  in  his  mouth,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  away 
the  difagreeable  ta fhe  ; (he  then  gave  him  a little  water, 
with  which  he  wafhed  his  mouth,  and  f pit  it  out;  then 
he  lay  down  in  order  to  compofc  himfclf,  and  in  a very 
few  minutes  after  he  had  lwallowed  this  draught  he 
appeared  to  be  affected  to  a confiderable  dem-ee  • his 
ftomach  heaved  violently,  his  eyes  feemed  very  much 
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affeded,  and  thefe  emotions  Lady  Boughton  at  that 
time  conceived  to  be  his  efforts  to  keep  the  medicine 
upon  his  ftomach,  he  having  ftatcd  his  apprehenfions, 
that  from  the  difagreeable  tafte  of  it,  it  would  be  diff 
ficulc  for  him  to  do  ic ; {he  took  no  further  notice  of  it 
at  that  time,  and  in  a few  minutes  afterwards  he  became 
more  compofed  •,  Lady  Boughton  upon  that  quitted 
the  room,  conceiving  he  was  going  to  deep;  Ihe  re- 
turned again  in  about  ten  minutes  after,  when,  to  her 
inexpreffible  affondhment,  ike  found  this  young  man  in 
the  agonies  of  death,  his  eyes  fixed,  his  teeth  clenched, 
his  ftomach  indeed  heaving  with  fome  violence,  and  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  foam  iffuing  from  his  mouth, 
and  he  died  m about  half  an  hour  afterwards,  in  the 
manner  that  will  be  delcribed  to  you  by  Lady  Bough- 
ton, and  another  witnefs. 

It  perhaps  here  may  be  enquired  what  this  poilon 
could  be,  Io  fatal  in  its  effects,  and  fo  inffantaneous  in 
its  operation  ! It  is  hardly  material  in  the  prelent  cafe, 
what  the  poifon  was,  if  you  are  latislied  in  your  minds 
he  was  in  fad  poiioned. — That  he  was  poifoned,  no 
man  exercifing  his  fpber  judgment  upon  the  occafion, 
can  pollibly  entertain  a doubt. — A young  man,  lome- 
\vhat  better  than  twenty  years  of  age,  having  a good 
conftitution,  labouring  under  no  diforder  that  could  in 
the  fmalleft  degree  endanger  life.  The  1 wallowing  of 
that  draught  was  followed  with  the  immediate  fymptoms 
- which  I hav,e  now  deferibed  to  you.  No  man,  who 
hears  thefe  circumftances  related,  can  for  a moment 
doubt,  that  poifon  produced  thole  effeds.  But  the  ex- 
periments made  by  learned  and  intelligent  men  in  the 
proleffion  will  fatisfy  you,  if  you  fhould  want  fatifac- 
tion  upon  that  head,  that  this  poifon  certainly  was  a 
diflillation  of  laurel  water. 

Gentlemen,  I fhall  forbear  to  give  the  realons  ot 
their  judgment,  becaule  you  will  hear  it  bettei  tiom 

their  own  mouths:  but  this  is  a fad  which  you  will  learn 
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correttly  from  Lady  Boughton,  that  be  the  draught 
what  it  will  that  fhe  adminiftcred,  moft  clearly  it  was 
not  the  draught  fent  by  the  apothecary,  for  the  fmell 
of  the  draught  which  fhe  adminiftered  is  as  different 
from  that  fent  by  the  apothecary  as  it  is  poffible  for  any 
two  things  to  be— that  faft  therefore  will  be  clear  and 
out  of  all  controverfy. 

Gentlemen,  there  is  a circumftance,  and  a very  im- 
portant one  indeed  upon  this  trial,  which  goes  to  eft  a-* 
blifh  the  ftrong  probability  that  this  poifon  was  a diftil- 
lation  of  laurel  water.  That  the  prifoner  at  the  bar, 
before  this  villainy,  was  pofifeffed  of  a ftilf — I /ball 
prove  that  he  worked  that  fUll — that  within  a month  of 
the  deash  of  this  young  man,  he  frequently  was  con- 
fined, locked  up  in  his  own  room,  where  he  ufed  to 
diftil  a variety  of  ingredients  in  it.  This  ftill  was  after- 
wards produced  by  him,  about  a fortnight  after  the 
death  of  this  young  man,  filled  with  lime.  I will  tell 
you  what  I conceive  it  was,  and  you  will  be  apt  to 
conjedture  what  was  the  reafon  for  filling  it  with  lime; 
If  the  ftill  had  been  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
laurel  water,  it  would  have  left  behind  it  evident  traces 
of  what  he  had  been  about — the  fmell  would  have  re- 
mained— that  would  certainly  have  led  to  a difeovery 
of  his  pradlice  : in  order  to  remove  that  fmell,  this 
lime  was  placed  in  the  ftill.  It  will  be  explained  to 
you,  that  was  of  all  other  things  the  propereft  to  be 
placed  there,  in  order  to  take  away  the  fmell. 

Gentlemen,  the  ftill  thus  being  filled,  was  produced 
to  one  of  the  fervants,  in  order  to  be  put  into  the 
oven  to  be  dried  there,  and  afterwards  to  be  cleaned. 
In  order  to  account  for  its  being  filled  with  lime,  the 
prifoner  makes  ufe  of  this  fingular  and  particular  ex- 
cure. Says  he,  I put  the  lime  in  it,  and  placed  it 
under  my  bed  for  the  purpofe  of  killing  the  fleas.  An 
excufe  more  ridiculous,  or  more  improbable,  is  not 
eafy  to  fuggeft.  Yet,  when  he  gives  this  Hill  fo  filled, 
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to  the  fervant,  he  conceived  it  to  be  neeeffary  to  make 
fome  excufe  and  fome  apology  for  his  hill,  and  there- 
fore he  made  that  excufe. 

Lady  Boughton,  when:  fhe  returned  again  into  the 
room  to  her  ion,  was  hruck  with  furprize  and  aftonifh- 
ment  at  the  fituation  in  which  he  lay,,  and  (he  imme- 
diately difpatched  a fervant  for  Mr.  Powell,  the  apo- 
thecary, and  for  Mr.  Donellan..  The  prifoner  Donellan 
arrived  firft,  and  here  let  me  beg  your  attention  to 
his  condutt  and  behaviour.  Upon  coming  into  the 
room,  the  moment  he  entered,  Lady  Boughton,  who 
imputed  the  death  and  the  fituation  of  her  ion  to  the 
draught  that  he  had  fwallowed,  immediately  fa  id  to 
Mr.  Donellan,  good  God ! what  medicine  can  Mr. 
Powell  have  fent ? I am  fatisfied  it  would  have  killed 
a dog  if  he  had  fwallowed  it.  Upon  that,  the  prifoner 
anfwers,  why  the  Devil  did  Mr.  Powell  fend  fuch  a me- 
dicine ! — Where  is  the  bottle  ? — She  pointed  to  it  as 
it  was  handing  upon  the  mantle-piece.  The  prifoner 
took  the  bottle  down  immediately,  poured  water  into 
the  bottle,  he  flhook  it,  he  rinced  it,  and  he  threw  the. 
contents  of  it  into  a bafon  of  dirty  water  that  was 
handing  in  the  room.  Lady  Boughton,  aftonifhed  at' 
his  condudl,  remonftrated  at  it,  and  faid,  good  God  ! 
what  are  you  doing  ? Let  every  thing  remain  ju.ll  in 
the  fituation  in  which  it  is,  'till  Mr.  Powell,  the  apo- 
thecary, arrives.  For  God’s  fake,  don’t  touch  the 
bottle!  The  prifoner,  notwithilanding  that  remon- 
ftrance,  fearing  left  by  accident  he  might  have  taken 
up  the  wrong  bottle,  reaches  down  the  other  from  the 
fhelf,  pours  water  into  that  fecond  bottle ; for  you  will 
learn  that  there  never  were  but  two  draughts  of  this 
fort  fent  by  Mr..  Powell.  Fearing,  therefore,  he  might 
have  miftaken  the  bottle,  as  both  had  labels  upon 
them,  he  takes  the  fecond  bottle  and  pours  water  into 
that,  die  rinces  it  well,  and  throws  the  contents  of  that 
alfo 5 into  a bafon  of  dirty  water.  How  is  this  to  be 
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accounted  for?  By  what  ingenuity?  What  glofs  can  be 
put  over  this  tranlaflion  ? How  can  it  be  reconciled  to 
any  poffible  idea  of  innocence  ? Nay,  that  is  not  all, 
lie  made  the  fervant  who  came  up  (and  who,  unfortu- 
nately is  dead  fince,  therefore  we  lofe  the  benefit  of  her 
evidence  upon  this  profecution,  but  in  fome  meafure 
it  will  be  fupplied)  while  this  young  man  was  laying  in 
the  agonies  of  death,  take  down  the  bottle,  and  in- 
filled upon  her  taking  away  the  dirty  things,  and  clean- 
ing the  room  ; to  this  Lady  Boughton  objedled,  fhe 
begged  every  thing  might  be  fuffered  to  continue  juft 
in  the  fate  in  which  it  was,  till  Powell  the  apothecary 
came  there.  The  prifoner  Donellan  was  warm  upon 
the  occafion,  he  infilled  upon  it,  and  preffed  the  woman 
to  take  them  down  •,  he  prevailed,  the  room  was  cleared, 
the  bottles  removed,  and  every  circumflance  that  could' 
lead  to  fufpicion  was  taken  away. 

Gentlemen,  When  Mr.  Powell  came,  obferve  what 
was  the  prifoner's  conduft. — When  Mr.  Powell,  the 
apothecary,  was  Ihewn  into  the  room,  inllead  of  the 
prifoner  enquiring  what  medicine  had  been  fent,  inllead 
of  his  making  any  obfi  rvation  upon  the  effe£l  of  the 
medicine,  not  a word  is  faid  to  the  apothecary,  not  an 
expreffion  is  made  ufe  of  that  the  draught  could,  by  the 
mofldillant  probability,  have  occafioned  the  horrid  fitu- 
ation  in  which  he  was  then  lying,  but  the  prifoner, 
upon  the  contrary,  took  great  pains  to  explain  to  Mr! 
Powell,  that  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  had  taken  a cold, 
that  he  had  been  out  late  the  night  before  lilhino-,  and 
that  that  cold  had  occafioned  his  death.  Mr.  Powell 
was  fuffered  by  the  prifoner  to  depart  from  the  houfe, 
without  having  the  quellion  put  to  him  about  the  medi- 
cine, and  without  having  the  bottle  (hewn  to  him.  with-^ 
out  having  any  means  ufed  of  explaining  or  clearing 
up  his  own  conduft,  relative  to  the  medicine  which  had 
produced  thefe  fatal  effeaS;  that  is  a circumftance,  that 
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if  there  was  no  other  in  this  cafe,  in  in y apprehenfion, 
ought  to  decide  upon  the  fate  of  the  prifoner.  But, 
Gentlemen,  after  Mr.  Powell  had  been  got  lid  of,  it 
6ccurred  naturally  enough  in  the  mind  of  the  prifoner, 
that  fufpicion  would  arife  in  the  family;  thofe  fufpicions, 
it  behoved  him  either  to  prevent  or  put  an  end  to  — 
You  will  find,  that  he  is  indultrioufly  going  among  the 
iervants  before  this  young  man  had  expired,  accounting 
to  them  for  his  death,  reprefenting  it  varioufiy  : to  one, 
that  he  had  taken  cold,  that  the  poor  foolifh  fellow, 
as  he  called  him,  had  llaid  out  very  imprudently  the 

night  before  filhing,  and  had  wetted  his  feet. To 

another  he  reprefents,  that  he  died  of  the  venereal  dif- 
order;  going  about  through  the  family,  in  order  to  ac- 
count for  the  fudden  death  of  this  unfortunate  young 
man.  Now,  it  is  pretty  fingular  he  (hould  under- 
take to  date,  he  had  wetted  his  feet  the  night  before 
filhing,  and  that  occafioned  his  taking  cold  ; how  did 
he  know  it  ? Had  he  been  a filhing  with  him  ? Could  he 
polTibly  know  the  circum dance  ? But  I will  prove  to 
vou  it  was  falfe,  in  fa£t,  for  Lady  Boughton  had  pru- 
dence enough  to  examine  the  dockings  which  he  wore 
the  preceding  evening,  and  there  was  not  any  appear- 
a nee  that  they  had  been  wetted.  It  will  be  proved  by 
his  fervants  that  attended  him,  that  altnod  the  whole 
time  he  was  out,  he  was  on  horfeback,  he  condantly 
avoided  coming  near  the  water,  and  that  his  feet  never 
werp  wet  at  all.  It  was  necedary  for  the  prifoner  to  give 
dome  account  of  his  death  to  the  guardian,  Sir  William 
Wheeler,  and  it  will  be  proved  to  you,  that  morning  he 
wrote  him  a letter,  which  letter  I fhall  retd  to  you  ; 
that  letter  was  add  re  fled  to  Sir  William  W heeler;  it 
was  written  upon  the  morning  of  the  death  of  Sir  Theo- 
dofius  Boughton.  “ Dear  Sir,  I am  very  forry  to  be 
“ the  communicator  of  Sir  Theododus’s  death  to  you, 
“ which  happened  this  morning;  he  has  been  for  lome 

“ time  pad  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Powell,  of  Rugby, 
^ “ for 
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for  a fimilar  complaint  to  that  which  he  had  at  Eaton. 
« L ady  Houghton  and  my  wife  are  inconfolable  ; 
t:  they  join  ine  in  bed  refpefh  to  Lady  Wheeler  and 
“ yourfeif.” 

Now,  in  this  letter  not  a word  is  Laid  of  the  ludden- 
nefs  of  his  death,  or  the  manner  of  it,  or  of  the  lufpi- 
cions  that  had  been  occalioned  by  the  medicines  he  had 
fwallowed ; but  the  whole  of  the  letter  is  calculated 
merely  to  imprefs  Sir  William  Wheeler  with  the  idea 
the  death  was  a natural  one,  the  refult  of  a long  illnels, 
which  had  been  treated  properly,  and  he  had  received 
medical  affiftance.  It  produced  the  effedl  intended  to 
be  practifed  upon  Sir  William  Wheeler’s  mind;  for  no 
enquiry  was  made;  no  perfon  of  the  faculty  was  admit- 
ted to  open  him.  This  young  man  was  kept  fecret  from 
ail  eves  but  thofe  of  the  family,  ’till  the  Saturday  after 
his  death, when  he  was  a6tually  foldered  up  in  his  coffin. 
Sufpicions  however  came  on — people  were  {truck  with 
the  manner  of  his  death — they  were  greatly  alarmed, 
and  the  fufpicions  were  fo  Itrong,  that  they  at  Iaft 
reached  the  ears  of  the  guardian,  Sir  William  Wheeler. 
Upon  Monday,  Sir  William  Wheeler  communicated 
thofe  fufpicions  to  the  prifoner  Donelian.  And  here  it 
will  be  very  material  for  you  to  attend  to  Sir  William 
'Wheeler’s  letter  to  him,  and  to  advert  to  his  conduct 
upon  that  occalion.  Upon  the  Monday,  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, Sir  William  Wheeler  writes  a letter  to  Mr. 
Donelian,  Hating  to  him  in  exprefs  terms,  that  he  had 
received  information  that  Sir  Theodofius  Lou  Alton 
muff  have  died  by  poifon,  calling  upon  him,  in  order 
to  fatisfy  the  family,  and  in  order  to  relieve  the  public 
from  the  fufpicions  they  entertained,  to  have  the  body 
opened;  and  in  his  letter  he  exprefsly  infills  upon  its 
being  done.  Then  he  names  the  perfons  he  wiffied  to 
have  called  in  uppn  the  occafion— a Dr.  Rattray,  a 
Mr.  Wilmer,  and  a Mr.  Snow.  This  letter  was  received 
by  the  prifoner  upon  the  Monday,  and  in  confequence 
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of  that  requifiti'on,  for  he  dared  not  to  have  refilled  it,, 
he  was  bound  to  fend  for  thofe  perfons;  they  were  ac- 
cordingly (ent  for.  1 he  prifoner  fends  a note  back  to 
Sir  William  Wheeler,  flaring,  that  with  the  approba- 
tion of  himlelf  and  the  family,  the  body  fhould  be 
opened.  In  anfwer  to  that,  a fecond  letter  is  fent  from 
Sir  William  Wheeler,  faying,  that  he  is  perfectly  happy 
to  find  that  the  family  are  in  that  difpofition ; that 
he  himfelf  cannot  come  over  to  Lawford  Hall,  that 
it  would  be  of  no  ufe;  in  tru  h,  if  he  did,  that  the  me- 
dical gentlemen  were  the  only  gentlemen  to  apply  to, 
and  the  propereft  perfons  on  that  occafion.  Dr.  Rat- 
tray and  Mr.  Wilmer  came  to  Lawford  Hall  about 
eight  o’clock  on  Monday  evening,  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber ; when  they  came  there,  they  were  met  by  the  pri- 
foner, who  took  them  into  a parlour ; he  there  enquired 
if  Dr.  Rattray  had  heard  from  Sir  William  Wheeler; 
Dr.  Rattray  faid  he  had  not.  Why  fays  the  pri- 
foner, I have  received  a letter  from  Sir  William 
Wheeler,  which  I will  fhew  ; upon  that  he  fearched,  as 
it  were,  in  his  pocket,  but  produced  the  cover  of  the 
letter,  and  not  the  letter  itfelf.  Immediately  after, 
however,  he  did  produce  a letter,  not  the  firlt  letter  from 
Sir  William  Wheeler;  not  that  letter  in  which  he  Rated 
the  information  he  had  received,  that  this  young 
man  had  been  poifoned  ; not  that  letter  in  which  he 
preired  and  infilled  on  the  body  being  opened,  but  he 
produces  the  fecond  letter,  containing  no  direction, 
and  nothing  more  than  the  exprelfion  of  his  fatisfac- 
tion,  that  the  family  were  difpofed  to  have  the  body 
opened.  The  perufal  of  that  letter,  you  will  necella- 
rily  perceive,  could  give  no  idea  at  all  to  Dr.  Rattray 
and  Mr.  Wilmer  of  the  occafion  of  their  being  fent 
lor.  Gentlemen,  in  point  of  fa£l,  it  was  never  com- 
municated to  them  by  the  prifoner  ; inltead  of  defiring 
them,  or  urging  them  to  open  the  body ; inltead  of 
Rating  that  it  was  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  minds,  and 
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remove  the  fufpicions  of  the  public  ; and,  in  order  ro 
invelligate  the  caufe  of  his  death,  not  a word  of  that 
is  faid,  they  afk  him  why  they  are  fent  for  to  open  the 
body  P His  anfwer  is,  it  is  for  the  fatisfaCfion  of  us  all. 
They  are  fhewn  into  the  room,  the  body  appeared  to 
be  at  that  time  in  fuch  a date  of  putrefaction — they  not 
being  called  upon  to  aCt,  not  having  it  explained  to 
them  the  reafon  why  they  fhould  aCt,  they  declined 
doing  any  thing,  becaufe  the  body  appeared  at  that 
time  to  be  in  luch  a date,  it  would  be  attended  with 
fome  degree  of  perianal  danger  to  themfelves,  if  they 
attempted  at  that  time  to  open  it — they  are  difmifled 
from  the  houfe,  and  lent  away  without  the  prifoner 
once  afking  any  opinion  of  them,  or  even  calling  upon 
them  for  their  judgment  to  fay,  upon  the  appearance 
of  the  body,  what  occalioned  the  death — no  enquiry 
made  into  it — not  a fy liable  faid  about  the  fufpicion — 
they  are  fuffered  to  depart  the  houfe,  leaving  Mr. 
Boughton’s  family  jult  in  the  doubtful  rtatb  it  was  be- 
fore. Gentlemen,  this  is  not  all;  upon  the  next  morn- 
ing, a Mr.  Bucknell,  a furgeon,  came  to  Lawford 
Hall — he  had  heard  the  lulpicions  that  had  been  enter- 
tained by  the  family;  he  had  learned  that  the  gentlemen 
of  the  faculty,  that  had  b;-en  at  Lawford  Hall  the 
evening  preceding,  had  declined  opening  the  body— 
he  went  to  the  prifoner.  Captain  Donclian,  dating  the 
reaion  he  came  for  ; faying,  at  all  hazards,  he  was  readv 
to  open  the  body,  in  order  to  give  fat  is  raft  ion  to  the 
public.  1 he  priloncr  would  not  permit  him  to  do  it, 
and  he  affigned  as  a realon,  he  had  not  been  ordered 
by  Sir  William  Wheele  to  fend  tor  him;  chat  the 
perfons  lent  for  by  Sir  William  Wheeler,  had  declined 
opening  the  body,  and  it  would  be  unfair  and  improper 
in  him  to  permit  any  body  elie  to  attempt  it.  After 
they  had  declined  it,  and  with  evacions  and  excules  of 
this  fort,  this  gentleman  was  permitted  to  depart  the 
houfe,  though  he  was  very  ready  to  open  the  body  to 
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give  the  family  the  fatisfaction  they  required,  he  is 
lent  away,  and  did  not  fee  the  body  at  all — upon  that 
the  prifoner  writes  a letter,  in  anfwer  to  Sir  William 
W heeler’s  firft  letter.  This  letter  I fhall  beg  leave  to 
read  to  you  •,  it  is  dated  the  5th  of  September,  1780. 

“ Dear  Sir, 

“ Give  me  leave  to  exprefs  the  heart-felt  fatisfaction  I 
“ enjoyed  at  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  as  it  gave  us, 
“ Lady  Boughton,  my  wife,  and  felf,  an  opportunity 
“ of  inftantly  obferving  your  advice  in  all  refpe&s  : I 
fent  for  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr.  Wilmer,  they  brought 
“ another  gentleman  with  them  Mr.  Powell  gave 
“ them  the  meeting ; and,  upon  the  receipt  of  your 
<c  laft  letter,  1 gave  it  to  them  to  perufe,  and  a ft  as  it 
“ dire&ed”  [Mind  the  fallacy  of  this.]  “ I gave  it 
“ to  them  to  perufe,  and  aft  as  it  directed.”  What 
did  he  give  them  ? Did  he  give  them  the  letter  that 
gave  them  directions  ? Did  he  give  the  letter  that  called 
upon  the  medical  gentlemen  to  adt  ? Did  he  give  them 
the  letter  that  contained  the  fufpicions  of  this  young 
gentleman  being  poifoned  ? You  will  learn  from  the 
witnelTes,  that  the  letter  they  law  was  the  fecond  letter,  a 
complimentary  anlwer  to  Mr.  Donellan’s  note,  contain- 
ing no  diredtions  or  infirudtions  for  them  to  adt  •,  and, 
upon  the  peruial  of  which,  they  were  furnifhed  with  no 
ideas  for  their  condudt.  The  letter  goes  on  thus: 
“ The  four  gentlemen  proceeded  accordingly,  and  I 
“ am  happy  to  inform  you,  they  fully  fatisfied  us.” 
Good  God  ! in  what  did  the  fatisfadtion  confift?  What 
enquiry  was  made?  What  inveftigation  of  the  death  ? 
What  opinion  was  afked  ? Or  what  opinion  could  be 
formed  ? Not  a Tingle  circumftance  was  ever  mention- 

^ i 4 

ed — not  a (ingle  enquiry  was  ever  made — no  opinion 
ever  exprefted  to  the  prifoner — yet,  upon  this,  he 
writes  back  to  Sir  William  Wheeler,  that  they  have 
fully  fatisfied  us.  In  my  appreiienfion,  if  there  was  no 
other  fadt  in  this  caule  but  this  (ingle  letter,  it  fpeaks 

as 
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as  ftrongly  as  a thoufand  witneffes  prefen t,  and  teflifying 
the  aft  that  had  been  done.  I fhall  not  read  the  latter 
part  of  the  letter,  becaufe  the  whole  of  the  letter  will  lie 
read  to  you  ; this  part  of  it  I ufe,  as  affording  an  ob- 
fervation  which  I conceive  material  for  your  confi de- 
ration. 

Mr.  Newnham.  I defire  the  whole  of  the  letter 
may  be  read  now. 

Mr.  Howarth.  I fhall  certainly  do  it. 

* 1 am  happy  to  inform  you  they  fully  fatisfied  us, 
‘ and  I wifh  you  would  hear  from  them  the  hate  they 
‘ found  the  body  in,  as  it  will  be  an  additional  fatis- 

faftion  to  me  that  you  fhould  hear  the  account  from 
‘ themfelves.’ 


ATow,  what  is  to  be  heard  from  themfelves  ? Now 
what  information  is  to  be  gained  by  feeing  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, and  hearing  what  they  had  to  fay  ? I will  tell 
you  the  whole  of  the  information.  We  faw  the  body, 
it  appeared  to  us  in  a great  hate  of  putrefaftion,  we  made 
no  obfervation,  we  have  formed  no  opinion,  we  can 
give  you  no  light  upon  the  fubjeft.  There  is  the  whole 
of  the  enquiry ; and  when  he  Hates  his  wifh  to  know 
from  them  the  Hate  of  the  body,  that  is  the  whole  that 
from  any  poffibilily  could  be  learned.  The  letter  then 
goes'  on  very  artfully . to  account  for  Sir  Theodofius’s 
death  fiom  this  illnefs  that  he  laboured  under.  He  fays 
' 1 heodoGus  made  a very  free  ufe  of  ointments  and' 

£ °.er  thlngs,  to  repel  a large  bubo  which  he  had  in 
his  groin  ; fo  he  ufed  to  do  at  Eaton,  and  at  Mr 
£ Jonf  s>  ^ told  me  often  ; l repeatedly  advifed  him  to 
, “nf“  1 Rattray,  or  Mr.  Carr,  but,  as  you  know 
, -Mr  1 ocodofius,  you  will  not  wonder  at  his  roino-  his 

• vT  Tyl  Wh‘,Ch  he, would  not  be  Put  out  of.  I cannot 
. lclP  t,lnk,ng  but  that  Mr.  Powell  added  to  the  bell  of 
, hlpudgra™t  for  Sir  TheodoGus,  in  this  and  the  lalt 
, y , ’ whlch  wfs  b,lt  a Ihort  time  finilhed  before  the 
lattei  appeared.  Lady  Boughton  expreffed  her  vri (hes 
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to  Sir  Theodofius  that  he  would  take  proper  advice 
‘ for  his  complaints,  but  he  treated  her’sas  he  did  mine.’. 

Gentlemen,  The  whole  of  the  letter  is  calculated  to 
mifiead  Sir  William  Wheeler,  to  take  off  all  his  fuf- 
picion,  and  account  for  the  death  of  Sir  Theodofius 
by  aferibing  it  to  another  caufe,  not  to  that  of  taking 
the  draught.  This  letter  certainly  produced  in  Sir 
William  Wheeler  the  effect  intended  by  it ; for  upon 
the  perufal  he  was  perfe&’y  fatisfied  the  body  had  been 
opened,  and  as  he  was  perfedtlv  acquainted  with  the 
abilities  and  integrity  of  the  gentlemen  applied  to  upon 
that  occafion,  it  they  were  fatisfied  he  was  perfectly 
latUfied.  You  will  judge  however  of  his  furprize,  upon 
learning  three  days  afterwards  that  this  body,  in  pont 
of  fact,  had  never  been  opened.  He  immediately  writes 
to  the  prifoner  Donellan  his  afionifhment  at  the  body 
rfo"  being  opened.  He  defires  immediately  that  Mr. 
Bucknell  and  Mr.  Snow  might  be  fent  for,  and,  at  all 
events  to  have  the  body  opened.  Mr.  Bucknell  came, 
and  as  Mr.  Snow  had  not  at  that  time  arrived  at  Lawford- 
hali,  he  went  away,  and  left  word  he  fhould  return  back 
m an  hour.  Mr.  Snow  came  within  that  hour;  he  was 
told  that  Mr.  Wilmer  had  declined  opening  the  body, 
becaufe  it  wasfo  much  in  the  hate  of  putrefatlion  it  was 
apprehended  dangerous.  Upon  this  information  Mr. 
Snow'  is  got  out  of  the  houfe  ; and  upon  Mr.  Bucknell's 
return,  he  was  told  that  Mr.  Snow'  had  declined  it.  as 
being  too  hazardous  for  him,  and  Mr.  Bucknell  is  fent 
away  without  the  body  being  opened.  This  is  a molt 
extraordinary  circumfiance  : — after  the  letter  is  received 
from  Sir  William  Wheeler,  after  the  fufpicion  fo  flrong- 
]y  pointed  out,  after  the  exprefs  requilition  to  have  it 
opened,  the  prifoner  is  found  to  conceal  the  body,  and 
refilling  its  being  opened,  and  bv  a condu£l  the  moll 
artful  that  can  be  imagined,  preventing  the  body  being 
opened,  and  procuring  it  to  be  buried  afterwards. 
Upon  that  day  the  body  was  buried  ; but  before  it  was 
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buried  be  writes  a note  to  Sir  William  Wheeler  to  fa- 
tisfv  him  as  to  the  reafons  why  the  body  was  not  opened. 
This  letter  is  very  material  for  me  to  hate.  It  is  in 
anfwer  to  Sir  William  Wheeler’s  letter.  He  fends  this 
upon  the  day  the  body  was  buried,  about  one  o’clock. 

£ Dear  Sir, 

‘ In  anfwer  to  your’s,  which  I rhis  moment  received, 

4 I now,  as  I did  yefterday  in  my  letter,  refer  you,  and 

* any  one  that  pleafes,  for  the  particulars  refpebting  the 
‘ flate  Melf.  Rattray,  Wilmer,  Powell,  and  another 
‘ gentleman,  found  Sir  Theodofius  body  in,  to  them. 

‘ They,  agreeable  to  your  direftions,  were  by  them- 
‘ felves  upon  that  bufinefs,  and  I was  in  hopes  you  had 

* feen  them  fmce  I wrote  to  you  yeflerday.  Mr.  Buck- 
‘ nell,  of  Rugby,  called  here  afterwards,  and  faid  that  he 
‘ heat'd  we  wifhed  to  have  the  body  opened.  I told  him 
‘ we  did,  and  that  I wrote  to  the  above  gentlemen  for 
‘ that  purpofe;  and  that  you  had  named  them  to  us; 

£ and  if  you  had  named  Bucknell  we  fhould  have 
‘ fent  to  him  as  we  did  to  the  other  gentlemen.  We 

* fixed  this  day  for  the  corps  to  be  buried,  as  being  the 
‘ eighth  day  fince  Sir  Theodofius  died ; and  if  the  coffin 

* had  not  been  foldered  by  the  plumber,  Crooke,  of 
1 Rughy,  Mr.  Bucknell  fhould  be  welcome  to  infpett 

the  body.  Then  the  time  fixed  for  the  burial  is  three 
o’clock  to-day.  And  if  you  pleafe  to  order  it  to  be 
poltponed,  until  the  flate  of  the  body  is  made  known 
‘ to  you,  by  the  people  you  ordered  to  come  here,  pleafe 
to  let  me  know  it  before.  If  we  do  not  hear  from 
you,  we  conclude  you  have  feen  fome  of  them  ; and 
‘ left  you  fhould  not,  I will  fend  to  Mr.  Rattray  to  call 
upon  you  dheblly,  and  bring  with  him  my  note  to 

him,  to  come  here  with  Wilmer  to  open  Sir  Theo- 
‘ dofius/  x 

Now  this  is  a fpecious  fliow  of  an  inclination  to  poft- 
pone  the  burial,  ’till  what  ? ’till  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr. 
Wilmer  are  fent  for;  who,  if  they  are  fent  for,  can 

give 
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gr/e  no  information  upon  the  fubjeft  •,  that  is  the  moft 
extraordinary  reafon  that  an  offer  is  made  to  let  Mr. 
Buckneil  be  permitted  to  open  it ; but  offers  to  poft- 
pone  the  burial  ’till  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr  Wilmer  are 
lent  for,  from  whom  he  can  by  no  poffibility  receive 
any  information  upon  the  fubjedt.  Between  the  hours 
of  three  and  four  that  evening,  the  body  was  buried  ; 
but  the  circumffa'nce  of  its  being  buried,  with  its  be- 
ing previouffy  opened,  wonderfully  alarmed  the  minds 
of  all  the  people;  and  it  was  infilled  upon  very  lau- 
dably, by  the  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood,  that 
the  coroner  fhould  be  called  in,  that  the  body  fhould 
be  taken  up,  and  that  fhould  be  done  by  force  of  law, 
which  the  prifoner  took  fo  much  pains  to  prevent. — 
The  body  was  accordingly  taken  up  and  opened. — 
What  appearances  the  body  afforded,  you  will  hear 
from  the  gentlemen  prefent  that  opened  it.  I fhall  not 
fore  ft  all  the  account  they  will  give  you,  for  you  will 
hear  it  with  infinitely  more  propriety,  and  greater  cor- 
redtnefs  from  their  mouths.  It  will  be  enough  for  me 
to  fay,  fuch  appearances  as  the  body  afforded,  con- 
firmed them  ffrongly  in  their  judgment  and  opinion, 
that  this  young  man  had  loft  his  life  by  poifon.  Dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  the  examination  before  the  coroner, 
.Lady  Boughton,  the  prifoner,  Mrs.  Donellan,  and,  I 
believe,  the  whole  of  the  family,  are  called  upon  as 
witneffes,  before  the  coroner.  VVhen  Lady  Boughton 
was  telling  the  whole  of  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 
when  fhe  came  to  the  moft  remarkable  paffage,  of  the 
pri  loner’s  having  wafhed  the  bottle,  in  fpite  of  every 
oppofition  fhe  could  give,  the  prifoner  was  obferved  to 
lay  hold  of  her  by  the  fieeve,  to  endeavour  to  check  her 
from  giving  an  account  of  that  fad:.  That  circum- 
ftance  ftruck  the  prifoner,  who  obferved  it  with  aftonifh- 
menr.  That  is  a circumftance  that  cannot  be  explained 
by  any  poffibility — no  folly  can  account  for  it— no  art 
can  explain  that  away.  Thole  who  are  at  all  acquainted 

with 
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with  the  human  mind  muft  feel,  that  has  fomethino- 
moil  forcible  to  iliew  the  efforts  of  a guilty  man,  to 
fcreen  from  the  public  eye  a fa£t,  which  he  conceived 
• mull  ilamp  his  guilt  upon  every  mind.  That  circum- 
ftance  will  be  related  to  you  by  perfons  of  undoubted 
veracity. — Nay,  gentlemen,  it  will  be  in  proof  to  you, 
that  after  he  returned  from  Lawford-Hall  with  Lady 
Boughton,  before  the  whole  of  the  enquiry  was  over 
before  the  coroner,  he  chides  her  for  mentioning  it; 
he  corredts  her  for  it — fays  he,  you  are  not  bound  to 

anfwer — you  are  not  to  give  the  whole  account  of  it - 

you  are  only  to  anfwer  iuch  queflions  as  are  put  to  you, 
and  you  mud  fay  nothing  eife. — Say  nothino-  e]fc  !— - 
Is  there  any  thing  to  be  concealed?  Ought  any  thino- 
to  be  concealed  ? Is  it  material  for  him,  any  thing 
fhould  be  concealed  ? Yet,  this  you  will  have  proved 
to  you  to  be  the  conduft  of  the  prifoner  before  the 
coroner  ; and  upon  his  return  to  Lawford-Hall  with 
Lady  Boughton,  when  the  prifoner  found  that  the  idea 
of  this  young  man  having  been  poiloned  was  fo 
generally  entertained,  that  there  was  no  probability  of 
geuting  iid  of  that  lulpicion  by  the  ridiculous  pretence 
of  his  having  taken  cold,  or  having  died  by  any  means 
of  that  fort,  Captain  Donellan  writes  a letter,  addrefled 
to  the  coroner  and  his  jury.  That  letter  was  lent  the 
alt  day  of  their  fitting,  which  was  the  third  dav. — 
I his  letter  is  very  material  indeed,  and  I will  Hate 'it  to 
you. — 1 his  letter  is  addrtfled  thus  : 


To  the  Coroner,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  iurv 
‘ at  Newbold.  J ' ’ 

‘ Gentlemen, 

t ‘ My  underftanding  from  report,  that  you  are  to 
< m5et  again  t0:day*  1 hold  lt:  my  duty  to  give  you  every 

* 'nhfirhmat,°n  recolleft’  r^peofing  the  bufinefs 

« r y°u  are  upon,  exclufive  of  what  appeared  be- 
. fore  you  laft  Saturday,  when  Lady  Boughton  and 

; ‘ myfclf 
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< myfelf  were  with  you.  During  the  time  Sir  Thec- 
t dofius  was  here,  great  part  of  it  was  fpent  in  prc- 

< curing  things  to  kill  rats,  with  which  this  houie 
« fwarms  remarkably  ; he  ufed  to  have  arfenic  by  the 

< pound  weight  at  a time,  and  laid  the  fame  in  and 
« about  the  houfe,  in  various  places,  and  in  as  many 
« forms.  We  often  expostulated  with  him  about  the 
« extreme  carelels  manner  in  which  he  a-ffed,  refpedting 

< himfelf  and  the  family  in  general : his  anfvver  to  us 

< was,  that  the  men  fervants  knew  where  he  had  laid 

< the  arfenic,  and  for  us,  we  had  no  bufinefs  with  it. 
e At  table,  we  have  not  knowingly  eaten  any  thing  for 

< many  months  paft  which  we  perceived  him  to  touch, 
t as  we  well  knew  his  extreme  inattention  to  the  bad 
6 effedts  of  the  various  things  he  frequently  ufed  to 
« fend  for,  for  the  above  purpofes,  as  well  as  for  mak- 

< ing  up  horfe  medicines.  He  ufed  to  make  vaft 
« quantity  of  Golard,  from  a receipt  which  he  had  from 

< Mrs.  Newfane.  She  will  give  you  a copy  of  it,  if 

< you  pleafe,  and  it  will  l'peak  for  itfelf. — Since  Sir 
« Theodofius’s  death,  the  gardener  collected  feveral 
« fifh,  which  Sir  Theodofius  laid  ; he  ufed  to  fplit 
t them,  and  rub  the  fluff  upon  them.  The  gardener 
« was  ordered  to  bury  fifla.  The  prefent  men  fervants, 
c and  the  former  ones,  for  abouc  two  years  back,  with 
c William  Matthews,  the  houfe-carpenter,  can  relate 
c the  particulars.’ 

- The  materiality  of  this  letter  is,  that  you  find  the 
prifoner,  when  the  idea  of  Sir  Theodofius's  having  been 
poifoned,  had  been  fo  far  circulated,  that  it  was  uni- 
verfajly  believed,  that  he  then  finds  it  necefiary  to  ac- 
count for  the  death  by  poilon  •,  and  the  whole  lcope  of 
that  letter  is  to  lead  the  jury  to  believe  the  young  man 
poifoned  himfelf.  Independent  of  that  obfervation,  ic 
will  be  proved  to  you  to  be  falfe  in  fadt  •,  for  it  is  not 
true  that  the  family  had  not  for  many  months  touched 
of  the  difhes  at  table  that  Sir  Theodofius  had  eaten  of. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  contrary,  the  obfervation  never  was  made  ; 
and  you  will  learn,  the  whole  of  it  was  an  invention, 
calculated  to  aniwer  the  purpoles  propofed  by  the  pri- 
foner  in  that  letter.  The  prifoner,  however,  was  com- 
mitted upon  the  coroner’s  warrant  to  goal.  Since  his 
commitment,  his  conduct  will  afford  very  material  mat- 
ter fjt  your  confideration  ; for  it  will  be  in  prooi  to  you, 
that  fince  neither  the  pretence  of  this  young  man  hav- 
ing taken  cold  and  died  (that  was  an  invention  of  his) 
that  he  had  inadvertently  poifoned  himfelf,  had  not 
been  adopted  by  any  creature,  it  was  found  neceflary 
for  the  prifoner  to  give  out,  this  young  man  had  been 
poifoned  by  fomebody  elfe.  And  I fnall  call  to  you  a 
witnefs,  who  has  had  frequent  converlations  with  him 
in  goal  •,  which  converfations  may  very  fairly  be  given 
in  evidence  here,  becaufe  this  man  has  frequently  cau- 
tioned the  prifoner  not  to  mention  before  him  circum- 
ftances  that  may  make  againft  him  •,  that  he  probably 
fhould  be  called  in  queftion  about  it.  But  fo  folicitous 
has  the  prifoner  been  to  account  for  this  young  man's 
death,  he  has  frequently  to  this  man  preffed  a con- 
vention, and  frequently  talked  to  him  upon  the 
fubject.  Notwithftanding  he  had  been  cautioned,  in 
the  manner  I have  dated  before,  in  one  of  thofe  con- 
verfations, it  will  be  in  proof,  with  one  Darbyfhire, 
who  faid  to  him,  do  you  believe  Sir  Theodofius  Bough- 
ton  was  in  truth  poifoned  ? Says  the  prifoner,  I make 
no  doubt  of  it.  Savs  the  other,  who  do  you  think 
could  have  poifoned  him  ? Why,  fays  he,  it  muft  lay 
amongft  themi’dves  ? Who  do  you  mean  ? Why,  fays 
he,  himfelf,  or  Lady  Boughton,  fhe  apothecary,  or  the 
fervants  •,  it  muft  be  amongft  fo.ne  of  them  that  did  it, 
there  is  no  doubt  of  it.  Why,  fays  Darbyfhire,  you 
could  hardly  think  the  young  man  would  poifon  him- 
felf.  No,  fays  he,  I don’t  think  fo  neither.  Says 
Darbyfhire,  it  could  not  be  the  apothecary,  he  could 
get  nothing  by  it-,  he  would  lofe  a patient  by  it-,  nor,  fays 

£ he, 
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he,itcouMnotbe  the  interefl.  of  Lady  Boughton,fhc  could 
get  nothing  by  it,  and  it  would  be  unnatural  condudt. 
Upon  this  he  turned  round  and  faid,  it  mull:  have  been 
amongft  them. — Gentlemen,  this  affords  decifive  evi- 
dence, that  the  Prifoner  in  his  own  judgment,  believed  this 
young  man  has  been  poifoned  by  homebody  : But  1 fhall 
add  a very  ftrong  piece  of  evidence  indeed,  to  prove 
that  the  prifoner  is  quite  fatisfied  in  his  own  mind,  that 
Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  was  poifoned,  and  that  is  the 
letter  which  he  wrote  to  Mrs.  Donellan.  1 his  letter 
I’ll  produce  without  feeling  the  leaft  relu&ance,  becaufe, 
it  will  be  proved  to  you,  the  letter  was  lent  unfealtd, 
in  order  to  be  delivered  to  Mrs.  Donellan.  The  man 
who  carried  it  went  to  the  Prifoner,  and  told  him,  Sir, 
you  have  not  fealed  this  letter,  do  you  mean  that  I 
fhould  carry  it  open ; yes,  fays  he,  I mean  that  you 
Ihould,  and  I mean  that  it  fhould  be  made  public;  and 
upon  that  the  gentleman  who  carried  it,  opened  it,  and 
took  a copy  of  it  •,  which  copy  I fhall  produce,  2nd  give 
it  in  evidence.  1 think  it  is  dated  the  8th  of  September 
1780,  from  Warwick. 

Mr.  Newnbam.  Does  your  Lordfhip  defire  the  copy 
of  the  letter  to  be  given  in  evidence  ? 

Jufiiu  Butter.  It  will  depend  upon  the  manner  it 
was  to  be  laid  before  the  court.  They  cannot  produce 
a copy  without  other  circumllances  to  introduce  it. 

Mr.  Howarth.  We  have  taken  proper  meafures  for 
that  purpofe.  I fhall  be  able  to  prove  it. 

JuJl.  Bidler.  You  muff  give  the  belt  evidence  the 
nature  of  the  cafe  will  admit. 

Mr.  Howarth.  It  was  the  8th  of  September.  “ I am 
cc  now  informed  that  Mr  Harris’s  Clerk  is  her^,  and 
“ hope  by  t is  time  that  you  have  removed  under  the 
<t  friendly  toof  I laft  iccommended  to  you,  and  no 
“ longer  remain  where  you  are  likely  to  undergo  the 
« fate  of  thole  that  have  gone  already,  by  ludden 
««.  means,  which  Providence  will  bring  to  light  by  and 
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“ by.  In  my  firft  letter  to  you  from  Rugby,  14th 
“ September  laft,  I mentioned  a removal ; I had  my 
“ reafons,  which  will  appear  in  an  honed  light  in  March 
“ next,  to  the  eternal  confulion  of  an  unnatural  mother.’ 
Gentlemen,  you  will  perceive  the  Prifoner  is  fatisfied  of 
the  fa£t,  that  this  young  man  has  in  truth  been  poi- 
foned,  but  for  the  purpofe  of  lifting  it  from  his  own 
fhoulders,  he  dares  to  lay  the  charge  where  fufpicion  had 
never  fallen  before.  The  materiality  of  this  evidence 
and  letter,  is  only  to  prove,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
prifoner,  this  young  man  had  in  truth  been  poifoned 
upon  the  whole  of  this  cafe,  jullice  calls  aloud  for  pu- 
nilhment  of  the  crime,  and  it  remains  only  for  you  by 
vour  verdict  to  confign  the  criminal  to  that  punifhment, 
which,  if  guilty,  he  deferves. 

Mr.  Thomas  Powell  J worn . 

What  profeflion  are  you  ? 

A.  I am  an  Apothecary. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

A.  At  Rugby. 

Q.  Is  that  near  Lawford-Hall,  where  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton  refided  ? 

A.  About  three  miles. 

Q.  Have  you  for  any  time  before  the  death  of  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton  been  employed  as  his  Apothecary? 

A.  About  two  months  before. 

Pray  in  what  Hate  of  health  was  he  when  you  was 
firlt  employed  for  him  ? 

A.  He  had  got  a Venereal  complaint  upon  him. 

Q.  To  what  degree  ? 

A.  Not  very  high  ; afrefh  complaint. 

Q.  Did  you  give  him  any  medicines  for  that  com- 
plaint ? 

A.  I gave  him  cooling  phyfic. 

Q.  For  how  long  might  you  continue  this  ? 

F 2 A.  For 
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A.  For  about  three  weeks. 

O.  Did  you  then  ceafe  to  give  him  any  more  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q For  how  long  ? 

A.  More  than  a fortnight. 

Flow  came  you  afterwards  to  repeat  the  medicines? 
A.  Fie  had  a fwelling  in  his  fhear. 

Q.  To  what  degree  did  the  diforder  then  arife  ? 

A.  A imall  wound,  not  further  than  the  fkin. 

Q.  Did  you  give  him  more  medicines  ? 

A.  Yes,  two  dofes.  One  was  Manna  and  Salts. 

' Q.  What  was  the  other  ? 

, A.  Rhubarb  and  Jallap. 

Q.  Was  any  thing  elfe  given  ? 

A.  Nothing  elfe.  I gave  him  a wafh  to  ufe. 

When  was  it  that  you  fent  to  him  the  laft  draught  ? 
A.  Upon  the  Tuefday. 

What  day  of  the  month  ? 

A.  Upon  the  29th  of  Auguft. 

How  long  was  this  after  you  had  fent  the  former  ? 
A.  I fent  the  former  on  the  Sunday. 

Was  that  which  you  fent  upon  the  Sunday  and 
that  which  you  fent  upon  the  Tuefday  the  fame  ? 

A.  Both  alike. 

O.  By  whom  did  you  fend  them  ? 

A . By  Samuel  Fro  ft. 

O.  Pray  how  long,  Sir,  was  it  before  you  fent  him 

this^lafl  draught? 

A.  Upon  the  Tuefday  at  noon. 

Q.  In  what  Hate  of  health  was  Sir  Theodofius  Bough- 
ton  ? 

A.  In  very  good  health  and  great  lpints. 

Q.  Flow  long  had  you  feen  him  before  that  ? 

A.  I think  upon  the  Sunday  before,  in  the  afternoon. 
■Q.  In  what  hate  of  health  did  he  then  appear  ? 

A.  In  a .very  good  Hate  of  health. 

Q.  Did  you  afk  him  how  the  firfl  draught  agreed 

with  him. 


C 29  ) 


A.  He  told  me  that  which  he  had  taken  had  difagreed 

with  him.  „ r . . . 

O.  Then  I will  remind  you,  you  law  him  upon  the 

Sunday,  and  you  faw  him  again  upon  the  Tuefday  ? 


O.  You  before  told  us  that  you  fent  this  lalt  draught 
you  lpoke  of  by  Frolt  ? 

O.  Have  you  got  any  one  of  the  fame  kind  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  one  in  your  pocket  ? 


A.  Yes. 

Q.  Pleafe  to  produce  it  ? 

[He  produces  a mixture. 

Q.  Now,  Sir,  that  draught  which  you  have  in  your 
hancl,  was  in  a phial  of  the  fame  fize  with  that  which 

you  fent  ? 

A.  The  fame  fize. 

Q.  Was  it  compofed  of  the  fame  ingredients  ? 

A.  The  very  fame  ingredients. 

Q.  Let  me  afk  what  they  are  ? 

A.  Rhubarb  and  Jallap,  Lavender-water,  Nutmeg- 
water,  Syrup  of  Saffron,  and  limple  water. 

Q.  You  have  another  draught  in  your  hand  ? 


A.  Yes,  1 have. 

Q.  What  is  that  ? 

A.  This  is  the  fame,  except  the  water. 

Q.  The  fame  quantity  of  Rhubarb  and  Jallap,  and 
what  is  now  added  to  that  ? 

A.  Laurel  Water. 

Q.  Mr.  Powell  you  told  us  before  this  was  fent 
upon  the  Tuefday,  and  I think  it  was  upon  the  Wed- 
nefday,  was  it  not,  that  he  died  ? 

A.  Upon  the  Wednefday  morniltg. 

CL  Was  you  then  fent  for  to  Lawford  Hall  ? 

A.  Upon  the  Wednefday  morning  I was. 

CL  At  what  time  ? 


A.  About 
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A.  About  eight  or  nine  ohlock. 

CL  What  was  the  firfl  time  they  came  for  you,  the 
firft  time  in  the  morning  ? 

A.  Between  eight  and  nine  o’clock  the  fervant  came. 

CL  What  was  his  name  ? 

A.  William  Froft.  , 

Was  it  the  fame  man  you  before  fent  the  draught 

by? 

A.  No. 

What  was  his  name? 

A.  Samuel  Froft. 

CL  What  mefl'age  did  he  bring  to  you,  when  he  came 
from  Lawford  Hall  ? 

A.  He  faid  Sir  Theod  fius  Boughton  was  very  ill, 
and  defired  I would  come  immediately. 

Q.  Now,  pray  Sir,  what  time  of  the  day  might  it 
have  been  when  you  came  there  ? 

A.  Nearly  nine  o’clock. 

CL  About  nine  o’clock  you  got  there  ? 

A.  As  nearly  as  I can  recollett. 

CL  When  you  come  there,  did  you  go  into  the  room 
where  Sir  Theodolius  was  ? 

A.  Yes. 

CL  W ho  did  you  find  there  ? 

A.  Mr.  Donellan  went  along  with  me,  I met  him  in 
the  court-yard. 

CL  And  he  went'  along  with  you  into  the  room? 

A.  Yes. 

CL  Who  was  in  the  room  befides  you  and  Donellan? 

A.  Some  maid  fervant,  I cannot  tell  who  it  was. 

CL  Who  elfe  was  there  ? 

A.  Nobody. 

CL  1 Ihould  be  glad  then  if  you  would  tell  us,  was 
Lady  Boughton  there  when  you  firft  came  ? 

A.  Not  when  I firft  came. 

CL  Fray  now,  will  you  tell  us  in  what  fituation  you 
found  Sir  Theodofius? 

A.  1 faw  no  diftortion. 


Q.  What 
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<L  What  did  you  fee  ? 

A.  He  was  dead. 

Q.  How  long  had  he  been  dead? 

A.  They  told  me  he  had  been  dead  near  an  hour. 

Ch  Was  Mr.  Donellan  there  with  you  ? 

A.  Yes. 

<L  Will  you  tell  us  whether  he  alked  you  any  quef- 
tions,  and  what  he  laid  to  you  ? 

A.  He  alked  me  no  queftions  at  all. 

Ch  How  long  might  you  remain  with  him  in  the 
room  ? 

A.  I cannot  tell,  fome  little  time. 

CL  Did  you  fay  any  thing  to  him,  how  he  died  ? 

A.  I afked  him  how  he  died  ; he  told  me  he  died  in 
convulfions. 

Q^.  Judge.  Who  told  you  fo  ? 

A.  Mr.  Donellan. 

CL.  With  refpeft  now  to  the  bottles  that  you  had  fent 
before,  did  you  fee  any  thing  of  them  ? 

He  never  mentioned  them  tome. 

A.  Were  they  in  the  room  ? 

<L  No,  Sir. 

A.  Had  you  any  farther  account  than  what  you  have 
now  mentioned  given  you,  of  the  manner  of  his  death, 
by  any  body  ? 

A.  No  other  than  that  he  died  in  convulfions. 

CL  Now,  do  you  remember  any  other  converfation 
with  Mr.  Donellan  about  Sir  Theodofius  ? 

A.  Nothing,  but  the  difcourfe  was,  how  he  had  taken 

cold. 

CL  What  was  that  ? 

A.  The  particular  expreflion  I don’t  know,  the  gene- 
ral exprelhon  was,  he  had  taken  cold,  the  words  1 can- 
not recolleft. 

(L  Mr.  Powell,  it  is  necefiary  thofe  gentlemen  of  the 
faculty  Ihould  hear  you,  as  well  as  the  Jury,  therefore 
Ipeak  out  ? 


A.  I 
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A.  I don’t  know  the  particular  words  he  faid  to  me., 
but  it  was  to  make  me  believe  he  had  taken  cold. 

Qi  Are  you,  Sir,  acquainted  with  Mr.  Donellan's  ; 
manner  of  hand-writing  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Ch  Have  you  often  feen  him  write  ? 

A.  Yes,  I have  feen  him  write. 

[ Letters  produced-] 
Do  you  believe  thofe  to  be  the  hand-writing  of 
the  prifoner. 

A.  Yes,  they  are  all  of  them  his  hand-writing. 

Crofs  Examination. 

Q,  Will  you  defcribe  to  the  faculty  what  the  feveral 
ingredients  were  of  the  medicine  you  fent  him  ? 

A.  There  were  fifteen  grains  of  rhubarb,  and  fifteen 
grains  of  jalap,  two  drachms  of  nutmeg  water,  twenty 
drops  of  fpirits  of  lavender,  two  drachms  of  fimple  fyrup, 
and  an  ounce  and  a half  of  fimple  water. 

That  is  two  ounces  and  four  drachms  ? 

A.  Yes,  except  the  twenty  drops  of  lavender. 

Q.  You  had  given  one  of  thofe  draughts  upon  the 
Sunday  ? 

A.  Upon  the  Sunday. 

What  was  theeffeft  of  the  quantity  of  medicine 
you  gave  him  ? 

A.  It  purged  him  very  well,  and  agreed  with  him 

very  well.  i 

Q.  We  wifh  to  know  how  many  (tools  he  had,  we 

mult  not  mince  the  matter  ? 

A.  I cannot  tell  how  many,  it  purged  him  very  well.' 
Q.  Did  they  make  him  fick  at  all  ? 

A.  Not  at  all,  it  agreed  with  him  very  well,  that  which 
made  him  fick  before,  he  defired  I would  alter;  that 
was  the  manna  and  fairs,  and  1 changed  it. 

Upon  the  Saturday  lie  was  made  fick  by  taking 

manna  and  falts  ? ‘ . 

A.  Yes;  1 then  made  an  alteration  in  them;  I have 

the  two  letters  in  my  pocket  concerning  thefe  alterations. 

You 
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n You  fay  Mr.  Donellan  told  you  Sir  Theodofius 
died  of  convulfions,  and  that  was  all  the  convention 
about  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  all.  ' , 

Q.  Did  it  not  occur  to  you,  as  a phyfical  man,  to 
enquire  when  thofe  convulfions  commenced,  and  when 
he  died  ? 

A.  It  was  foon  after. 

What  do  you  mean  by  foon  after  ? 

A.  Soon  after  he  had  taken  the  draught. 

What  idea  have  you  of  foon  ? 

A.  A quarter  of  an  hour,  or  fooner. 

You  are  fpeaking  before  gentlemen  of  your  own 
profeffion,  do  you  know  for  certain? 

A.  I do  not  know. 

Did  you  enquire  particularly  ? 

A.  I did  not. 

Who  did  you  fee  firft  ? 

A.  Lady  Boughton. 

Had  you  any  converfation  with  her  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  was  foon  after  he  had  taken  it. 

Did  not  you  enquire  how  foon  he  was  convulfed? 

A.  He  was  convulfed  almoft  immediately,  I heard. 

Lady  Anna  Maria  Boughton  fworn. 

Examined  by  Mr.  hiowarth. 

CL  Lady  Boughton,  what  age  was  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton  when  he  died  ? 

A.  He  was  twenty  years  of  age  upon  the  third  of 
Augult  la  ft, 

Q.  What  fortune  would  your  fon  have  been  intitled 
to,  upon  his  coming  of  age  ? 

A.  About  two  thoufand  a year. 

Q.  Upon  the  event  of  his  dying  before  he  came  of 
age,  what  then  would  become  of  that  fortune  ? 

A.  1 he  greater  part  of  his  fortune  would  have 
defcended  to  his  filler,  who  married  Captain  Donellan. 

Qc  How  long  had  Mr.  Donellan  refided  in  your 
family,  Madam,  at  Lawford  Hall. 

F 


A,  I 


( 34  ) 

A.  1 cannot  exactly  remember. 

Q.  About  what  time  was  it  ? 

A.  Sometime  in  the  year  1778,  about  the  month  of 
June. 

Q.  How  long  had  your  fon  Sir  T heodofius  made  part 
of  your  family  at  Lawford  Hall,  before  his  death  ? 

A.  A little  before  Michaelmas,  in  the  year  1778. 

Q.  How  long  was  it,  according  to  your  recollection, 
twelve  months,  or  fix,  or  nine  months,  that  he  made 
•part  of  your  family  at  Lawford  Hall  ? 

A.  in  the  year  1778  he  came  from  Mr  Jones’s. 

Q.  Who  was  a kind  of  tutor  to  him? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  came  to  live  with  you  as  a part  of  your  family, 
at  Lawford  Hall  ? 

A.  "When  he  came  from  Eaton,  he  went  for  feveral 
weeks  to  Mr  Jones’s,  he  came  from  Mr.  Jones’s  about 
Michaelmas  1778. 

CL  Have  you  at  any  time  had  converfation  with  the 
prifoner  Mr.  Donellan,  refpedling  the  Hate  of  your  fon’s 
health,  and  about  what  time  was  that  converfation  held  ? 

A.  Several  times  before  the  deceafed’s  death,  Mr. 
Donellan  mentioned  to  me  when  I wifhed  him  to  go  into 
the  country,  that  1 did  not  know  what  might  happen  in 
the  family,  and  made  feveral  obfervations  upon  the  bad 
{late  of  his  health. 

Cb  In  what  manner  did  he  reprefent  him  -to  be  af- 
nCbed  ? what  were  the  expreflions  ufed  by  him,  when  he 
W-4S  talking  of  his  bad  health  ? 

A.  When  I was  talking  about  going  to  Bath,  he  faid, 
don't  think  of.leaving  Lawford,  fomething  or  other  may 
happen  before  you  come  back,  for  he  is  in  a very  bad 
ila;e  of  health.  I thought  he  might  mean  fomething  of 
his  being  very  venturous  in  his  going  a hunting,  or  going 
into  the  water,  which  might  occafion  his  death. 

Q.  Lo  you  remember  his  going  into  Northampton- 
fhire  ? 


A.  He 
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\ He  expeded  a Mr.  Fonnereau  to  come  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  week,  I believe  Mr.  Fonnereau  did  in  fad 

C°q!*  At  what  time,  how  foon  after  his  death  ? 

A Upon  the  Friday  night,  1 believe,  he  came. 

q'  Now,  had  you  heard  from  Mr.  Donellan  any 
thing  refpeding  the  ftay  Sir  Theodofius  would  probably 
make  in  Northamptonfhire  ? 

A.  I don’t  recoiled. 

Q.  Was  his  ftay  intended  to  be  long  or  ftiort  ? 

A.  Mr.  Fonnereau’s  ftay  was  to  have  been  about  a 
week,  and  then  my  fon  was  to  return  to  Mr.  Fonnereau’s, 
in  Northamptonthire. 

You  did  not  learn  whether  he  propofed  to  ftay  a 
long  or  fhort  time  there  ? 

A.  He  did  not  fay  how  long. 

Now,  Madam,  Mr.  Powell  we  have  heard  was 
the  apothecary  that  attended  him  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Do  you  recoiled  any  bottle  of  medicine  being 
fent  by  him  on  the  Tuefday  ? 

A.  The  fervant  had  been  fent  twice  on  Tuefday  for  a 
bottle. 

Q.  Who  did  you  hear  it  from  ? 

A.  Upon  enquiring  where  the  fervant  was,  Mr. 
Donellan  faid,  Sir  Theodofius  has  fent  him  a fecond 
time  for  a bottle  of  fluff. 

Q.  It  was  known  in  the  family  Sir  Theodofius  was 
to  take  phyfic  upon  the  next  morning  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Does  your  Ladylhip  know  whether  Sir  Theo* 
dofius  ufed  to  take  his  phyfic  when  it  was  fent  ? 

A.  Some  time  before  his  death  he  kept  it  locked  up 
in  an  inner  room,  and  he  had  forgot  to  take  one  dofe. 
Mr.  Donellan  faid,  why  don’t  you  fet  it  in  the  outer 
room,  then  you  will  not  fo  foon  forget  it. 

F % Courts 
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Court.  Q.  Did  he  ufe  the  phyfic  in  thd  inner  roam 
that- was  locked  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  it  was  afterwards  kept  ? 

A.  He  put  ieveral  bottles  upon  the  mantle-piece  in 
' the  outer  room. 

Q.  Upon  the  evening  of  Tuefday  the  29th,  what 
became  of  Sir  Theodolius  ? where  did  he  go  ? I wane 
to  know  whether  he  went  a fifhing  upon  the  evening  of 
the  Tuefday,  or  what  other  amulcment  ? 

A.  He  went  a fifhing. 

Q.  About  what  time  in  the  evening  ? 

A.  About  fix  o’clock. 

Q.  Did  you  fee  him  fhortly  before  he  went  ? 

A.  I law  him  about  two  o’clock. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  thing  about  the  fervants  being 
with  him  ? 

A.  The  gardener  and  the  coachman,  and  John  the 
footman,  were  with  him. 

O.  Were  any  of  the  men  fervants  left  in  the  houfe  ? 

A.  Yes  •,  Samuel  Froft. 

Q.  He  was  the  only  one  ? 

A.  Yes.  , 

Q.  What  became  of  yourfelf  and  Mrs.  Donellan  ? 

A.  We  went  to  take  a walk  in  the  garden. 

O.  How  long  do  you  think  you  and  Mrs.  Donellaii 
were  out  in  the  garden  ? 

A.  Above  an  hour. 

Q.  When  was  it  you  had  laft  feen  Mr.  Donellan  be- 
fore your  w'alk  in  the  garden,  and  where  ? 

A.  To  the  beft  of  my  remembrance,  I favv  nothing 
of  him  after  dinner. 

O.  Do  you  remember  whether  he  came  into  the  gar- 
den to  you  and  Mrs.  Donellan,  joined  you  in  your 
walk,  and  about  \Vhat  time  was  it  w hen  he  came  ? 

A.  He 
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A He  came  about  leven  o’clock  out  of  the  houfc 
door,  and  told  us  Sir  Theodofius,  fhould  have  his 

^OMTe  told  you,  and  Mrs.  Donellan,  Sir  Theodofius 
fhould  havAis  phyfic  ? 

A.  Yes  •,  and  he  had  been  to  fee  them  a hilling,  and 
he  had  endeavoured  to  perfuade  Sir  Theodofius  to 
come  in,  he  was  afraid  leaft  he  fhould  take  cold. 

O.  What  time,  madam,  do  you  recoiled  Sir  Theo- 
dofius came  home,  about  what  time  ? 

A.  A little  after  nine  o’clock. 

O.  Was  he  then  apparently  in  good  health  ? 

A.  Pretty  well. 

Q.  How  did  he  difpofeof  himfelf  till  he  went  to  bed, 
and  what  time  did  he  go  to  bed  ? 

A.  He  went  to  bed  very  foon  after. 

Did  he  eat  any  fupper  ? 

A.  Very  little. 

O.  Did  he  fay  any  thing  in  his  own  room  when  he 
went  up  flairs  ? 

A.  As  I was  going  up* flairs,  he  called  me  into  his 
room  ; he  afked  tor  his  phyfic  ; I faid,  what  do  you  want 
now  ? Says  he,  I want  to  know  if  you  will  fend  your 
fervant  with  a net  to-morrow  morning  early,  as  I ex- 
ped  Mr.  Fonnereau  here,  I fhould  wifh.  to  have  my 
phyfic  in  time.  ' > 

He  defired  your  permiflion  to  make  ufe  of  your 
iervant  to  go  next  morning  with  a net  ? 

A.  Yes  j and  defired  I would  come  and  give  him  his 
phyfic  in  the  morning,  that  was  the  chief'  of  it,  and 
then  he  went  to  bed. 

At  that  time  how  did  he  appear  as  to  his  health  ? 

A.  He  feemed  very  well. 

Q.  What  time  next  morning  did  you  fee  him  ? 

A.  About  feven  o’clock. 

Did  you  go  into  the  room  at  that  time  ? 


A.  Yes  > 
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A.  Yes ; he  had  defired  me  to  call  in  as  I went  down 
in  the  morning  to  give  him  his  phyfic  •,  and  faid,  he 
had  rather  I (hould  give  it  him  than  any  body  elfe. 

Q.  How  did  you  find  him  at  that  time  in  the  rnorn- 

in  or  ? 

A.  He  appeared  to  be  very  well.  « 

Q.  Now  will  you  give  the  Jury  an  account,  madam, 
of  the  phyfic  that  you  gave  him,  and  the  manner  of  it, 
how  you  gave  it  him  ? 

A.  I alked  him  where  the  bottle  was  ? he  faid,  that 
it  flood  there  upon  the  fhelf.  Firft  of  all  he  afked  me 
to  get  a bit  of  cheefe  for  him,  in  order  to  take  the  tafte 
out  of  his  mouth  •,  that  I did.  He  defired  me  to  read 
the  label  : I accordingly  did,  and  found  wrote  upon  it, 

Purging  draught  for  Sir  T.  Boughton.” 

Q.  When  you  gave  it  him,  did  he  make  any,  and 
what  obfervation  upon  it  ? 

A.  As  I was  talking  to  him,  I had  omitted  (hating 
the  bottle  j he  obferved  that,  and  faid,  pour  it  in  again, 
and  (hake  the  bottle,  which  I did  ; and,  in  fo  doing,  I 
fpilt  a little  of  it  upon  the  table,  the  reft  I gave  him  ; 
and  as  he  was  taking  it,  he  obferved  it  fmelt  and  tafted 
very  naufeous,  and  defired  to  have  fome  water  to  wadi 
his  mouth,  which  he  fpit  out  part  upon  the  table  •,  upon 
that  I fmelt  it,  and  I obferved  it  was  very  like  the  tafte 
of  bitter  almonds ; fays  I,  don’t  mind  the  tafte  of  it, 
and  he  upon  that  drank  the  whole  of  it  up. 

Q.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  open  that  bottle  and 
fmell  at  it,  [ prefenting  a bottle  to  her  Ladyjhi'p , in  which 
was  contained  fome  rhubarb  and  jallap  mixed]  and  lee  whe- 
ther you  are  able  to  tell  whether  that  fmell  is  at  all  like 
the  medicine  that  he  took  ? 

A.  No,  it  is  not. 

Q.  Will  you  open  this,  and  fmell  to  it  (prefenting 
her  Ladyfliip  with  another  mixture,  in  which  was  l'ome 
laurel  water.) 

Ijady  Boughton.  This  is  a fmell  very  like  that  fmell. 
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O.  Of  the  medicine  which  you  gave  him  ? 

j\.  Yes.  * 

O.  When  he  had  taken  the  medicinet  what  was  the 

firft  obfervati'on  that  your  I .ady  fhip  made?  You  have 
already  laid  you  gave  him  cheele  and  water  ? 

A.  Yes-,  the  cheefe  he  chewed  and  fpit  out,  and  l 
alked  him  if  he  would  have  fome  water  to  wafla  his 
mouth  ? he  faid,  yes,  and  I gave  him  fome  water ; he 
then  remarked,  he  thought  he  fhould  not  be  able  to 
keep  the  fluff  upon  his  ftomach  ; he  then  afked  to  have 
fome  water,  wathed  his  mouth  with  it,  and  fpit  it  out, 
and  after  that  he  laid  down  again. 

How  did  he  appear  then  ? 

A.  In  two  minutes,  or  Iefs,  he  feemed  fo  ill,  and 
looked  as  if  he  was  going  into  convulfions,  and  he  ftrug- 
gled  very  much,  as  it  feemed  to  me,  to  keep  it  down. 

Q.  He  ftruggled  very  much,  as  it  feemed  to  you,  to 
keep  it  down  ? 

A.  Yes  and  made  a prodigious  rattling  in  his  throat 
and  ftomach,  and  a guggling,  and  feemed  to  me  to  make 
very  great  efforts  to  keep  it  down. 

Court.  How  did  he  make  a ratting  ? 

A.  A guggling  in  his  throat,  and  a noile  in  his  fto- 
mach, as  if  it  would  come  up  again. 

O.  How  long  did  you  obferve  thofe  fymptoms  con- 
tinue upon  him  ? 

A.  About  ten  minutes  ; he  then  feemed  as  if  he  was 
going  to  fleep,  and  inclined  to  doze  : I ftaid  a little,  and 
perceiving  him  more  compofed,  I then  went  out  to 
compleat  my  drefs,  and  put  on  my  things ; and,  I 
think,  in  about  five  minutes  afterwards,  I returned  into 
the  room,  and  found  his  eyes  fixed  upwards,  his  teeth 
clenched,  and  the  froth  running  out  at  each  coiner  of 
his  mouth. 

What  did  your  Ladyship  do  upon  that  ? 

A.  I run  down  ftairs ; I called  out  to  the  fervant ; 
I thought  it  was  a miftake  ; I bid  him  take  the  firft 

horfe 
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horfe  that  he  could,  and  go  to  Mr.  Powell,  and  bid 
him  to  come  ; {ays  he,  the  Captain  has  got  the  horfe ; I 
bid  him  go  after  him,  and  to  go  to  Mr.  Powell. 

You  ordered  him  to  go  immediately  for  Mr. 
Fotvell  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Was  any  body  elfe  fent  for  ? 

A.  No,  fir. 

Where  did  you  firfl  fee  Mr.  Dcnellan  ? 

A.  I fent  immediately  to  tell  him  to  come  up  to  me. 

How  long  after  was  it  before  you  faw  Mr.  Do- 
nellan  ? 

A.  Not  five  minutes. 

Q Where  did  he  come  to  ? 

A.  He  came  to  my  fon’s  bed-chamber,  where  he  then 
lay  in  the  fituation  I defcribed.  He  faid,  what  do  you 
want  ? I faid,  want  ! Here  is  a terrible  affair  ! I have 
been  giving  my  fon  fomething  that  was  wronii,  inflead 
of  what  the  apothecary  ihould  have  fent;  I faid  it  was 
an  unaccountable  thing  in  the  Doblor  to  have  fent  fuch 
a medicine,  for  if  it  had  been  taken  by  a dog,  it  would 
have  killed  him. 

Q.  What  anfwer  was  made  to  that  ? 

A.  He  was  ftruck. — He  afked  where  the  phyfic  bottle 
was ; I told  him  it  flood  there  upon  the  mantle-piece, 
or  the  fhelf. — Says  he,  is  this  it  ? yes,  fays  I.  He  took 
it,  and  held  it  up,  and  poured  fome  water  into  it.  He 
fhook  it,  and  emptied  it  out  into  fome  water  that  flood 
in  a bafoti  jull  by. 

Q.  Where  did  he  throw  it  ? 

A.  Into  the  dirty  water  in  the  wafh  hand  bafon. 
r Did  you,  upon  that  condudt,  make  any  obferva- 
tion,  or  fay  any  thing  to  him  about  it,  and  what  was 
it  ? 

A.  1 faid,  good  God,  what  are  you  about ! After  he 
had  put  it  into  the  bafon  of  dirty  water,  I then  obferved 
he  ought  not  to  do  it.  I faid,  you  Ihould  not  have 
° meddled 
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meddled  with  the  bottle.  Without  making  ally  anfwer, 
he  Inarched  up  ths  other  bottle,  and  put  water  into 
that,  and  he  put  his  finger  to  it  to  tafte  it ; I fa  id,  what 
are  you  about,  you  ought  not  to-meudle  with  the  bottle  , 
he  put  his  finger  to  it,  and,  he  faid,  he  aid  it  to  tafte 


1 Had  he  tailed  the  firft  bottle  ? 

Did  your  Ladyfhip  make  any  other  cbfervation 

upon  that  fubje£t  ? r 

A.  I went  away  upon  fome  other  occahons. 

Q.  What  was  done  by  Mr.  Donellan  that  caufed  your 
attention  ? Did  any  of  the  fervants  come  up  in  the 
room  ? 

Y gg 

Q^Name  the  fervant  that  came  up  in  the  room  ? 

A*  Sarah  Blundell,  and  Catharine  Amos. 

What  is  become  of  Sarah  Blundell  ? 

A.  She  is  dead. 

Now  upon  their  coming  up,  was  there  any  thing 
faid,  or  done,  by  Mr.  Donellanj  that  called  your  atten- 
tion to  it  ? 

A.  Mr.  Donellan  defired  Sarah  Blundell  to  take  away 
the  phyfic  bottles,  and  the  bafon,  and  carry  them  all 
away ; and  he  put  the  bottles  into  her  hand. 

What  faid  your  Ladyihip  to  that  ? 

A.  I took  them  out  of  her  hand  and  fet  them  down, 
and  bid  her  let  them  alone. 

Q^Did  you  aflign  any  reafon  why  they  ihould  be 
left  there,  and  for  what  purpofe  ? 

A.  No,  I did  not. 

What  v/as  done  upon  that  ? 

A.  He  defired  ihe  would  take  away  the  cloaths  and 
things,  and  that  the  room  might  be  cleaned,  and  the 
cloaths  thrown  into  another  room.  I opened  the  door 
of  the  room  ; as  foon  as  my  back  was  turned,  Mr.  Do- 
Uellan  put  the  things  into  her  hand  again,  and  bid  her 
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take  them  down,  and  was  angry  flie  did  not  take  them- 
at  fir  ft. 

Court.  Did  you  fee  the  bottles  put  into  her  hand  again  5 

A.  My  back  was  towards  her. 

O.  Did  you  fee  them  in  her  hand,  and  taken  out  of 
the  room  by  her  ? 

A.  I did. 

Did  you  hear  any  orders  given  ? 

A.  I did  not. 

Q.  All  you  know  is>  in  fa£t,  they  were  taken  out  of 
the  room  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Who  were  the  perfons  that  took  them  out  of  the- 

room  ? 

A.  I don’t  know. 

Q.  How  foon  did  you  find  it  out]  what  had  been 
done  ? 

A.  I did  not  'obferve  it  direflly. 

Q.  How  foon,  a minute,  or  two,  or  three,  before, 
you  obferved  thofe  things  had  been  removed  ? 

A.  I cannot  fay  the  time. 

Q.  Gan  you  fay  whether,  during  the  time  you  were 
in  the  room,  you  difcovered  the  bottles  were  gonei 
Did  you,  before  you  left  the  room  yourfelf,  difcover 
the  bottles  were  gone  ? 

A.  No;  I did  not. 

Now  at  the  time  of  his  wafhing  the  bottles,  and 
fpeaking  of  moving  of  the  cloaths,  was  Sir  Theodofiu* 
at  that  time  dead  ? 

A.  He  was  not  quite  dead. 

Q.  Defcribe  the  fituation  in  which  he  lay  at  that 
time  ? 

A.  He  was  nearly  dead  ; one  of  the  maids  was  wiping 
the  froth  from  his  mouth,  and  his  ftomach  at  that  time 
was  heaving,  and  fhortly  after  he  was  dead. 

Q.  In  the  courfe  of  that  morning,  do  you  remember 
to  have  faid  any  ihing  to  Mr.  Dcncllan,  or  he  to  you, 
as  to  the  fufpicions  entertained  of  this  medicine  which 
he  had  taken  ? A.  Some 
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A.  Some  time  afterwards  I was  down  in  the  parlour, 
Mr.  Donellan  and  my  daughter  were  there— he  told  his 
wife,  I had  been  pleifed  to  take  notice  of  his  wafhing 
the  bottles  out,  and  did  not  know  what  he  fhould  have 
clone,  if  he  had  not  thought  of  putting  in  the  water, 
and  putting  his  finger  to  it  to  tafle. 

Q.  What  paffed  further  upon  that  ? 

A.  I then  turned  to  the  window  from  him,  and  made 
no  an  fiver  to  him-,  upon  which  he  repeated  the  lame. 

What  happened  then  ? 

A.  As  1 made  no  anfwer,  he  then  defired  his  wife  to 
ring  the  bell,  to  call  up  the  fervanr,  which  ihe  did ; 
when  he  came,  he  bid  him  fend  in  Will,  the  coachman. 

Q.  Did  the  coachman  come  upon  that  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q_  Now  give  an  account  to  the  Jury  what  palTed 
between  him  and  the  coachman. 

A.  When  he  came,  he  faid  to  him,  Will,  don’t  you 
remember  my  going  out  this  morning,  that  1 went 
through  the  garden  and  out  of  the  iron  gate,  about 
leven  o’clock  ? He  faid,  yes,  Sir.  Says  he,  you  re- 
member that,  don’t  you  ? He  faid,  yes.  He  faid,  that 
-was  the  firft  time  of  his  going  out,  he  had  never  been 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe  that  morning.  He  faid 
again,  do  you  remember  my  fetting  out  at  feven  o’clock 
this  morning  ? He  laid,  yes.  Then,  faid  he,  you  are 
my  evidence — and,  fays  he,  I have  never  been  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  houfe — this  morning,  you  remember. 
Will,  I came  out  of  the  iron  gate,  and  afktd  for  a 
horfe  to  go  to  Newnham  Wells  -,  upon  which  the  man 
laid,  yes.  Sir.  Then  he  faid,  you  are  my  evidence  •, 
and  the  man  faid,  yes,  Sir.  On  the  Tuefday  I had 
afked  him  to  go  to  the  Wells,  and  he  agreed  to  go  as  the 
next  morning  •,  and  when  1 was  going  to  my  fon’s  room, 
Mr.  Donellan  afked  if  I was  ready  to  go  to  the  Wells, 
and  I told  him  no;  he  went  away  without  me,  as  I 
thought,  to  the  W ells. 
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CL  Did  he  make  any  other  obfervation  at  the  time, 
that  called  your  attention  to  it  ? 

A.  No,  no  particular  obfervation. 

CL  Do  you  remember  his  receiving  a letter  from  Sir 
William  Wheeler  upon  any  occafion,  and  when;  the  full 
letter  he  received  from  Sir  William  Wheeler  ? 

A.  He  faid  he  had  received  a letter  from  Sir  William 
Wheeler. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  being  fhewn  an  anfwer  to 
that  letter  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir.  ' . p 

Q,  Who  fhewed  it  you  ? 

A.  Mr.  Donellan. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  having  made  any  obfervation 
upon  that  letter  to  Mr.  Donellan  ; I mean  the  letter 
after  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr.  Wilmer  had  been  there? 

A.  Yes,  Sir,  I remember  his  reading  the  letter,  and 
he  faid  he  would  fend  it.  I faid  1 did  not  think  it  was 
right,  I thought  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  ; I faid  it 
was  unnecefiary  to  fend  that  letter. 

CL  Did  you  aflign  any  reafon  why  the  letter  would 
be  objected  to,  and  why  it  would  be  of  no  ufe  ? 

A.  No,  Sir. 

CL  You  did  not  mention  it  would  be  unnecefiary  to 
fend  Yuch  a letter  ? 

A.  I faid  he  had  better  let  it  alone,  and  not  fend  fuch 
a letter  •,  and  he  faid  it  was  highly  neceffary. 

Q.  You  did  not  alfign  your  reafons  to  him  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  He  faid  it  was  necefiary  to  fend  the  anfwer,  and 

he  did  ? 

A.  Yes. 

(L  Do  you  recolleft  what  day  Sir  Theodofius  was 
buried  ? 

A.  He  died  upon  the  Wednefday  morning,  and  was 
buried  upon  the  next  Wednefday. 

t CL  Do 
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Do  you  remember  afterwards  attending  before 
the  Coroner  and  his  jury,  in  order  to  be  examined  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Was  Mr.  Donellan  prefent  at  that  examination  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  was, 

O Did  you  (late,  and  give  to  the  jury  the  fame  ac- 
count you  have  done  to-day  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Did  you  mention  to  the  jury  your  account  of  the 

circumftance  of  wafhing  the  bottle. 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Qi,  When  you  returned  home  to  Lawford  Hall,  had 
you  any  converfation  with  Mr.  Donellan  refpe&ing  that 
circumftance  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir;  he  laid  I had  no  occafion  to  mention 
wafhing  the  bottles,  if  they  did  not  a(k  the  queftion. 

Q^Hefaid,  before  his  wife,  to  you,  you  had  no  oc- 
cafion to  have  told  of  the  circumftance  of  my  wafhing 
the  bottles ; he  faid  you  are  only  to  anlwer  the  queftions 
that  are  put  to  you  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Upon  the  morning  of  the  death  of  your  fon,  did 
Mr.  Donellan  endeavour  to  account  to  you,  by  any 
means,  in  any  way,  for  the  death  of  Sir  Theodofius  ? 

A.  When  the  things  were  removing  away  in  order 
to  be  put  in  an  inner  room,  he  faid  to  the  maid,  take 
his  (lockings,  they  have  been  wet,  he  has  catched  cold 
to  be  fure,  and  that  might  have  occafioned  his  death  : 
upon  that  I examined  them,  and  there  was  no  mark  or 
appearance  of  their  having  been  wet. 

U.  Now,  I prefume  you,  and  Sir  Theodofius  and 
Mr.  Donellan,  and  the  reft  of  the  family,  dined  at  the 
lame  table  together  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  fome  months  before  the  death  of  Sir  Theo- 
dofius,  had  there  been  any  attention  in  you  or  any  other 

* part 
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part  of  the  family,  not  to  eat  off  the  fame  difh  that  Sir 
Theodofius  eat  of? 

A.  I cannot  fay  that  there  was. 

Do  you  recollett  any  fuch  circumftance  drawing 
your  attention  ? 

A.  W e eat  off  the  fame  dilhes. 

Q.  Was  there  any  fear  entertained  by  you  or  any 
body  elfe,  of  the  danger  of  eating  of  what  he  eat  ? 

A.  Mr.  Donellan  recommended  me  not  to  drink  out 
of  the  cup  with  him,  becaufe  he  was  affe&ed  with  the 
venereal  diforder,  and  not  to  touch  the  bread  he  eat, 
that  his  hands  might  be  dirty,  as  he  made  ufe  of  arfenic, 
but  no  attention  was  paid  to  that  afterwards. 

But  no  fuch  attention  was  paid  to  it  afterwards  b^ 
any  body  ? 

A,  No,  Sir. 


Crofs  Examination. 


When  was  it  your  Ladyfhip  and  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton  went  to  Bath  ? 

A.  The  firft  of  November  1778. 

When  was  it  you  learnt  from  Mr.  Donellan 
that  your  fon  was  in  a bad  Hate  of  health,  how  long  be- 
fore his  death  ? 

A.  In  Auguft,  fome  little  time. 

Q.  About  what  time,  fix  months,  or  twelve  months, 
pr  two  years  ? 

A.  About  three  weeks  or  a month  before  his  death. 

Q.  That  was  only  after  hearing  of  the  prefent  com- 
plaint ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Before  that,  Mr.  Donellan  often  exprelTed  to  you 
that  Sir  Theodofius  was  in  a bad  Hate  of  health  ? 

A.  Yes. 
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Q.  For  a long  time  before  ? 

A.  Yes,  that  he  was  in  a bad  way,  and  lie  defired 
me  not  to  go,  for  fomething  or  other  might  happen  to 
him. 

Court.  CL  How  long  ago  was  that  when  he  faid 
fomething  might  happen  to  him  ? 

A.  About  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  before  Sir 
Theodofius  died, 

Qj_  Had  not  you  yourfelf  apprized  Mr.  Donellan  ancf 
his  Lady,  that  he  was  in  a bad  llate  of  health? 

A.  I had  told  them  of  it. 

Q.  Was  not  your  Ladyflu'p  the  perfon  who  informed 
Mr.  Donellan  of  his  ill  date  of  health  ? 

A.  I had  faid  he  had  been  ill  at  different  times,  that 
he  had  a particular  diforder. 

CL  I aik  you,  if  your  Ladyfhip  had  not  written  to 
Bath  in  1777  and  1778,  that  his  fine  complexion  was 
gone,  and  he  was  in  a very  bad  way  ? 

A.  I faid  I was  afraid  he  was  in  a bad  way,  and  that 
his  complexion  was  altered. 

Qi,  1 put  thefe  words.  Did  you  write  his  fine  com- 
plexion was  gone  ? 

A.  Yes,  1 did. 

Qi.  You  went  to  Bath,  at  what  time  was.it  ? 

A.  'Ihefird  of  November,  .1778. 

Having  previoufly  informed  them  he  was  in  a 
bad  date  of  health  ? 

A.  Yes. 

.%  Mfhen  y°u  mnt  to  Bath,  Sir  Theodofius  went 
With  you? 

A.  Yea. 

Q.  Pray,  Madam,  fo  you  .recolleS  a quarrel  that  hap- 
pened between  Sir  Theodofius  and  a gentleman  at  Bath  ? 

A.  Yes], 


( 
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A.  Yes,  Sir,  feme  gentlemen  and  Mr.  Donellan  in* 
terfered,  to  prevent  any  thing  happening. 

Does  not  your  Ladylhip  recoiled  a quarrel  that 
Sir  I heedolius  had  at  Rugby  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir, 

Who  was  fent  for  upon  that  occafion  ? 

A.  Mr.  Donellan, 

CL  Did  not  your  Ladylhip  go  to  Mr.  Donellan’s 
room  door,  and  prefs  him  to  go  over  immediately  ? 

A.  I went  to  him? 

<L  Did  not  you  put  the  letter  under  the  door  ? 

A.  I wilhed  to  have  the  letter  put  under  the  door  ; 
I called  the  fcrvant  up,  it  was  direded  to  Mr.  Donel- 
lan. That  letter  exprefled  a defire,  that  Mr.  Donellan 
fhould  go  to  Rugby,  upon  account  of  a quarrel  that  my 
fon  had  had  with  a gentleman  there. 

Q,  Did  Mr.  Donellan  interfere  to  prevent  any  mif- 
chief  that  might  have  happened  there  ? 

A.  He  told  me  he  did. 

Q.  Did  he  not  quarrel  with  another  gentleman  at 
JDaventree  ? 


A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  with  a Mr.  Willets  ? 

q.  Was  there  not  a quarrel  with  Mr.  Chartres  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Both  at  the  fame  time  i 
Y es 

Q.  Don’t  you  recoiled  your  foil  telling  you,  that 
he  went  up  the  church  at  Newbold,  and  tumbled  from 
the  weather-cock,  and  had  it  not  been  for  Mr.  Donellan, 
who  caught  him  in  his  arms,  he  mult  have  broke  his 

neck  ^ 

A.  He  told  me  that  lie  went  up  to  the  top  of  the 
eaftle. 
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(X  Did  not  you  return  home  together \ in  tlie 
Couch  Did  dot  he  mention  it  in  rhe  co  .cn  ? 

A.  He  did  not  mention  it  to  me. 

Q.  Did  not  he  mention  he  had  gone  up  to  the 
top  of  a chu  ch,  and  had  fallen  down  in  going  up 
to  the  weather -cock  ? 

A.  No. 

Qh  What  tim-1  in  the  morning  was  it  your  lady— 
ihip  rofe  on  the  30th  of  Auguft  ? 

• A.  About  fixer  half  after  fix,  I believe. 

Q.  The  day  befo.e  you  lay  Sir  rheodofius  had 
been  out  fifliing  ? 

A.  Yes. 

What  time  did  he  return  ? 

A.  A little  after  nine  o’clock. 

Did  not  you  enquire  the  reafon  about  his  be- 
ing out  lo  late  ? 

A.  Yes.  I began  to  be  uneafy,  and  I fent'  my 
fervant  to  him.  I laid  go  and  teli  him  I want  to 
fpeak  with  him. 

Q.  Do  you  recoiled  whether  his  being  out  lb' 
late  might  or  not  affed  him  ? 

A.  No.  I did  not  perceive  it. 

Do  you  recoiled  whether  Mr.  Donellan  was 
or  not  gone  to  bed  before  Sir  Theodofius  returned? 

A.  I believe  he  was. 

Q..  Was  your  ladylhip  and  Mr.  Donellan  to  ride 
but  the  next  morning  ? 

A.  Yes  we  were,  as  I pafled  by  the  window  and 
iooked  into  the  littie  court,  I heard  Mr.  Donellan 
call  out,  is  your  ladylhip  ready  to  ride  out  ? 1 faid 
I am  not  ready,  i lhali  be  ready  in  about  a quarter 
of  an  hour,  1 am  going  to  put  my  things  on. 
He  tnen  walked  out,  and  laid  he  would  go  to  INcwn- 
ham  wells. 

D.  That  was  after  you  left  your  Ion’s  room. 

A.  Yes, 
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Will  you  tell  me  how  it  happened,  that  af- 
ter your  fon  had  given  lymptoms  of  thefe  convul- 
five  appearances  he  did,  and  frightened  your  la- 
dyfhip  fo  much,  you  did  not  difclofe  at  that  time 
to  Mr.  Donncllan,  you  was  in  that  condition  you 
could  not  ride  ? 

A.  I thought  I might  think  wrong,  I thought 
he  might  go  out  of  the  convulfions,  and  as  he  was 
going  to  doze,  and  that  it  was  nothing  but  the 
violent  efforts  to  keep  down  the  medicine,  which 
Occafioned  fuch  illnefs. 

Q.  Was  it  lei's  than  two  minutes  after  he  rook 
the  meuicine,  thefe  appearances  came  upon  him  ? 

A.  It  was  almofl  immediately. 

Q.  Did  your  ladylhip  give  him  fome  phyfic 
upon  the  Monday  ? 

A.  No.,-  I did  not. 

Had  that  been  given  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Now  and  then  you  did  give  him  his  phyfic  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Do  you  recoiled  his  faying  it  had  a very 
naufeous  tafte? 

A.  Yes,  an  ugly  tafte  and  an  ugly  fmell 

Q,  N aufeous  was  the  exprefiion  you  made  ufe 
of  before  ? 

(No  anfwer.) 

Q.  Now,  Madam,  your  Ladylhip  was  pleafed  to 
fay,  you  always  gave  this  account  when  you  was 
formerly  examined  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recoiled  ever  mentioning  when  you 
was  examined  before  the  Coroner  this  fad,  that 
Mr.  Donellan  Laid,  that  I fhould  not  have  known 
what  I fhould  have  done,  if  I had  not  thought  of 
faying,  that  I put  my  finger  in  to  tafte  ? 


A.  I 


f 5*  ] 

A.  I mentioned  that  when  I was  examined  bee 
fore  the  Coroner. 

CK  Yon  did  mention  this  before  the  Coroner  ? 

A.  Yes,  I did.  When  I told  him.  Captain 
Donellan  turned  about  and  faid,  1 did  it  to  put  my 
finger  into  tafte  •,  that  he  faid  himlelf. 

I am  aiking  what  your  Ladyfhip  faid  and 
fwore  ? Go  on  with  your  anfwer,  madam. 

A.  My  anfwer  was,  I faid  when  I told  him  of 
his  wafhing  the  bottles,  he  faid  that  he  did  it  to 
put  his  finger  to  it.  I afked  why  he  did  it.  He 
laid  he  did  it  to  put  his  finger  to  it  to  tafte.  he  men- 
tioned this  before  the  Coroner. 

Q.  I afked  whether  you  declared  before  the  Co- 
roner, that  Mr.  Donellan  told  Mrs.  Donellan  in 
your  hearing,  that  if  he  had  not  thought  of  faying 
that  he  did  it  to  put  his  finger  into  tafte,  he  fhould 
not  known  what  to  have  done.  Did  you  mention 
that  before  the  Coroner  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Qe  And  fwore  to  it  ? 

A.  Yes, 

I imagine  you  was  examined  a fecond  time, 
was  it  upon  the  firft  or  fecond  examination  ? 

A.  1 think  it  was  the  fecond. 

Q.  Was  your  firft  examination  read  over  to  you 
at  your  fecond  examination  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  I wifti  to  put  your  Ladyfhip  in  mind  whe- 
ther upon  your  fecond  examination  before  the  Co- 
roner, you  do  not  recollect  this  circumftance,  after 
you  had  two  or  three  days  to  recoliedt  all  the  cir- 
cumftances.  Did  you  mention  this,  that  he  faid 
he  did  it  to  tafte  it  ? 

A.  He  find  he  did  it  to  tafte  it. 

0,1 


I 
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I underflood  your  Ladyfhip  to  fay,  he  told 
you  ne  did  it  to  taite  it  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  hut  your  examination  was  read  refpedting 
the  converfation  you  had  in  the  parlour  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  mention  the  circumftance  of  the 
C iachman  being  fentfor  into  the  parlour,  and  his 
afk  ng  him  abou'  going  to  Newnham  Wells,  and 
th  n fayinc;  now  you  are  my  evidence.  Was  that 
mentioned  y your  Ladylhip  ? 

A.  I believe  it  was.  Bui  whether  I mentioned 
it  before  the  Coroner  the  frit  time:,  or  fecond,  I do. 
not  know. 

I afk  if  any  converfation  pafied  between 
Mr  Donellan  and  your  Ladyfhip,  between  the  time 
of  his  repeating  the  expaffion  you  have  fo  often 
mentioned,  and  his  lending  for  the  Coachman  ? 

A.  There  was'.  He  mentioned  it  as  1 tell  you, 
and  becaufc  I did  no.  make  any  anfwer  the  fecond 
time,  he  lent  for  the  Coachman. 

Q.  You  laid  fomething  about  Mr.  Donellan’s 
mare,  one  of  yqur  fervants  informed  you  Mr.  Do- 
neilan  had  it  ; in  point  of  la£t,  Did  not  he  go  lor 
Mr.  Don;  ban’s  mare  to  fetch  Mr.  Powell  ? 

A.  I hat  1 cannot  lay. 

Q.  You  have  laid  Mr.  Donellan  a fecond  time 
put  the  bottles  in  the  hands  of  Sarah  Blundell. 
Was  that  circunaftance  diiclofcd  in  evidence  before 
the  Coroner  ? 

(That  queftion  was  objected  to  by  the  Counfel 
and  the  Judge.) 

Mr.  Newnham.  I fhould  not  have  afked  that 
queftion  upon  the  fubjeft,  if  fomething  had  not 
dropt  refpeCting  his  hands  being  dirty  in  poifoning 

of  ft  lb.  * 

Lady 
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Lady  Boughton.  Mr.  Donellan  faid  his  hands 
might  be  dirty,  having  ufed  po.fon  for  fifh  or  fome. 
tbing  of  that  lort. 

Q.  I afk  your  Ladyfhip  whether  you  do  not 
know  heaccuied  himfelf  with  poifoningof  fifh,  and 
laying  p ufon  ai  out  for  rats? 

A Yes. 

Ch  Do  you  know  where  he  put  or  kept  thofe 
things  ? 

A.  I do  not  know  every  place,  he  put  them  in 
fome  places. 

Q.  1 hi  fc  things  he  ufed  to  amufe  himfelf,  were 
arlenic,  I will  not  mince.  Do  you  know  of  a large 
quantity  he  fent  for  ? 

A.  Yes. 

He  fent  for  a pound  of  arfenic  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Where  did  he  keep  it  ? 

A.  In  a dofet. 

A id  there  it  was  kept  ufually  locked  pp  ? 

A-  Yes.  It  was  moftjy  locked  up. 


Examination  ih  reply. 

' . Q?  You  have  been  afked  as  to  fome  particular 
mitances  of  fnen  ifii  p,  (hewn  by  Captain  Donellan 
to  your  Ion  Sir  1 heodofius.  What  was  his  gene-? 
ral  behaviour  to  Sir  Theodofi us,  for  fome  months 

bd  >re  he  died  ; whether  he  treated  him  with  re- 
Ipcct  and  frien  Jlhip,  or  tendernels,  or  otherwife  ? 

A About  a foi tnight  before  my  fon’s  death’  I 
heaid  of  lomething. 

Q.  I afk  as  to  your  own  knowledge,  whether 
you  have  had  anyoccafiop  to  obferve  any  ? 

A.  Only  what  1 have  heard  my  Son  fay. 

Court.  Q.  Have  you  heard  your  Son  fay  any 
thing  about  u at  times  ? 7 

A.  Mv 
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A.  My  Son  and  he  uled  to  be  angry  with  each 
other  at  times. 

Q.  You  obferved  they  did  not  live  in  terms  of 
friendfhip  together  ? 

A.  No. 

Court.  CL  Notin  general  ? 

A.  No. 

Mr.  Newnham.  Q.  I apprehend  they  were  thofe 
fort  of  words  that  happen  in  all  families,  more  or 
lels  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Qi  When  you  went  down  in  the  parlour,  who 
did  you  find  there  ? 

A.  As  I came  down  in  the  parlour  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Donellan  were  both  there. 

<L  How  long  had  he  been  gone  before  you 
went  into  the  parlour  ? 

A.  Not  long. 

CL  Was  what  he  faid  to  his  wife,  that  you  had 
been  pleafed  td  take  notice  of  his  walking  out  the 
bottles,  fpoken  in  any  paffion  or  relentment,  or  in 
what  manner  ? 

A.  Rather  in  a way  of  refentment. 

Q.  Was  there  any  converfation  between  you 
and  the  prifoner,  faying  Ike  was  pleafed  to  take  no- 
tice of  his  walking  out  the  bottles  ? 

A.  Not  that  I recollect.  No,  I don’t  recolleft 
any  converfation  in  particular. 

CATHERINE  AMOS,  Sworn. 

0 

0^  Did  you  live  at  Lawford  at  the  time  of  the 
death  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  ? 

A.  Yes,1^  I was  there  a little  before  his  death  a- 
bout  five  months. 

CL  Did  you  live  there  at  that  time  ? 


A.  Yes. 
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A.  Yes. 

Qi  In  what  capacity  was  you  ? 

A.  I was  Cook. 

Q.  Was  you  lent  for  by  Lady  Boughton  to 
come  into  his  chamber? 

A.  I was  called  there  by  Lady  Boughton’s  maid. 

Court  Q.  What  was  her  name? 

A.  Sarah  Blundell.  She  is  fince  dead. 

Counfel  In  what  place  was  you  defired  to 
Hand  ? 

A.  I was  called  to  (land  by  Sir  Theodofius. 
I ftood  by  Sir  Theodofius,  and  wiped  the  froth  from 
his  mouth,  v 

Qi  When  you  came  into  that  room  where  Sir 
Theodofius  was,  in  what  condition  was  he? 

A.  He  never  ftirred  hand  nor  foot,  but  frothed 
at  the  mouth  j and  I wiped  the  froth  three  or  four 
times.  ✓ 

Q.  Was  his  bodv  motionlefs  ? 

A.  His  ftomach  heaved  very  much. 

Was  there  any  noife  ? 

A.  He  guggled  at  the  throat. 

Ch  You  know  of  no  other  circumftances  ? 

A.  No  ,Sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  from  thence  ? 

A.  About  my  work,  for  my  work  lay  below 
flairs. 


Qr  How  long  was  it  before  you  favv  Mr 
Donellan  ? 

A,  It  might  be  about  a quarter  of  an  hour  01 
more. 

Qi  Where  did  you  fee  him  ? 

A.  In  the  paffage,  near  the  kitchen. 

Q:  Did  he  fay  any  thing  to  you  ? 

,^re  feid'  to  me.  it  was  very  filly,  that  Sit 
J heodofiuswas  out  very  late  the  overnight  fifliincr. 

^ O 

Quell. 
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Qe  Go  on  and  repeat  the  particular  words,  Mr; 
Donellan  made  ufe  of  to  you. 

A.  Mr.  Donellan  laid  when  he  came  home  from 
Newbold,  there  was  nothing  at  all  the  mat- 
ter, but  a blood  velfel  was  broke. 

Qi  At  this  time  when  you  faw  him  in  the  paf- 
fage,  what  did  he  fay  ? 

A.  He  faid  it  was  very  filly  Sir  Theodofius’s  being 
out  fo  late,  upon  taking  fuchp'hyfic  as  he  had  been 
taking  before  that  time. 

Ch  Did  he  fay  that  he  had  been  filhing  ? 

A.  He  faid  it  was  very  filly  to  be  out  fo  late  a 
filhing. 

Q.  Did  he  give  any  other  reafon  why  it  was  fo 
filly  to  be  fo  late  out  a filhing  ? 

A.  No  Sir. 

Ch  Did  he  fay  any  thing  more  at  time  ? 

A.  I don’t  remember  he  did. 

kh  Did  yon  fee  Mr.  Donellan  the  day  that  the 
body  was  opened  ? 

A.  Yes,  I faw  him  that  day. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Donellan  fay  at  that  time  ? 

A.  He  faid  there  was  nothing  at  all  the  matter 
but  a blood  velfel  broken,  that  was  the  caule  of 
Sir  Theodofius’s  death. 

Q.  Did  he  fay  it  was  nothing  but  a blood  velfel 
broke  ? 

A.  Nothing  at  all  the  matter  but  a blood  velfel 
broke. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Donellan  bring  any  thing  to  you 
at  or  about  the  time  of  Sir  T heodofius’s  death  ? 

' A.  No,  Sir. 

Q.  About  the  time  that  Sir  Theodofius  died  or 
fome  time  before  his  death,  did  he  never  apply  to' 
you  and  bring  you  any  thing  ? 

A.  No  nothing. 


Quell. 
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For  no  purpofe  ? 

A.  No.  . 

Q.  Did  he  defire  you  to  put  any  thing  into  an 

oven  ? t.  • 

(Counfel  for  the  Prifoner  obje&ed  to  that  quef. 

tion.) 

The  Counfel  then  put  the  following  queftion.  Was 
there  any  thing  brought  to  you,  by  Mr.  Donellan; 
about  a month  before  or  about  three  weeks  before 
the  death  of  Sir  Theodofius  BoUghtort  ? 

A.  No. 

Court  To  Lady  Boughton.  Did  Sir  Theo- 
dofius fpeak  after  he  had  taken  the  medicine  and 
lain  down  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  Nothing  articulate  after  he  had 
lain  down. 

Counfel  To  Catherine  Amos;  What  wa$ 
your  Bufinefs  at  lady  Boughton’sf  ? 

A.  I was  cook  maid. 

Was  the  oven  under  your  dire&idn  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  brought  to  you  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir,  the  Captain’s  ftill. 

CK  Who  brought  that  ? 

A.  The  Captain  brought  it. 

Q.  When  did  he  bring  it  ? 

A.  Some  time  after  Sir  Theodofius’s  death. 

How  long  after  his  death  ? 

A.  To  the  beft  of  my  remembrance  it  might  b'C 
a fortnight,  but  I cannot  fay  juftly. 

Q.  What  was  there  in  it  when'  he  brought  it  ? 
A.  There  was  nothing  at  all  in  it.  It  had  becni 
Wafhed  and  was  dry; 

Q.  What  did  he  defire  you  to  do  with  it  ? 

, A-  °nly  t0  put  it  into  the  oven  and  dry  it  thatf 
rt  might  not  ruft, 

Quel? 


1 
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Q.  What  did  you  fay  to  that  ? 

A..  I faid  if  1 put  it  in  then  it  would  unfolder 
it,  becaufe  it  was  tin. 

No  Crojs  Examination. 

The  Rev.  PIERS  NEWSAM,  Sworn. 

CC  Did  you  fee  Captain  Donellan  about  the  time 
of  the  death  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  ? 

A.  Upon  the  Saturday  preceding  his  death. 

CC  Where  did  you  fee  him  ? 

A.  At  Lawiord  Elall. 

CC  Had  you  any  converfation  with  him  ? 

•y  I had. 

CC  Will  you  be  fo  good  to  relate  to  the  court 
what  that  converfation  was  ? 

A.  Ele  informed  me  that  Sir  Theodofius  Bough- 
ton  was  in  a very  (ill  ltate  of  health,  that  he  had 
ver  got  rid  of  the  diforder  he  had  brought  with 
him  from  fchool,  and  had  been  continually  adding 
to  it,  that  he  had  made  luch  frequent  uie  of  [mer- 
cury outwardly  that  his  blood  was  a rnefs  of  mer- 
cury and  corruption-,  that  he  had  at  that  time  a vio- 
lent fwelling  in  the  groin,  which  they  were  endea- 
vouring to  bring  to  a-head  that  Sir  Theodofius 
was  fo  obftinate  that  he  would  not  attend  to  it,  nor 
take  the  medicines,  but  laid  he  was  well  enough  ; 
that  they  were  fearfu]  it  would  turn  into  his  blood, 
lor  it  was  at  that  time  at  the  crifis  -,  and  laid  he  had 
frequent  fweliings  in  his  throat,  that  his  breath  was 
fo  offenfive  he  could  hardly  bear  to  fit  at  table  with 
him,  that  at  intervals  his  intellects  were  fo  much  af- 
fe&ed  nobody  knew  what  it  was  to  live  with  him  ; 
my  anfwer  to  him  was,  it  that  was  the  ca.e  I did  not 
apprehend  his  life  was  worth  two  years  purchaie, 
he  reply’d  not  one,;  I afked  him  what  advice  he  hat., 
he  told  me  he  was  a patient  of  Mr.  Powell,  apotne- 
c'ary  of  Rugby,  and  that  he  was  attended  by  him, 
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and  that  his  medicines  was  principally  made  up  by 
iome  prefcriptions,  which  he  had  from  Mr.  Kerr, 
who  had  him  under  his  care  while  he  was  at  Mr. 
Jones’s. 

Q.  Was  that  all  the  converfation  that  pafled  ? 

A.  Not  all.  He  faid  at  the  time  he  was  at  Mr. 
Jones’s  fchool,  that  lady  Boughton  had  helped  him 
to  a book  called  the  Family  Phyfician,  which  he 
was  very  fond  of  confulting. 

Q.  I would  alk  yon,  if  you  are  well  acquainted 
with  this  family  ? 

A.  Very  well. 

Q.  Perhaps  you  can  tell  us  what  was  the  adtual 
ftate  of  health  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  at  that 
time  ? 

A.  From  his  appearance  nothing  at  all  uncom- 
mon, he  looked  like  a man  to  all  appearance  in 
health,  but  he  did  not  look  fo  florid  in  his  counte- 
nance as  formerly. 

CK  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  his  countenance? 

A.  Sir  Theodofius  did  fuppofe  he  was  out  of 
order;  but  as  to  his  appearance  he  looked  very 
well. 

Q.  You  know  the  family  very  well,  according  to 
your  obfervation  do  you  know  upon  what  fort  of 
terms.  Captain  Donellan  and  Sir  The.  Boughton 
lived  for  fometime  preceding  the  death  of  Sir  Theo- 
dofius. 

A.  That  I cannot  fpeak  to,forthefourlaft  months 
before  this  I had  been  abfent  at  my  other  living 
which  I have  befides  this;  upon  Saturday  preceding 
his  death  the  26th  day  of  Augult,  this  converfation 
pafled. 

Crojs  Examination. 

Sir  Theodofius  I believe,  (the  Prifoner  told 
you)  had  been  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Kerr? 

A.  I believe  he  did. 
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C).  He  is  an  eminent  furgeon  at  Northampton  ? 

A.  Yes. 

He  told  you  that  Mr.  Powel  had  given  ouf 
his  medicines  by  the  prefcription  at  that  time  of 
Mr.  Kerr. 

A.  Yes,  at  the  time  he  was  at  Mr.  Jones’s, 

Q.  Had  you  any  letter  fent  you  by  Mr.  Don- 
ellan  ? 

A.  I had. — It  is  in  court. 

Have  you  got  it  about  you  ? 

A.  I have  not,  it  was  demanded  of  me  time  time 
ago. 

Q.  When  was  the  date  of  that  letter  ? 

A.  I cannot  recoiled  the  date,  1 received  it  the 
day  that  the  Jury  was  fitting  at  Newbold,  I b$- 
lieve  the  firft  time. 

When  the  body  was  to  be  opened  ? 

A.  Yes,  upon  the  morning  of  that  day, 

Mr.  KERR,  Sworn. 

I underftand  you  are  a furgeon,  and  live  at 
Northampton  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Do  you  recoiled  haying  attended  Sir^l  heo- 
dofius  Boughton  when  he  was  at  Mr.  Jones  s ? 

A.  1 do.  Sir.  . , 

Q.  Was  the  diforder  for  which  you  attended 

him  at  that  time  compleatly  cured,  or  not  ? 

A.  1 faw  no  diforder-,  there  was  a fmall  wart 
upon  the  head  of  the  glans,  I did  not  conhder 
that  as  any  complaint. 

Q.  You  found  nothing  that  you  can  call  a com- 
plaint ? 

A.  I will  tell  you  what  the  appearance  was . 
there  was  a fmall  wart  upon  the  prepuce.  It  was 
Jo  flight,  I did  not  confider  it  as  venereal^ 
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Q Was  the  ftate  of  his  body  fuch  as  teemed 
neceffary  to  you  to  give  him  the  prefcription  he 
was  to  follow,  or  take  notice  of  for  the  cure  of 

a venereal  complaint  ? . . . r 

A.  No.— Except  I gave  him  a prefcription  for 

a lotion.  „ . 

n When  he  went  from  under  your  care,  you 

considered  him  as  by  no  means  difordered  by  any 

venereal  complaint  ? 

A.  I confidered  him  as  having  no  venereal  com- 

Newnham.  Is  not  a lotion  * medicine  ? 
A.  Certainly. 

Dr.  DAVID  RATTRAY,  Sworn. 

You  are  a phyfician  at  Coventry  ? 

A.  1 am. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  receiving  any  mefiage 
from  any  body,  and  from  whom,  to  come  to  Law- 
ford-hall  ? 

A.  Upon  the  4th  of  September  in  the  after- 
noon, I received  an  anonymous  note ; I mean  a 
note  was  fent  by  fome  perfon,  defiring  me  to  go 
to  Lawford-hall,  in  order  to  examine  the  body  of 
Sir  Theodofius  Boughton. 

Have  you  got  that  note  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  I have  not;  I did  not  think  it  of 
any  moment,  and  I have  not  preferved  it. 

You  had  notice  to  produce  it  ? 

A.  I gave  an  anfwer  at  the  fame  time  that  I 
had  not  got  it.—The  note  imported  likewife,  thaf 
I was  to  bring  Dr.  Wilmer  with  me.  Mr.  Wilr 
mer  happened  to  be  out  of  town  that  afternoon  ; 

but 
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but  as  foon  as  I could  find  him,  and  he  came  to 
Coventry,  we  went  to  Lawford-hall  together. 

What' time  in  the  evening? 

A.  As  to  the  exadt  time  I cannot  pretend  to 
fay,  it  wa^  growing  dark  when  we  arrived  there. 

Qa  When  you  arrived  there,  did  you  or  not 
find  Captain  Donnellan  ? 

A.  The  firft  bbjt-dt  that  I faw  was  Captain  Don- 
ellan  with  a candle  in  his  hand ; he  was  the  firft 
perfon  that  received  us  in  the  hall,  I think. 

Q.  What  palled  between  Captain  Donellan.  and 
you  upon  your  coming  theie?  • ■ ■ • - - • ; 

A.  As  Captain  Donellan  lighted  me  into  the 
parlour,  he  laid,  have  you  heard  from,  or  feen  Sir 
.William  Wheler;  I laid  1 had  not.  I believe  he 
afterwards  added,  . I rather  expedt  Sir  William 
W ;eler  will  be  here-,  if  he  does  not  come,  I fhall 
he^r  from  him.  f 

2.  He  faid  that  he!  expedled  Sir  William 
Wheler  would  be  there,  dr  he  fhould  hear  from 

him.  . 

A.  Yes,  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

Did  he  fay  any  thing  further  ? 

A.  We  were  afked  to  take  a drop  of  what  they 
had  in  the  houfe,  by  way ' of  refreffiment,  and 
the  coffin  in  the  mean  time  was  ordered  to  be  un- 
foldered,  and  we  begged  as  foon  as  it  was  done, 
ive  might  know.  As  foon  as  they  came  and  in- 
formed us  the  coffin  was  opened,  we  we  nt  to  fee 
the  corpfe. 

’ Q.  But  before  you  went  to  lee  the  corpfe,  and 
the  coffin  was  unfoldered,  was  any  letter  fhewn  you, 
or  not,  by  Captain  Donellan  ? 

A.  A letter  I law,  Sir.  ''  J ' 

From 
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Q.  From  whom  did  the  letter  come  ? 

A.  From  Sir  William  Wheler,  in  anfwer,  as  1 
iinderftood,  to  a mefiage  which  Captain  Donellan 
had  lent  requefting  Sir  William  Wheler  to  come 
and  lee  the  body  opened. 

Was  that  fhewn  you  by  the  prifoner? 

A.  When  I came  down,  Mr.  Powel,  the  apothe- 
cary, ftood  by  a great  table,  reading  the  letter* 
Captain  Donellan,  1 law,  turned  up  the  letter  to 
lee  the  diredtion. 

Ch  Do  you  remember  whether  he  read  it  fo  that 
you  heard  the  contents  of  it.? 

A.  I heard  part  of  it. 

Ch  Look  and  fee  whether  that  was  the  letter? 

( A letter  (hewn  him.) 


A.  I pretty  well  remember  what  part  I heard  5 
it  was  that  part  of  the  letter  in  which  Sir  William 
Wheler  excufed  himfelf  from  coming  to  Lawford- 
hall,  faying  he  conceived  nobody  was  proper  to  be 
there,  but  the  furgeon  and  phyfician  that  was 
fent  for. 

Q.  Naming  nobody’s  name  ? 

A.  No  name  was  mentioned,  only  furgeon  and 
phyfician. 

a Did  Captain  Donellan  at  that  time  fpeak 
of  any  other  letter  ? 


A.  He  fearched  in  his  waiftcoat  pocket  for  £ 
letter,  but  inftead  of  that  he  pulled  out  a cover 
which,  according  to  the  flight  glance  I had  of  it 
was  Sir  William  Wheler’s  hand-writing:  but  am 
other  letter  I cannot  fpeak  of.  1 3 


( Another  letter  J hewn  him.) 

can  you  tell  whether  that  was  the  letter 
Captain  Do.iellan  fhewed  you  ? 

A.  Hcie  are  the  very  words  I juft  now  men- 
tioned, 1 glanced  my  eye  over  it. 


QcIb 
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In  confequerice  of  having  feen  that  fettefj 
what  did  you  and  Mr.  Wilmer  proceed  to  do  ? 

A.  Immediately  after  fome  little  converfatiorf 
about  that  letter,  Captain  Donellan,  I think,  faid 
Sir  William  Wheler  was  extremely  polite. — That 
his  letters  were  extremely  polite. — That  the  letter 
he  firft  received  was  much  of  the  fame  nature  as 
the  lad,  very  polite.  At  the  bottom  of  the  ftairs, 
he  faid,  Gentlemen,  you  will  excu'fe  me,  or  fome- 
thing  to  that  effedt ; upon  that  we  walked  up 
ftairs.  Mr.  Wilmer  went  up  firft,  and  exprdTed 
fome  furprize  at  firft  at  the  fmell,  and  faid,  Good 
God!  what  a ftench  here  is  at  the  door;  upon 
which  I immediately  entered,  and  faw  the  body 
for  the  firft  time. 

Did  you  ufe  any  expreflions  of  any  fort  at 
the  time  of  feeing  the  body  to  Captain  Donellan, 
as  to'  the  time  of  being  fent  for,  or  to  any  other 
effeft  refpe&ing  the  occafion  of  your  being  there  ? 

A.  After  I went  into  the  room,  I looked  at  the 
body  feveral  times,  and  fpoke  to  Mr.  Wilmer,  he 
feemed  to  think  it  would  anfwer  no  purpofe  in 
being,  opened  at  that  time,  and  he  alked  Captain 
Donellan  for  what  purpofe  he  wifhed  it  to  be 
opened  ? — he  faid,  for  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  fa- 
mily . — We  thought  at  fo  late  a period,  nothing 
coHld  be  dilcovered. 

Captain  Donellan  faid  the  purpofe  of  your 
opening  the  body  was  for  the  fatisfadlion  of  the 

family  ? . . . . 

A.  Yes.  He  told  us  fo  before  Mr.  Wilmer  and 
I went  up,  I think  he  repeated  that  to  me. 

Q,  Did  he  fpeak  of  any  other  purpofe  for  which 
the  body  was  to  be  opened,  except  the  fatisfaftioir 
of  the  family  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  not  to  me; 


[ 6$  1 

0^  Do  you  remember  at  that  time  whether  he 
ihtimated  to  you  any  fufpicion  of  poifon  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  none. 

Q Nothing  of  that  fort  ? 

A.  No. 

,0.  Did  he  intimate  that  to  you,  or  not  r 

A.  No,  he  did  not. 

In  conlequence  of  this,  you  did  not  in  fa£i 
open  the  body  ? 

A.  We  did  not  open  the  body. 

6F  Now,  how  loon  after  this  was  it  you  was 
fent  for  upon  this  melancholy  occafion  ? 

A.  Upon  the  9th  of  September,  upon  Saturday 
the  9th,  I am  politive. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  meffage  at 
that  time  ? 

A.  I really  do  not  know,  I went  in  confequence 
of  the  meffage  I received  upon  the  9th. 

Inform  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury  what 
paffed  at  that  time  •,  who  did  you  meet  there  on 
the  9th  ? 

A.  Mr.  Wilmer  and  I went  in  company,  we 
met  Mr.  Bucknall  and  Mr.  Powell  of  Rugby,  and 
Mr.  Snow  of  Southam,  I think  thofe  were  all  the 
people.-— Mr.  Bucknall  opened  the  body. 

Where  did  you  meet  at  that  time  ? 

A.  That  was  in  the  church-yard  at  Newbold. 

The  body  had  been  interred  then  ? 

A.  The  body  had  been  in  the  vault,  as  I un* 
dcrftood. 

Qc  When  you  came  there,  inform  the  Gentle* 
men  of  the  Jury  what  paffed  at  that  time  ? 

A.  We  proceeded  to  the  opening  of  the  body 
as  loon  as  we  conveniently  could,  and  infpedled,  as 
far  as  we  were  able,  the  appearances  of  the  body 

K Q^'Nosv 
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Q_,  Now  will  you  be  fo  good  to  inform  m/ 
Lord  and  the  Jury,  what  were  the  material  ap- 
pearances that  (truck  you  at  that  time  ? 

A.  The  material  appearances  in  the  firft  place 
were,  the  body  appeared  much  fwoln  or  diftended 
a great  deal,  the  face  almoft  a round  figure,  ex- 
tremelv  black,  with  the  lips  fwelled  and  retraced, 
the  terth  black,  excepting  a fmall  white  fpeck, 
upon  one  of  the  fore  teeth,  the  tongue  portruding 
beyond  the  front-teeth,  and  turned  upwards  to- 
wards the  nofe*  the  lips  retraced  and  (hewing  the 
gum,  the  tongue  obtruding  beyond  the  teeth,  and 
turned  upwards  towards  the  nofc,  the  blacknefs 
defeended  on  the  throat  gradually  diminifhing  as 
tt  got  towards  the  breaft,  and  the  body  was  (pot- 
ted in  many  parts-,  there  were  other  appearances, 
there  was  another  circumftance,  which  in  decency  I 
thought  proper  not  to  mention,  if  it  is  not  ma- 
terial. 

Cf_  It  is  not  material. — Now,  Dr.  Rattray,  I 
did  not  mean  you  to  give  a general  account  of  all 
the  appearances’ that  ftruck  your  eye  upon  feeing 
the  body,  but  to  confine  you  merely  to  fuch  ap- 
pearances as  are  material. — Tell  me,  if  there  were 
any  that  was  material  fo  as  to  confirm  the  opinion 
you  will  by  and  by  give  upon  the  fubjedt. 

A.  We  proceeded  to  open  the  body,  and  de- 
fecting the  fkin,  the  fat  appeared  in  a difiolving 
Hate  to  water  upon  getting  into  the  Cavity  of  the 
belly,  the  bowels  in  the  lower  belly  feemed  to  put 
on  the  appearance  of  inflammation.  I chufe  to 
make  ufe  of  general  terms  to  convey  an  idea  of 
the  colour  of  it  I make  ufe  of  vulgar  terms  in 
order  to  convey  an  idea  things  in  that  ftate  ge- 
nerally put  on  it  was  fo  at  the  orifice  of  the  ifo- 
mach,  and  at  the  fmaller  arch  of  the  ftomach  ; 
upon  opening  the  cheft,  the  heart  appeared,  upon 
opening  the  membrane  that  enclofes  the  pericar- 
dium 
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djum.  to  be  in  a natural  ftate  j the  lungs  appeared 
what  1 call  fuffufed  with  blood,  looking  red.  fpot- 
ted  in  many  places  with  black  Ipecks  j and  upon 
the  back  part,  the  blood  was  lettled  of  a pur- 
plifh,  or  a deep  red,  approaching  to  a purple 
colour. 

QJFhat  was  the  appearance  acrofs  the  back  part? 

A.  Yes. — I am  fpeaking  of  the  body  as  it  lay, 
the  blood  was  fettled  of  a deep  red  or  a purplilh 
colour  ; the  diaphragma  was  in  the  fame  fate,  and 
in  general  upon  the  depending  furfaces  of  the 
body,  the, blood  was  fettled  in  like  manner-,  the 
kidneys  appeared  black,  and  like  burnt  tinder, 
and  the  liver  much  in  the  fame  ftate,  and  fmall. 
Thefe  are  moft  of  t1  e appearances  I need  mention. 

Q^Now  to  have  done  with  thefe  appearances  for 
a moment,  you  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Powell  ? 

A.  1 have, 

Q^You  have  heard  likewife  the  evidence  of 
Lady  Boughton  ? 

A-  I have. 

Now  upon  the  evidence  of  Lady  Boughton 
and  Mr.  Powell,  independent  ot  the  appearances, 
I would  have  you  forget  them  for  the  prefent. 
Upon  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Powell  and  Lady  Bough- 
ton, tell  me  what  was  the  occafion  in  your  judg- 
ment of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton’s  death  ? 

A.  Independent  do  you  defire  me  to  fay  of  the 
appearances  of  the  body  ? 

Q_  I do. 

A.  Independent  of  thofe  appearances  of  the 
body,  I am  of  opinion,  that  draught,  in  conie- 
quence  of  the  iymptoms  which  followed  the  fwal- 
lowing  of  it,  as  delcribed  by  Lady  Boughton,  was 
poilon,  and  the  immediate  caufe  of  his  death. 

K 2 Qu_  Nov/, 
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Q ^ Now,  Sir,  be  fo  good  as  to  fine  11  on  that  bot- 
tle, and  tell  me  what  in  your  judgment  the  mix- 
ture is,  that  is  infufed  into  that  bottle,  the  noxi- 
ous matter  ? 

A.  The  mixture  in  this  bottle,  I know  well  is 
Laurel  Water.  A diftillation  of  Laurel  Leaves, 
commonlv  called  Laurel  Water. 

\ow  being  lkilled  in  phyfic,  you  have  heard 
M".  Powell’s  account  of  the  mixture,  that  he 
meant  Sir  FheoJofius  to  have  taken  ? 

A.  Yes. 

CL  Tell  me  whether  in  your  judgment,  if  he 
had  taken  the  mixture  Mr.  Powell  had  prepared 
for  him,  it  was  an  innocent  and  a proper  mixture. 

A.  In  my  opinion  perfectly  innocent. 

Q.  Now  Sir,  you  have  told  me  that  in  your 
judgment.  Laurel  Water  is  infufed  in  that  bottle  ? 

A It  is  contained  in  that  bottle. 

CL  Have  you  obferved  or  made  any  particular 
experiments  or  effe&s  of  Laurel  Water  ? 

A I have  leveral. 

CL  No  w be  fo  good  to  inform  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  Jury,  of  the  particular  experiments  you 
have  made,  and  the  appearances  that  have  fhewn 
themfelves  upon  thole  experiments. 

A.  I will  briefly  as  I can.  In  company  with 
Mr  Wilmer,  we  tried  the  firft  experiment  of 
Laurel  Water  upon  a middle  fized  dog;  I held 
his  mouth  open,  and  the  water  was  poured  down, 
I believe  it  might  be  nearly  two  ounces  ; and  the 
dog  which  I held  between  my  knees,  dropt  dead 
in  half  a minute,  as  near  as  1 can  guefs,  to  the 
ground  without  motion,  except  a rumulous  mo- 
tion in  the  lower  jaw.  The  next  animal  upon 
which  I tried  tne  Laurel  Water,  (and  which  was 

likewife 


C % ] 

likewife  in  company  with  Mr.  Wilmer)  was  upon 
an  aged  mare,  to  whom  we  gave  nearly  at  repeat- 
ed intervals,  in  all  near  a pint  and  a half  of  Lau- 
rel Water,  in  about  two  minutes  fhe  was  preci- 
pitated to  the  ground,  with  her  head  under  her, 
and  in  that  manner  tumbled  upon  her  back,  kicking 
violently  ; fhe  afterwards  lay  as  it  were  dill,  at 
lead  the  did  not  kick,  but  feemed  con'vulfed  very 
much,  her  eyes  rolled  about,  rifing  up  her  head  as 
if  in  agonies,  gulphingat  her  flomach,  as  if  fome- 
thing  lay  there  extremely  offenfive  to  her,  and 
heaving  in  the  firft  inftance.  and  during  the  time  fhe 
lived  in  the  mod  extraordinary  manner,  and  at  the 
end  of  fifteen  minutes  expired.  Then  I gave  in 
company  with  a Mr.  Ewbank  at  another  time  to  a 
cat,  a fpoonful  of  Laurel  Water,  which  I had 
feen  didiUed  feemingly  very  pure  and  limped  as  any 
diddled  water,  the  cat,  tnough  fhe  had  not  half  the 
quantity  1 intended,  died  in  three  minutes. 

Court.  Q.  What  quantity  did  you  give  the  cat  ? 

A.  About  a fpoonful,  about  half  an  ounce.  At 
Southam  one  day  the  beginning  of  this  week,  I 
gave  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Snow,  to  another 
horfe  or  mare  aged,  about  a pint  of  Laurel  Wa- 
ter, diddled  by  Mr.  Snow,  upon  her  receiving  into 
her  domach  the  fird  horn,  (which  was  a fmall 
horn)  fhe  dropt  in  one  minute  to  the  ground. 

What  was  the  quantity  ? 

A.  We  gave  her  a pint  in'  all,  at  different  inter- 
vals. 

CK  How  much  might  the  horn  hold  ? 

A.  That  horn  I fuppofe  might  hold  three  or 
four  ounces,  it  was  impofiible  to  give  it  full,  it 
might  fpill,  in  order  to  try  the  drength  of  it,  .as  I 
thought  it  was  very  ftrong,  I defined  we  might  give 
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her  no  more  at  that  time,  and  fhe  with  that  horn- 
full  dropt  to  the  ground,  when  fhe  endeavoured  to 
.raife  herfelf  up,  which  (lie  could  not,  any  further 
than  by  fetting  herfelf  upon  her  buttocks,  in  the 
manner  of  a clog  ; I perceived  by  that  fhe  had  en- 
tirely loft  the  ufe  of  her  hinder  parts  •,  we  then  gave 
her  another  horn  full,  which  in  its  turn  knocked 
her  down  very  loon,  and  at  intervals  we  gave  her 
feveral  horns,  and  at  the  end  of  28  minutes  lhe  ex- 
pired violently  convulled  groaning,  with  her  tongue 
lolling  out  of  her  mouth;  and  indeed  the  firft  horfe 
had  a very  extraordinary  appearance  of  his  tongue, 
which  darted  out  backwards  and  forwards  very 
quick,  this  mare  loiled  it  out,  the  artery  in  the 
neck  of  the  firft  horfe  was  much  diftended,  and 
it  heaved  violently  •,  and  foon  after  the  animal 
ceafed  to  breath,  unlcfs  you  call  the  motion  in  the 
lower  jaw  a breathing,  not  after  any  infpiration, 
All  the  bodies  1 faw  open,  and  in  all  of  them,  there 
was  a violent  detention  of  the  venal  lyftem  from 
the  whole  of  the  veins  in  the  body,  that  is  in  the 
bowels  and  about  the  heart;  in  the  ftomach,  boweis 
and  lungs,  and  fo  on,  the  veins  were  diftended 
and  full  of  blood,  the  lungs  appeared  red  and  luf- 
fufed  : 1 do  not  ule  the  term  inflammation,  in  any 
other  way  than  to  convey  the  vulgar  appearance  of 
a red  colour,  given  to  the  blood  ; the  firft  horfe 
was  violently  tremifled  and  of  a very  red  colour, 
fomethingof  the  colour  of  a deep  pink,  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  natural  colour. 

Qb  Nov/  you  have  fmelt  to  that  bottle  of  Laurel 
Water,  do  you  know  any  thing  of  any  medicine 
which  correl'ponds  with  that  mixture  fo  made  ? 

A.  No.  I do  not  indeed  know  of  any  medi- 
cine th.it  fine  11s  like  it. 
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Q.  Does  the  fmell  defcribed  L>y  Lady  Bo'tfgh- 
ton,  convey  to  you  the  idea  of  that  mixture  which 

you  have  frnelt  to.  . 

A.  Yes,  it  does  •,  and  I have  given  it  to  various 

people  to  cry,  »n  order  that  1 miShc  know  whac  v/as 
the  fmell  they  diicovered,  and  they  always  laid  it 
was  fomething  like  bitter  almonds.  That  was 
how  they  exprefied  it. 

Q.  Now,  Sir,  in  your  judgment,  Is  the  quantity 
one  of  thole  bottles  contain  of  Laurel  Water, 
fufficient  to  take  away  the  life  of  any  human  be- 
ing • ... 

A.  In  my  opinion  it  was. 

Q.  Now,  Sir,  I have  your  opinionupon  the  fub- 
jeft,  independent  of  any  appearances  : Did  you 
obferve  upon  feeing  thofe  appearances,  any  thing 
that  did  or  not  ferve  to  confirm  you  in  the  opinion 
you  have  given? 

A.  I did,  fo  far  as  from  viewing  the  body  fo 
long  after  death.  One  can  be  allowed  to  form  a 
judgment  from  fuch  appearances. 

Crofs  Examination. 

Q.  If  L did  not  mifunderftand  you  in  the  ac. 
count  you  gave  in  anfwer  to  a queftion,  whether 
you  was  confirmed  in  your  opinion  from  the  ap- 
pearances, in  viewing  the  body  lo  long  alter  the 
death,  you  Lid  you  was. 

A.  Yes  Sir,  If  one  may  be  allowed  to  lorm  a 
udgmentfrom  appearances  fo  long  after  death. 

Then  by  putting  it  in  that  way,  did  you  or 
not  mean  to  fay,  that  all  your  judgment  upon  luch 
a fubjeifi,  in  fuch  a cafe,  after  fuch  a length  of  time, 
is  not  uncertain  ? 

A.  I cannot  fwear  it.  But  from  the  analogy 
between  the  appearances  in  that  body,  and  thole 
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diftinguifliable  in  the  animals  killed  by  the  poifoft 
I have  juft  mentioned,  I think  they  are  fo  much 
alike,  that  I am  rasher  confirmed  in  my  opinion, 
with  refpedt  to  the  operation  of  the  poifon. 

Thofe  bodies  were  differed  ? 

' A.  Yes* 

What  appearances  had  the  body  when  you 
firftcame  to  Lawford-Hall  ? 

A.  When  1 firft  came,  I faw  a maggot  crawling 
over  it : The  face  was  black  as  I have  del'cribed  it, 
and  it  was  quite  in  the  fame  ftate  when  I faw  it  af- 
terwards. In  (hort,  I faw  no  difference,  except  the 
maggot  was  not  on  it  the  laft  time. 

Qr  Were  you  offended  by  the  violent  fmell  of 
ftench,  as  you  approached  the  dead  body  ? 

A.  We  were. 

Was  the  putrefadtion  began  confiderably  ? 

A.  I believe  it  had. 

Did  Mr.  Wilmer  obferve  the  fame  appear- 
ances ? 

A.  I believe  he  did.  I faw  no  reafon  to  doubt  it. 

Q_  What  was  your  reafon  at  that  time,  for  not 
opening  the  body  ? 

A.  I juft  faid  the  body  feemed  to  us  to  be  in 
that  kind  of  ftate,  which  was  a very  difagreeable 
ftate,  and  we  did  not  like  to  enter  upon  the  invef- 
tigation,  as  we  had  no  particular  orders  * and  no 
particular  purpole  was  to  be  anfwered  by  it,  that 
could  give  any  fatisfadtion  to  the  family. 

At  that  time  was  not  you  fent  for,  and  Mr. 
Wilmer  to  attend  you,  for  the  purpofe  of  opening 
this  body  ? 

A.  Yes.  It  was  fo  expreffed  in  the  note. 

Was  not  your  reafon  at  that  time  lor  not 
opening  it,  that  you  conceived-  the  opening  it, 
would  anfwer  no  ufcful  purpofe  ? 
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A.  Yes,  we  were  of  that  opinioh  at  that  time. 

When  you  went  back  frQm  Lawford  Hall 
to  Coventry,  Was  you  or  not  defired,  or  did  you 
or  not  undertake  to  apprize  Sir  William  Wheler 
of  this  fad  ? 

A.  Sir,  I did  not  undertake  that.  I believe 
Mr.  Donellan  laid  to  me  at  going  out  of  the 
door.  Shall  you  fee  Sir  William  Wheler  ? or 
words  to  that  effed.  I faid  l believe  I fliall  not, 
for  I had  an  engagement  upon  my  hands  upon  the 
next  day  following,  that  I mult  necefiarily  attend 
in  the  evening.  That  I had  it  not  in  my  power  to 
go,  and  it  did  not  occur  to  me  in  point  of  polite- 
nels,  that  I ihould  go  to  Sir  William  Wheler,  as 
no  man’s  name  was  mentioned  in  the  letter  only 
the  Surgeon  and  Phyfician. 

Was  nothing  mentioned  to  you  about  your 
calling  upon  Sir  William  Wheler  ? 

A.  Yes,  certainly.  Mr.  Donellan  faid,  fliall  you 
lee  Sir  William  Wheler?  1 laid,  no  Sir,  I did  not 
think  I flipuld. 

Was  Mr.  Wilmer  prefentat  that  time  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir.  Wre  were  returning  home. 

Wras  any  thing  faid  by  Mr.  Wilmer  ? 

A.  Not  that  I think  of  at  prefent. 

Pray  when  was  it  you  did  fee  Sir  William 
Wheler  ? 

A.  I don’t  recoiled.  When  I returned  home 
on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  I was  told  Mr.  Donel- 
lan’s  fervant  had  been  in  quell  of  me  and  Mr.  Wil- 
mer,  and  afterwards  I faw  a letter  from  Captain 
Donellan,  defiring  either  me  or  Mr.  Wilmer,  or 
both,  to  go  to  Sir  William  Wheler’s,  to  inform 
him  of  the  circumftances  that  had  happened  at 
Lawford-Hall,  while  we  were  there  upon  the  4th 
of  September. 

L Court. 


i 74  ] 

Court.  When  was  it  yob  faw  him  ? 

A.  Upon  the  6th  I law  Sir  William  Whelef 
at  the  Black  Dog.  I think  it  was  upon  the  next 
day  but  one,  I think  there  was  but  one  intervening 
day. 

I think  the  next  time  you  faw  the  body  was 
upon  the  9th  ? 

A.  Yes. 

That  was  the  eleventh  day  after  the  death  ? 

A.  I think  fo. 

Pray,  Sir,  Does  not  putrefaction  increafe 
very  much  in  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  days,  in  a hot 
fummer. 

A.  Why,  I fhould  think  it  muft  naturally  be 
the  cafe. 

Why  then  was  it  or  not  in  a very  high  ftate 
of  putrefaction,  when  you  firft  faw  it  ? 

A.  Why,  Sir,  the  body  appeared  much  fairer, 
than  I expeCled  upon  the  fhroud  being  removed,  I 
did  expeCt  to  fee  it  in  a very  black  putrified  ftate 
indeed.  But  it  was  not  quite  fo  bad  as  I expected 
upon  the  occafion. 

Sir,  you  ftate  the  body  was  very  much  fwell- 

ed  ? 

A.  Sir  it  was  fwelled. 

Looking  gangreous  ? 

A.  It  rather  put  on  that  appearance. 

I’ll  teli  you  why  1 afk  you.  1 underftand 
that  you  are  a profeflional  man,  and  that  you  have 
fubferibed  to  certain  appearances,  when  the  body 
was  opened. 

A.  Sir,  I fet  my  name  to  it. 

Did  not  you  fublcribe  your  examination  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Did  not  you  fe;  jour  name  to  it  ? 
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A.  Yes.  If  you  mean  my  examination,  I have 
undoubtedly. 

Did  you  or  not  concur  with  Mr.  Wilmer 
in  the  appearances  of  the  body  ? 

A.  In  general  we  did, 

You  let  your  names  to  that  examination  ? 

A.  I did  not  fet  my  name  to  any  thing,  but  my 
own  examination. 

Were  the  appearances  defcribed  in  it  ? 

A.  They  are  not  particularly  defcribed,  there  is 
a little  laid  about  inflammation  of  the  ftomach  and 
bowels. 

For  what  purpofe  was  it  you  attended,  un- 
lefs  to  defcribe  particularly  the  appearances  of  the 
body  ? 

A.  I did  not  apprehend  it  was  neceflary  before 
that  Coroner’s  Jury,  to  defcrihe  thofe  appearances 
at  all. 

How  came  you  to  do  it  at  all 

A.  I entered  into  that  a little,  as  I was  quite  a 
novice  in  the  bufinefs. 

Do  you  mean  a novice  in  the  buflnefs  of 
difiedion  ? 

A.  No.  The  mode  of  giving  evidence  in  be- 
fore a Coroner’s  Jury. 

. Qc  Thofe  appearances  were  the  true  defcrip- 
tion  of  appearances,  that  met  your  eye  upon  the 
occafion  ? 

A.  So  far  as  they  went. 

Qc  I don’t  mean  fo  far  as  they  did  not  go,  but  fo 
far  as  they  went.  Now,  Sir,  did  yQU  ever  hear  or 
know  of  any  human  poifon  whatever,  occafionino- 
any  appearances  externally  upon  the  body  imme- 
diately ? 

A.  No.  No  immediate  external  appearances 
except  what  I have  heard. 

Qi 
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V 

Q.  I afk  you  what  you  know  ? 

A.  They  have  not  fallen  under  my  own  know-, 
ledge. 

Q.  Now,  Sir,  I fhould  be  glad  to  know  whe-< 
ther  all  thole  appearances  you  fpoke  of,  from  the 
face,  the  protuiion  of  the  tongue,  the  apex  being 
turned  upwards,  and  the  lips  retraded,  whether 
they  are  not  all  hgns  of  putrefadioa  ? 

A.  1 really  don’t  know  that  they  are. 

CL*  beg  pardon,  I really  don’t  mean  to  give 
offence.  Have  you  been  much  ufed  to  anatomi- 
cal diffedions  ? 

A.  I have  been  ufed  to  that  in  fome  meafure, 
but  not  fo  far  as  abfolutely  to  be  intended  for  par- 
ticular anatomical  purfuits,  like  people  who  are 
educated  in  that  way.  1 was  not  intended  for  the 
profeflion  of  anatomy. 

Did  you  ever  in  your  life,  attend  to  fee  the 
diffedion  of  a human  perfon  that  was  poiioned,  or 
fufpeded  to  be  poifoned  before? 

A.  No,  Sir. 

You  have  talked  of  the  appearance  sof  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  body  externally,  from  thence 
you  derive  no  kind  of  conclulion  or  inference, 
you  form  no  opinion  ? 

A.  No.  I form  no  very  flrong  opinion  upon 
that. 

Now  I will  afk  you,  whether  you  was  pre- 
fent  when  the  body  was  opened  ? 

A-  Yes,  Sir. 

6)  Pray,  Sir,  how  were  the  appearances,  when 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  was  open  ? 

A.  1 have  deferibed  them  in  general  juft  now. 
I believe  I did  not  mention  the  omentum  or  caul, 
that  was  red  and  fuffufed  with  blood  of  a brownifh 
red;  the  ilomach  and  bowels  appeared  as  I faid 

before. 
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before,  in  a general  ftate  of  what  is  vulgarly  called 

inflammation,  the  appearance  of  red. 

Q.  Might  not  that  be  owing  to  the  transfulion 
of  the  biood  ? 

A From  what  caufe  ? Do  you  mean  by  the 
transition  of  the  blood,  the  paffage  from  the  arte- 
ries  into  the  veins. 

q.  Yes  ? 

aTi  cannot  fay,  I don’t  think  it  could  arife  from 

putrefaction.  » 

Cb  That  is  your  opinion  ? 

A.  That  is  my  opinion.  _ 

o Did  you  look  at  the  ftomach  •,  as  Sir  Theo- 
dofius  is  reprefented  to  have  died  in  a few  minutes 
after  having  taken  this  mixture,  did  you  examine 
with  correCtnefs  and  attention  the  ftomach  ? 

A.  The  contents  of  the  ftomach  was  about  a 
fpoonful  and  a half  of  flimy  reddifh  liquor  which  I 
rubbed  with  my  finger  and  thumb,  it  contained  no 
gritty  fubftance  as  I could  perceive. 

Q.  Is  it  not  always  ufual  to  find  fame  liquid 
there,  what  was  the  quantity  ? 

A.  About  a fpoonful  and  a half  or  a couple  of 
ounces. 

Cb  Is  it  not  always  ufual  to  find  that  quantity  in 
the  ftomach  ? 

A.  The  ftomach  in  general  after  death  muft 
contain  fomething  more  or  leis,  I fuppole  accord- 
ing to  the  different  circumftances. 

You  found  the  ftomach  and  the  orifice  of  it, 
the  fmaller  arch  bearing  the  appearance  of  inflam- 
mation ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  Pray  tell  me  what  inflammation  is,  whether 
inflammation  and  appearance  are  not  much  the  fame 
thing  ? 

Anfw. 
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A.  All  I have  to  fay  upon  the  prefent  caft,  is,  I 
perhaps  don’t  know  the  caufe  of  the  inflammation, 
there  was  an  appearance  of  an  inflammation  upon 
the  ftomach  and  bowels,  the  veins  being  full  of 
blood  put  on  that  appearance  of  red,  I lay,  I dif, 
tinguifh  it  by  that  name  to  convey  the  vulgar 
idea  of  inflammation. 

CK  You  will  not  take  it  upon  yourfelf  to  fay, 
what  are  the  figns  of  inflammation? 

A.  The  figns  of  inflammation  are  an  appearance 
of  rednefs,  attended  fometimes  with  red  colour, 
but  not  always. 

Q.  Pray  did  you  purfue  your  l'earch  thro’  the 
bowels  ? 

A.  No  I can’t  fay  I did,  nor  did  I think  it  in 
my  power. 

Q.  Will  you  explain  the  reafons.  In  the  firft 
place  give  me  an  account  how  far  you  purfued 
your  fearch  in  the  ftomach  ? 

A.  We  examined  the  contents  of  the  ftomach, 
took  out  the  ftomach  by  taking  out  the  bowels, 
great  part  of  the  contents  illued  out,  and  indeed 
the  fmell  was  fo  ofFenfive,  I did  not  enter  into  that 
much. 

Q^Now  tell  me  whether  the  purfuit,  or  enquiry 
and  infpedtion  thro’  the  bowels  was  not  as  likely 
to  have  led  to  adifcovery  of  the  caufe  of  the  death, 
as  any  other  part  ? 

A.  I did  not  conceive  any  purfuit  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  bowels,  would  have  led  to  any 
difcovery  at  all,  under  thofe  circumftances. 

The  bowels  were  aftedted  ? 

A.  When  that  which  is  obnoxious  pafieth  in 
them,  no  doubt  it  affedts  the  bowels. 

CK  Why  not  examine  into  the  ftate  of  the  bow- 
els ? 

Anfw, 
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A.  I told  you  I thought  it  not  in  the  power  of 
atty  body  to  examine  the  contents  of  the  bowels. 

Q.  Were  they  fo  decayed  ? 

A.  No  not  decayed,  the  effects  of  putrefaction 
Were  fo  difagreeable. 

I (hould  be  glad  to  know,  whether  your 
judgement  is  formed  upon  appearances  or  not? 

A.  Not  altogether,  they  corroborate  my  opinion 
upon  the  effects  of  the  draught.  I know  of  no 
external  marks,  by  which  vegetable  poifons  can 
be  diftinguifhed. 

Q.  Now,  pray  Sir,  did  you  or  did  you  not,  know 
of  the  contents  of  the  draught,  when  you  was  exa- 
mined before  the  coroner  ? 

A.  No,  I did  not  know  it. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Powell  tell  you  the  contents  of 
the  draught  he  fuppofed  he  gave  him  ? 

A.  Yes,  the  contents  of  the  draught  preferibed, 
indeed  it  appeared  from  the  depofition. 

Q.  Why  then.  Sir,  after  you  knew  the  contents 
of  the  fuppofed  draught,  tell  me  if  you  do  not 
know  how  long  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  lived,  or 
was  fuppofed  to  live,  from  the  account  you  heard 
after  he  took  the  draught  ? 

A.  By  the  information  of  lady  Boughton. 

Qi  T ell  me  if  any  reafon  had  not  occurred  to  in- 
duce you  lubfequent  to  that  time,  to  have  formed 
your  judgement  he  died  of  arfenick  ? 

A.  Not  at  that  time.  I did  think  of  that 
but  I was  clear  I am  miftaken. 

If  you  was  miftaken  then,  why  may  you  not 
be  miftaken  now  ? 

A.  Becaufe  the  fenfible  qualities  of  this  medici- 
cine  are  fo  ftrong,  I don’t  think  anv  poifon  from 
metals  will  have  fuch  effeft  fo  inftantaneous; 

Qc  1 fuppofe  that  quantity  in  the  bottle  of 
lawrel  water  taken,  I cannot  conceive  in  thefe  cir- 

circuftances 
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cumftances  ahy  one  can  be  miftakeh  as  to  the  me-5 
dicine,  that  is,  fuppofing  you  to  take  this  quantity 
of  laurel  water  ? 

A.  By  the  circumftances  defcribed  by  lady 
Boughton. 

Q^Did  not  you  at  that  time  the  fymptoms  defcri- 
bed by  lady  Boughton  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir,  I did. 

Q.  Was  not  your  judgment  at  that  time  as  ripe 
for  information  as  now  ? 

A.  It  was  not. 

Did  you  or  not,  after  you  heard  lady  Bough- 
ton deferibe  the.fymptons  that  immediately  follow- 
ed taking  the  medicine,  and  after  your  obfervation 
on  feeing  the  body  open;  whether  did  not  you  then 
think. or. fay,  it  was  arfenick  he  died  of. 

A.  I fay,  1 t en  entertained  fuch  opinion, 
c aik  jf  you  did  not  dilcloie  it  ? 

A.  1 then.faidfo.  I don’t  mean  to  withold  any 
thing  that  Lhave  faid. 

Was  there  or  was  there  not,  a large  quanti- 
ty of  extravafated  blood,  on  each  fide  of  the  fto- 
mach  and  thorax  ? ... 

A.  Upon  the  fame  fide  of  the  lungs  there  was. 

What  quantity  ? 

A.  I think  not  quire  a pint  on  each  fide  of  the 
chdf,  and  the  right  and  left  lobe  of.  the  lungs. 

Q.  Upon  a rupture  of  a blood  vefiel,  might. it 
not  h ive  occafioned  death  ? 

A.  A rupture  of  a biood  vefiel  undoubtedly  might 
have  occalioned  death,  but  not  attended  with  the 
fame  appearance. 

Cf  Might  not  a blood  vefiel  that  was  broken 
occalion  convulfions  and  death  ? 

Anfwj 
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A:  I fhould  conceive  if  it  reach  a *veflfel  of  that 
'magnitude  he  mull  have  died  immediate] y without 
a pang, 

A perfon  that  is  Tick  and  in  convulfioris,  in 
recovering  from  thofe  convulfions,  are  they  not  in- 
clined to  deep  ? 

A.  That  is  a Hate  I cah’t  fuppofe  very  probable 
in  his.  cafe. 

Ch  I afk  whether  it  is  poflible  ? 

A.  Every  thing  is  poflible  with  God. 

CT  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a perfon  dying  of  an 
epileptic  or  apopledlic  fit,  with  the  fame  fymptons 
like  thefe  in  convulfions  ? 

A.  Why  I do  not  think  the  fymptons  defcribed 
as  having  taken  place  with  Sir  Theodofius  Bough- 
ton,  are  applicable  to  epilepfes. 

Nor  apoplexies  ? 

A.  In  epilepfes  or  apoplexes  the  fymptons  en- 
tirely depend  upon  the  confequence  of  the  draught. 

QE  Whether  an  epilepfy  or  an  apoplexy  might 
hot  have  occafioned  thofe  fymptons  of  heaving  in 
the  flomach  ? 

A.  I never  in  my  life  diicovered  a heaving  of 
the  flomach  in  an  apoplexy,  nor  do  1 believe  it  is  a 
fymptom  of  death  in  that  cafe. 

CL  They  talk  of  froth  ifluing  out  of  his  mouth, 
pray  when  refpiration  grows  feeble  is  it  not  a common 
cafe,  that  the  mufcles  of  the  throat  are  very  much 
relaxed  ? 

A.  Sir,  all  the  effe&s  that  fucceeded  I believe 
were  in  confequence  of  that  draught.  If  the  muf- 
cles are  relaxed  or  foam  ifiued  from  the  mouth,  I 
look  upon  it  to  be  effefts  from  the  fame  cauie. 

Q 1 a Ik  whether  that  is  not  a common  appear- 

N.  B.  The  Dr.  confines  this  remark  to  the  rupture  of 
the  large  veflels  about  the  heart  only. 
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ance  to  have  froth  come  out  of  the  mouth,  of  every 
perfon  that  dies  of  a common  diforder? 

A . Not  every  diforder,  but  now  and  then  it  hapi 
pens. 

Have  not  you  feen  it  frequently  ? 

A.  I have  feen  it  in  epileplies. 

Now  pray  tell  me  what  was  your  reafon  for 
fuppofing  at  one  time,  that  he  died  of  arfenick,  and 
difclofing  your  opinion  to  be  To  ? 

A.  At  Tome  time  every  man  is  miftaken  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  my  cafe  then,  I am  not  afhamed  of 
owning  it.  r ' 

You  talked  of  experiments,  have  you  been 
very  nice  in  your  experiments  ? 

A.  I don’t  underftand  what  you  mean  by  expe- 
riments. 

The  experiments  on' the  laurel  water  ? 

A.  If  there  was, a difference  in  point  of  nicety, 
the  quantity  taken  by  theTubjeft  was  too  little  and 
leis^  than  I intended. 

Is  it  not  common  when  animals  are  flriving 
to  refufe  the  draught,  when  forcing  it  into  the 
mouth  of  a cat,  for  Inftance,  that Tome  part  of  the 
liquor  whatever  it  is,  gets  into  the  lungs  ? 

A..  If  it  did,  it  would  make  them  cough,  no 
Other  fy'mptoms  un.Icfs  it  was  poifonous. 

D iff  you  introduce  the  laurel  water  into  the 
veins,  or  in  to  The  ftomach  ? 

A.  I conceive  when  pc; t into  the  mouth  it  gbe3 
into  the  ftomach. 

j^.  .Did  .you  ever  convey  it  immediately  into  the 
ftomach  ? 

A.  by  perforation  ? 

% Yes? 

A.  No.  I never  did. 

Ilk  Did  you  ever  convey  it  into  the  veins? 

A.  N o.  . 


f 83  ] 

6).  Did  you  ever  fmell  at  that  liquor  that  was  in 
the  itomach  ? 

A.  Aye,  fmell,  I could  not  avoid  fmelling. 

6).  Was  it  the  fame  offenfive  fmell  ? 

A.  It  in  general  had  that  fort  by  the  great  pu* 
trefadion,  you  could  not  exped  any  of  that  fmell 
would  be  left  in  that  date  of  the  body  ; but  I had 
ja.  particular  tafte  in  my  mouth,  a kind  of  biting  acri- 
mony on  my  tongue ; and  I had  every  time  in  all 
the  trials  I have  made  with  laurel  water ; I have 
breathed  over  the  water  and  had  a biting  on  my 
tongue,  and  fometimes  a bitter  fort  of  a tafte  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  fawces. 

Court.  What  tafte  had  you  ? 

A.  I had  that  on  opening  of  the  body,  and  in  all 
the  trials  fince  of  the  laurel  water  I have  had  the 
fame,  a kind  of  biting  acrimonius  tafte. 

Qj  If  you  had  that  tafte  at  the  time  you  imputed 
it  to  that  caufe  ? 

A.  I did  not  impute  it  to  that  caufe,  I did  not 
know  at  that  time  what  caufe  to  impute  that  to;  I 
imputed  it  to  the  volatile  falts  that  efcaped  from  the 
body. 

Will  thofe  volatile  falts  give  that  effed  ? 

A.  No,  ][  think  they  would  not,  1 faid  to  Mr. 
Wiltner  I had  a very  odd  tafte  in  my  mouth,  and 
my  gums  bled. 

Q^.  Had  he  the  fame  ? 

A.  I don’t  recoiled  he  faid  he  had. 

Qc  You  attributed  it  to  the  volatility  of  the 
falts  ? 

A.  No. — I did  not  at  that  time  know  how  to 
account  for  it.  At  that  time  I attributed  it  to  the 
effluvia,  but  fince  I have  made  trials  of  laurel 
water,  by  giving  it  to  animals,  or  breathing  over 
it,  it  had  conftantly  and  uniformly  had  that  effed; 
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there  is  a very  volative  oil  in  it,  I am  very  con- 
fident. 

Q_Did  not  yon  underhand  there  was  no  inflam- 
mation in  confeq uence  of  differing  animals  de- 
ftroyed  by  lawrel  water. 

A.  In'anfwer  to  that  I might  fay,  an  operation 
of  this  lort  on  the  infide  of  the  ftomach,  produces 
violent  appearances,  and  arednefs;  but  in  molt 
animals  1 have  feen  there  has  been  fmall  red  fpecks 
about  the  orifice  in  the  infide  ; but  the  effedt  of 
this  poilon  feems  to  me  in  driving  the  blood  every 
where  the  fartheft  from  the  center  of  action,  to 
all  parts  of  the  body  ; the  lungs  in  particular  are 
pffedted. 

In  purfuing  your  enquiry,  did  you  find  the 
arteries  affe&ed  ? 

A.  The  arteries  in  general,  as  well  as  the  veins, 
as  far  as  I had  gone,  were  affefted. 

(T  You  told  me  you  was  wrong  about  the 
arfenick  ? 

A.  No;  not  with  refpedt  to  the  thing  I am  juft 
now  telling  you,  I fay  in  attributing  the  caufe  of 
this  to  arfenick,  I ovyn  I formed  a wrong  notion 
with  refpedt  to  the  arfenick  at  firft. 

Examination  in  reply. 

Now,  at  the  time  the  Gentlemen- alludes  re 
about  the  arfenick,  had  you  or  nor,  tried  experi- 
ments of  the  laurel  water  ? 

A.  No. 

Court.— He  has  fpoke  of  that  fince. 

Q.  You  tell  us,  Dr.  Rattray?  when  the  fhroud 
pame  to  be  taken  from  the  body,  you  found  it 
lefs  in  a ftate  of  corruption  than  you  expected  ? 

A.  Lefs  black. 

Q.  When  you  firft  faw  him  upon  the  fourth  of 
September,  did  you  or  not  take  the  fhroud  ? 

A.  I 
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A.  I cant’t  fay  I did. 

Court.  You  did  not. 

A.  No. 

You  faw  nothing  but  putrefa&ion,  and  3 
maggot  crawling  over  it. 

A.  At  that  time  had  Captain  Donellan  infinu- 
ated  any  fufpicion  of  poifon,  would  you,  or  not, 
have  taken  the  fhroud  from  the  body  ? 

A.  I verily  believe,  had  I known  the  tendency 
pf  the  enquiry,  I fhould  have  fbaid  for  a month 
by  the  body,  to  have  it  opened. 

CL  Should  you  or  not,  after  it  had  been  dif- 
clofed  to  you  at  the  time,  proceeded  to  have  opened 
the  body  ? 

A.  It  was  not  my  duty ; I can’t  anfwer  for 
Others.  I fhould  have  fbaid  by  it  for  a month  to 
have  made  the  enquiry. 

Mr.  Newnham,  CL  Have  you  or  not  faid  nothing 
conclufive  could  be  dra\yn  from  the  external  ap- 
pearances of  the  body  ? 

A.  I have. 

CL  1 underftand  you  to  fay  that  whep  the  body 
was  open,  the  external  appearance  of  the  body 
did  not  coptribute  any  way  towards  forming  your 
judgment. 

A.  Nobody  could  go  by  the  exterpal  appear- 
ances to  form  a judgment.  Nobody  would  fup- 
pofe  I fhould. 

Mr.  BRADFORD  WILMER,  Sworn. 

You  was  fent  for  to  Lawford-Hall  ? 

A.  Yes,  I went  there  with  Dr.  Rattray. 

Qj  I fhould  be  glad  to  Jtnow  when  you  firfl 
£ame  there.  Whether  you  faw  Mr.  Donellan  ? 

A.  I did.  Sir. 

Now  will  you  tell  u|,  what  he  faid  to  you 
at  that  tirpe  ? 

A.  He  defired  us  to  walk  into  the  parlour,  and 
after  taking  fome  refrefhment,  we  were  told  the 
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coffin  was  ready,  it  was  unfoldered,  and  we  were 
defired  to  walk  up  (lairs. 

Did  you  hear  at  that  time,  by  what  means 
he  died  ? 

A.  Not  the  lead  intimation  in  the  world. 

Nothing  of  poifon  ? 

A.  No.  I never  heard  the  word  poifon. 

When  you  did  go  up  (lairs  to  fee  him,  what 
part  of  him  did  you  fee  ? 

A.  His  face. 

£>.  And  that  only  ? 

A.  That  only. 

6>.  We  have  learned  before  you  did  not  proceed 
any  farther  when  you  came  to  him  ? 

A.  The  body  was  fo  extremely  putrid,  I declar- 
ed my  opinion  to  Dr.  Rattray,  that  the  propofed 
enquiry  could  give  no  fort  of  information. 

6).  Suppofingit  had  been  intimated  to  you  that 
he  had  died  by  poifon,  Should  you  have  opened 
the  body  ? 

A.  I fhould  have  opened  the  body  at  all  events. 

j^.  You  certainly  then  did  not  open  the  body  ? 

A.  Certainly  not. 

6).  You  afterwards  did  open  it  at  the  time  Dr. 
Rattray  fpoke  of  ? 

A.  I was  prefent  at  the  opening  by  Mr.  Buck- 
nail. 

jS).  Now  have  you  been  concerned  in  any  ex- 
periments with  Dr.  Rattray  ? 

A.  I have,  Sir. 

(A  bottle  containing  a mixture  was  J 'hewn  to  Dr. 

Wilmer.) 

Now,  Sir,  without  going  into  every  particular 
of  Dr.  Rattray’s  account,  I want  to  know  whe- 
ther you  and  he  did  not  concur  in  general,  refpefl- 
ing  your  opinion  of  the  operation  of  that  (luff? 
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Ai  I wifh  you  would  be  more  particular  in  your 

•iqueftion.  11  . 

6).  I fhould  be  glad  to  the  leveral  experiments 
D^Rattray  and  you  made  of  that  water  together, 
whether  you  concurred  in  Opinion  with  him  in  its 
effect  ? 

A.  I took  notice  at  the  time  of  the  effects,  and 
with  the  permiflion  of  the  Court  I will  read  them. 

Court.  £>.  You  have  heard  Dr.  Rattray  give 
his  evidence,  and  the  particulars  as  to  all  the  expe- 
riments he  has  made,  Do  you  agree  with  him  in 
what  he  has  laid  refpefting  the  experiments  he 
made  ? " 

A.  I'do  in  general,  but  as  he  has  not  defcribed 
the  appearances  vifible  upon  differing  the  horfe, 
I fub’mit  to  your  Lordfhip  it  may  be  proper  to  read 
them.  May  I read  the  experiments  at  large  ? 

Mr.  Howarth,  only  the  particular  experiments 
you  wifh  to  fpeak  of. 

A.  Upon  the  20th  of  March  an  ounce  of  Lau- 
rel Water  was  given  to  a young  grey  hound*  while 
Dr.  Rattray  held  the  mouth  open,  l poured  the 
water  into  the  dog’s  throat,  as  foon  as  it  was  fwal- 
lowed  the  do&or  releafed  the  head  to  obferve  the 
effects  of  the  poifon,  when  to  our  great  furprize, 
the  animal  fell  down  upon  his  fide  without  the  leaft 
ftruggle  or  any  perceptible  motion. 

About  the  horfe  which  you  mention.  When 
was  that  experiment  made  ? 

A.  Upon  the  22d  of  March,  in  the  prefence  of 
Sir  William  Wheler.  One  pint  and  a quarter  of 
Laurel  Water  was  given  to  a mare,  aged  28  years, 
within  a minute  of  time  fhe  feemed  much  affected, 
her  flanks  were  obferved  to  heave  much,  and  a 
trembling  feized  her  limbs  in  many  parts,  fhe  fud- 
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deniy  fell  clown  upon  her  head  in  a fhort  time,  and 
was  very  violently  convulfed,  this  continued  about 
five  minutes,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  fhe 
lay  ftill,  her  breathing  was  very  quick  and  labori- 
ous, her  eyes  were  much  affeded  with  continual 
fpafms ; at  this  time  Four  ounces  more  of  the  wa- 
ter were  given  her,  upon  which  fhe  feemed  much 
weaker  without  any  more  convulfions,  and  in  about 
15  minuteLafter  fhe  expired. 

Court.  After  the  firft  convulfion,  that  mare 
•was  quieter  ? 

A.  Yes.,  • -Upon  opening  the  abdomen  of  the 
lower  belly,  a ftrong  fmell  of  Laurel  Water  was 
perceptible,  the  colon  one  cff  the  large  intcftines 
, Yvas  not  altered  fi.om  its  ufual  appearance. 

ijh  .You  are  fpeakingof  opening  the  mare  ? 

A.  Yes.  The  fmaller  inteftines  appeared  of  r a 
purple  colour,  the  veins  were  much  diftened  with 
blood  ; the  rtomach  contained  fome  hay  mixed 
-•with  Laurel  Water,  its  internal  furfaee  was  not  in- 
flamed, excepting  a fmall  degree  by  the  lower  ori- 
fice of.  the  ftomach;  the  lungs  appeared  remark - 
iablyTullof  blood,  the  fmall  veflels  upon  their  fur- 
e face,  being,  as  v ill ble  as  if  they  had  been  injeded 
with  red  wax. 

..  . J®.  Now  I will  afk  you,  Whether  in  general  you 
concur  in  fenti/nent  with  Dr.  Rattray  upon  the  ef- 
fbd  of  Laurel  Water  ? 

A.  Do  you  mean  upon  the  human  body,  or  the 
• .horfe  ? 

j^.  Upon  either  or  both. 

Ai  I know  that  in  four  fymptoms  it  has  been 
fatal  to  the  human  frame  : Not  from  my  own 
knowledge  bu.,t  reading. 

Have, you  any  doubt  of  its  being  fatal  ? 

A.  Not  the  leaft  in  the  world. 

Now 
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<*>.  Now  the  quantity  contained  in  that  bottle 

do  you  apprehend  lufficient  ? 

A*  I apprehend  one  bottle  of  that  lize  of  Lau- 
rel  Water,  is  lufficient  in  half  an  hour  to  kill  the 
ftrongeft  man  in  this  court. 

£>.  From  its  operation  upon  brutes,  you  have  not 

doubt  about  ? 

A.  No  doubt,  I have  had  the  evidence  ot  my 
own  fenfes. 

Crojs  Examination. 

§>.  Was  there  any  fymptoms  in  this  cafe,  par- 
ticularly different  from  the  fymptoms  in  the  cafe 
of  epilepfy  or  apoplexy  ? 

A.  I mean  to  obferve  that  the  appearances  of 
the  body,  from  the  putrid  ftate  it  was  in,  when  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  it,  could  give  me 
no  information  of  the  caufe  of  his  death. 

j^.  From  the  appearances  of  the  body  externally 
or  internally  you  were  notable  to  form  any  opinion 
of  the  caufe  of  his  death  ? 

A.  Not  any  at  all. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  cafes  of  epilepfy  oc- 
curring in  your  own  experience  ? 

A.  1 have. 

Have  you  obferved  in  thofe  cafes  apnearances 
fimilar  to  what  you  have  heard  in  the  prelentcafe? 

A.  Epilepfies  are  of  two  kinds,  they  are  either 
original  or  fymptomatic  •,  now  it  fometimes  happens 
a man  in  the  moft  perfect  ftate  of  health,  without 
the  leaftprevious  notice  in  the  midft  of  pleafure  or 
in  the  midft  of  bufinefs,  (as  Suetonius  informs  us, 
was  twice  the  cafe  with  Julius  Casfar)  may  in  a mo- 
ment be  feized  with  an  epilepfy,  his  fenfes  will 
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leave  him,  be  will  fall  down,  be  convulfed,  foam 
at  the  mouth,  his  tongue  will  be  black,  and  he 
either  may  die,  or  he  may  recover,  tins  is  the  ori- 
ginal  epilepfy  ; the  fymptomatic  epilepfy,  happens 
when  any  lymptoms  precede  it.  I fpeak  from  ex- 
perience! tor  inftance,  a patient  of  mine  had  acorn- 
plaint  in  his  finger,  a violent  pain  in  his  finger,  and 
a tumour ; as  loon  as  the  pain  which  gradually  ad- 
vanced up  the  arm,  reached  his  arm  pit,  he  fell 
down  immediately  in  an  epilepfy.  But  if  previ- 
ous to  an  epilepfy,  a patient  of  mine  was  to  heave 
very  much  in  his  ftomach,  I tbould  conclude  the 
caufe  of  the  epilepfy  to  be  in  the  ftomach. 

They  proceed  from  various  caufes. 

A.  Very  numerous  caufes. 

Will  not  the  lofs  of  blood  occafion  epilepfy  ? 

A . I believe  not. 

jijh  What  quantity  was  there  think  you  of  extra- 
vafaced  blood,  perceived  upon  this  occafion  ? • 

A.  I did  not  meafure.  As  far  as  I can  recollect 
there  was  about  two  pint§. 

Where  was  that  lodged  ? 

A.  'In  the  cavity  of  the  breaft,  in  the  thorax. 

Might  not  that  occafion  convulfions  ? 

A.  1 don’t  know  that  it  will.  But  if  I may  be 
allowed  to  reafon  from  analogy,  I fnould  con- 
elude  it  would,  in  all  fiaughtered  animals,  whei,! 
the  blood  runs  out  of  a vein  in  a full  ftream,  they 
lie  fometime  quiet,  out  never  die  without  convul- 
fions. 

4J.  You  was  there  twice,  once  uppn  the  4th, 
and  again  upon  the  9th  of  September  ? 

A.  I was. 

dh  Whether  upon  the  4th  you  obferved  the  prj- 
foner  had  any  reluctance  to  the  body  being  opened  ? 

A.  Not  the  leaft  in  the  world. 

<?.  Did 
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£>.  Did  he  feem  rather  defirous  of  it  ? 

A.  I believe  he  was  defirous. 

Of  fending  for  a man  to  unfolder  the  coffin  ? 

A.  I believe  that  was  at  his  own  requelt. 

Court.  You  muft  explain  that  a little  more, 
you  fay  at  his  requeft  a perfon  was  fent  for  to  un- 
folder  the  coffin,  did  he  come  ? 

A.  He  was  lent  for  after  we  came. 

After  you  were  at  the  houfe  ? 

A.  After  we  were  at  the  houle. 

Did  the  Captain  fend  for  him. 

A.  I believe  he  did. 

Q^Was  that  the  firth  time  of  your  being  there  ? 

A.  At  that  time  I declined  opening  the  body, 
not  having  the  leaft  intimation  from  any  part  of 
the  family  that  poilon  was  adminiftered  or  fuf- 
peiled. 

You  was  there  upon  the  4th  upon  the 
Monday  ? 

A.  Yes,  upon  the  4th  upon  the  Monday. 

Q^.  Was  any  thing-iaid  about  your  going  to  Sir 
William  Wheler’s  the  next  day  ? 

A.  I heard  a converfation  between  the  prifoner 
and  Dr.  Rattray  to  the  beft  of  my  recolledlion,  I 
cannot  be  very  accurate  at  this  diftance  of  time  to 
fpeak  of  matters  that  appeared  then  trifling  to  me, 
fie  afked  Dr.  Rattray  whether  he  Ihould  fee  Sir 
William  Wheler,  he  anfwered  very  probably  he 
fhould,  and  he  would  give  an  account  of  the  bu- 
finefs. 

Was  you  defired  to  go  over  the  next  day  to 
Sir  William  Wheler,  or  did  any  thing  prevent 
^your  going  over  ? 

A.  I was  not  defired  to  go  over. 


<i.  Did 
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Q.  Did  you  fay  you  fhould  go  over  ? 

A.  I did  not  fay  I fhould  go  over,  not  that  I 

recoiled:. 


Examination  in  reply. 

Q.  I don’t  afk  you  from  what  you  faw  of  the 
appearance  of  the  body,  you  have  hoard  Lady 
Boughton’s  evidence  ? 

A.  I have. 

Q.  I fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  your  opinion 
is,  this  young  gentleman’s  death  arofe  from  ? 

A.  After  having  heard  Lady  Boughton’s  evi- 
dence, and  therefore  being  acquainted  with  the 
lymptpms  that  preceded  the  death  of  Sir  Theo- 
dolius  Boughton,  I am  dearly  of  opinion  his  death 
was  occafioned  by  the  draught  tulminiftered  by 
Lady  Boughton  upon  the  morning  of  his  death. 

Court,  Ch  You  have  been  afked  a great  many 
queftions  about  the  heaving  in  the  body,  is  that  a 
cireumftance  always  attending  epilepfy  ? 

A.  It  is  not. 

Dr.  A$H,  Sworn. 

' 

You  are  a phyfician  ? 

A.  I.  am,  Sir. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

A.  At  Birmingham. 

6H  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Lady 
Bouo-hton,  Dr.  Rattray,  and  Mr.  Wilmer. 

rA?  Yes.  '• 

6).  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  death  of  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton. 

A,.  I anfwer  he  died  in  confequence  of  taking 
that  draught  adminiftred  to  him  in  the  morning. 
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He  died  in  fo  extraordinary  a manner*  It  doe* 
not  appear  from  any  part  of  the  evidence  that 
has  been  this  day  given,  that  Sir  Theodofius  had 
any  difeafe  upon  him  of  a nature  cither  likely  or 
in  any  degree  fufficient  to  produce  thofe  violent 
confequenc.es  which  happened  to  him  in  the  morn- 
ing when  he  was  feized  in  that  extraordinary 
manner,  nor  do  I know  of  any  medicine  properly 
fo  called,  adminiftered  in  any  dofe  or  form,  could 
produce  the  fame  effe&s.  I know  nothing  but  a 
poifon  immediate  in  its  operation,  that  could  be 
attended  with  fuch  terrible  confequences ; as  to 
appearances  of  the  body  upon  difle&ion,  they 
were  certainly  as  far  as  could  be  colletted  at 
that  diftant  period  from  the  time  of  his  death  and 
hot  weather  at  that  time  of  the  year,  they  may  be 
faid  to  be  fimilar  to  thofe  appearances  that  are 
found  in  the  bodies  of  animals  killed  by  poifons 
collefted  from  vegetable  fubftances,  not  from 
mineral  fubftances. 

Q.  Now  will  you  look  at  that  draught  (produ- 
cing a bottle  with  laurel  water  in  it) 

A.  From  the  appearance  of  it,  it  is  lawrel 
water. 

Tell  us  whether  that  quantity  would  be 
fufficient  to  caufe  death. 

A.  Why  I don’t  know  any  thing  of  the  nature 
how  this  is  mixed,  but  I know  it  may  be  made  in 
this  quantity  to  deftroy  animal  life  in  a very  lhort 
period  of  time  in  a few  minutes.  I don’t  know 
the  nature  of  this,  nor  who  made  it  j I dare  the 
gentleman  has  made  it  in  a very  proper  manner  ; 
I have  made  it  it  myfelf  in  fuch  a degree  as  to  de- 
ftroy an  animal  in  a very  fhort  time. 

Then  in  your  opinion  it  is  fufficient. 

A.  Yes. 
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A.  Yes. 

Court.  ijh  Suppofe  that  quantity  was  made  for 
the  pui-pole  of  dellroying  an  animal/would  it  de- 
ftroy  a human  perfon  ? 

A.  Yes,  My  Lord. 

In  all  thefe  experiments  that  you  have 
made,  I fhould  be  glad  to  know  whether  as  ftrong 
a poifon  could  be  made  of  bitter  almonds. 

A.  No. 

In  your  judgement,  do  you  or  not  think 
Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  died  of  poifon  ? 

A.  By  the  evidence  I have  not  a doubt  he  died 
of  poifon,  and  nothing  elfe. 

Court.  You  fhould  not  fay  by  the  evidence 
in  general,  but  by  the  particulars  that  have  been 
fworn  to,  if  you  are  of  that  opinion. 

A..  I mean  by  the  lymptoms  thofe  evidences 

have  defcribed. 

vo 
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Dr.  PAR- 
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Dr.  PARSONS,  Sworn. 


You  are,  I believe,  profefforof  anatomy  in 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford. 

A.  I am.  Sir. 

You  have  heard  the  fymptoms  thatocca- 
fioned  the  death  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton, 
defcribed  by  the  witneffes  produced  to  day  here, 
I wiffi  you  would  inform  the  Jury,  and  fpeak  to 
thofe  gentlemen  lo  loud  that  they  may  hear  you, 
what  in  your  judgment  occafioned  the  death  of 
Sir  Theodofius  Boughton. 

A.  From  the  defcription  of  the  Hate  of  the 
young  gentleman’s  health,  previous  to  his  taking 
the  fecond  dofe  of  jallap  and  rhubarb,  which  was 
fuppofed  to  be  limilar  to  that  he  took  two  or  three 
days  before,  and  from  the  violent  affeftion  of  the 
nervous  fyftem  that  immediately  followed  upon 
taking  that  medicine,  I have  no  difficulty  in  decla- 
ring it  to  be  my  opinion  he  died  in  confequence 
of  taking  that  draught,  indead  of  the  medicine 
of  jallap  and  rhubarb.  The  nature  of  that  poifon 
appears  fufficiently  defcribed  by  Lady  Boughton 
m the  account  ffie  gives  of  the  fmell  of  the°  me- 
dicine when  ffie  poured  it  out  in  order  to  o-ive  it 
to  her  fon,  ffie  defcribes  it  to  be  like  the  fmell 
of  bitter  almonds,  which  particularly  charac- 
terizes the  fmell  of  the  laurel  water;  and  per- 
haps the  gentlemen  of  the  jury  might  not  be  dif- 
p lea  fed  to  have  iome  produced  to  them,  in  order 
to  judge  of  it  themfelves. 

Mr.  Howarth.  _ I propofe  that  the  jurv  ffiould 
fmell  at  that,  to  judge  at  the  defcription  of  ir, 
whether  it  is  like  the  fmell  of  bitter  almonds. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Parfons.  Thofe  violent  fymptoms  could 
not  be  the  effect  of  a medicine  fimilar  to  that  he 
took  in  the  firft  inftance  ; the  violent  fymptoms 
occafioned  by  the  fecund  dofe  was  different  from 
the  firft  j no  doubt  it  was  a mixture  that  con- 
tained fomething  different,  and  infinitely  more 
active  and  deleterious. 

Court,  Q.  You  have  heard  what  thofe  ingre- 
dients were  that  were  fent  by  Mr.  Powell  ? 

A.  The  mixture  was  15  grains  of  jallap  and  1 5 
of  rhubarb,  the  former  of  thofe  ingredients  fome- 
times  difagree  with  the  ftomach,  even  in  that 
quantity;  but,  with  refpeft  to  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton,  it  did  not  produce  that  effect  in  the 
firfl  inftance. 

Court.  £>.  Taking  all  the  ingredients  toge- 
ther fent  by  Mr.  Powell,  could  they  produce  the 
effe&s  which,  its  fworn,  have  fhewn  themfelves 
upon  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  ? 

A.  Certainly  not,  my  lord.  As  a proof  of  it, 
they  did  not  produce  that  effetft,  nor  any  other 
difturbance  fcarce,  in  the  firft  inftance ! 

Mr.  Howarth.  Q.  After  having  heard  a good 
deal  of  enquiry  concering  epilepnes,  were  the 
fymptoms  defcribed  by  Lady  Boughton,  fuch  as 
tended  to  an  epilepfy,  or,  is  there  any  material, 
and  what  difference  between  thofe  and  an  epi- 
lepfy? 

A.  Epilepfies  may  be  faid  to  confift  in  the 
temporary  abolition  of  the  fenfes,  attended  with 
an  increafe  of  motion  of  feveral  of  the  mufcles, 
and,  in  general,  attended  with  confiderable  con- 
vullions ; though  the  eyes  are  open  to  obferve 
every  thing  that  paffes,  and  the  ears  to  hear,  yet 
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they  have  no  recolledion  at  all  of  what  is  paft 
when  the  fit  is  over.  I think  the  fymptoms  in 
this  cafe  feem  rather  to  approach  to  the  charader 
of  an  apoplex  than  an  epilepfy,  as  it  has  been 
defcribed  by  Lady  Boughton,  foon  after  his  takT 
ing  that  draught  the  ftomach  heaved  very  much, 
and  a noife  was  perceived  as  iffuing  from  the  fto- 
mach. 

Q.  Is  that,  in  your  judgment,  to  be  attributed 
to  an  apoplexy  or  an  epilepfy,  or  to  the  effect  of 
this  medicine  ? 

A.  To  the  medicine  undoubtedly. 

Was  the  heaving  of  the  ftomach  in  that 
violent  manner,  the  effed  of  an  epilepfy  or  an  a- 
poplexy,  or  was  itoccafioned  by  the  medicine,  be 
it  what  it  will,  that  was  taken  ? 

A.  There  muft  be  fome  caufe  for  the  produc- 
tion of  fuch  terrible  fymptoms,  and  no  doubt  it 
was  the  caufe;  and,  efpecially,  as  laurel  water  will 
produce  fimilar  effeds. 

Your  opinion  is,  thofe  effeds  were  pro- 
duced by  the  medicine  that  was  taken  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir;  I think  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
jt  from  the  effeds  of  it. 

Q Is  not  the  fmell  of  bitter  almonds  like  the 
fmell  of  laurel  water  ? 


A.  Yes,  and  black  cherries  are  much  the 
fame  fmell.  Dr.  R of  Dublin  gives  an  ac- 

count of  a girl,  in  a perfed  ftate  of  health, 
taking,  by  accident,  2 drachms,  2 tea-fpoon- 
fu^s  of  laurel  water ; fhe  fell  down,  in  half  a 
minute  was  convulfed,  foamed  at  the  mouth, 
and  died  in  a fhort  time. 


be 


I want  to  know  whether  thofe  effeds  could 
produced,  fpeaking  from  your  judgment;  whe- 

* 0 ther 
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thcr  laurel  water  will  produce  thofe  effect? 
which,  you  have  heard,  were  produced  in  this 
cafe  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir;  it  produces  a deprivation  of 
fenfe,  and  convulfions. 

- ..Jr  »*•••'-■•  '**  [,“  J. 

CROSS  EXAMINATION, 

y ■ ! !'  j .a n rr v : • i* * > * > * 

Ch  I will  hot  afk  you  of  the  Hub-Jin  cafe,  or 
the  Abbey  Fontaine.;  ■ .but  tell  .me,  whether  the 
medicine,  the  15  grains  of  jalap  and  15  grains 
of  rhubarb,  in  the  fixation  of  his.  health,1  migh* 
not  affedt  him  and  make  him  fick  ? 

. * ' ■ . ■ . . . . 

A.  From  what  was  adduced  in  evidence  by 

'the  clergyman,  he  was  apparently  perfectly  well 
and  in  very  good  fpirits  ; and  fo  Lady  fioughton 
faid.  - 

• , . ; j \ 'p  • I'fJ’  ’ M / *>  1 

■£$.  It  is  much  better  for  a phyfician  than  £ 
clergyman  to  give  an  account  of  his  health. 

A.  He  faid,  he  feemed  in . perfect  health. 

You  faid  the  medicine  fent  by  Mr.  ’Powell 
was  not  likely,  or  could  not,  occafion  thofe  com- 
vulfions,  and  it  not  having  occafioned  any  bad 
fymptoms  before,  you  conclude  that  he  was 
killed  by  fome  other  fubftitute  in  the  room  of 
it  or  fome  addition  to  it, 

; -\i-»  .V*. 

‘ ,A-  Mod  certainly.  , 

Q,  Have  you  never  known  inflances  of  peo- 
ple taken  fudderily  ill  in  afts  of  pleafure  and 

bufindf. 
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Wmefs,  or  at  dinner,  and  dying  convulfed  of 
an  apoplexy  or  an  epilepfy  ? 

A.  Yes ; I have  3 they  are  generally  very  fat 
people,  and  of  a certain  age,  not  fo  young  as  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton  was,  nor  are  they  fo  thin 
as  he  was. 

Q.  Have  you  never  heard  of  an  infiance  of  a 
thin  man  being  feized  with  an  epilepfy,  or  an 
apoplexy  ? 

A.  Epilepfey  they  have,  but  not  apoplexy. 

Q.  You  fay  it  was  immaterial  whether  it  was  an 
epilepfy  or  an  apoplexy,  they  are  the  fame  in  ef- 
fb£h 

A.  I fay,  with  refpedt  to  the  fymptoms. 

Qy  Have  you  never  heard  of  perfons*  at  dinner, 
being  feized  with  an  epilepfy  without  any  pri- 
mary caufe  ? 

A.  It  fometimes  happens*  that  people  in  per- 
fect health  are  feized  with  an  epilepfy  or  an  apo- 
plexy 3 with  refpett  to  apoplexy,  it  depends  on 
the  burfting  of  a veflel,  d vein  burfting,  or  a 
thoufand  other  caufes ; there  are  a great  Variety 
of  caufes. 

Q.  Might  it  be  poflible  for  that  to  have  been 
the  cafe  with  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  ? 

A.  As  to  poflibility,  I think  there  is  no  reafon 
for  going  fo  far  for  a caufe,  as  to  go  to  pofilbility, 
when  a medicine  has  been  conveyed  into  the  fto- 
mach,  and  we  ,ha,ve  all  the  reafon  to  fuppofe  it 
Was  that,  that  caufed  the  effect  defcribed. 

Q.  Then  you  afifume  the  fa£t  of  his  taking  % 
ounces  of  laurel  water  ? 


A*  Not 
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A.  Not  ft  ounces. 

Q:  But  you  affume  the  fad  that  he  took  Tome  ? 

A.  Yes;  I have  already  obferved  it  produced 
the  fymptoms  as  related  by  Lady  Boughton,  af- 
ter'his  taking  the  medicine. 

Is  it  not  a common  cafe,  that  a variety  of 
things  of  that  fmell  ; fuppofe  common  black 
cherry  water,  for  inftance,  which  every  old  wo- 
man gives  to  a child,  will  not  a diftillation  of 
it  have  the  fame  fmell  ? 

A-  It  might ; I don’t  know  that  any  apo- 
thecary has  them  in  the  houfe  now.  They  are 
not  uled  now. 

Will  not  a diftillation  of  bitter  almonds 
have  that  fmell  ? 

A.  It  will. 

Q.  And  that  violent  effed  ? 

A.  No. 

■ ■ - . 

Q.  You  aflume  that,  as '/  a ground  of  your 
opinion,  that  he  did  take  fome  laurel  water? 

A.  The  fmell  of  it  convinces  me  it  is  fo. 

Q.  Do  you  form  your  judgment  from  the  fmell 
joeing  like  bitter  almonds,  as  expreffed  by  Lady 
Boughton  ? 

A.  I found  it  upon  that  and  nothing  elfe,  Sir. 

Court.  The  evidence  given  by  Dr.  Parfons 
and  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  is,  the 
fymptoms  defcribed  are  the  fymptoms  that  at- 
tend taking  laurel  water  ; and,  in  their  judgment, 
-£aurel  water  was  the  caufe  of  his  death, 
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Mr.  SAMUEL  BUCKNILL,  fworn. 

Q.  I believe  you  are  a furgeon  ? 

A?  Yes,  Sir,  I profefs  furgery. 

Where  do  you  live  ? 

q!  Do  you  remember  at  any  time  going  to  Lawferd 
Hall,  and  feeing  Mr.  Donellan  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  When  was  it? 

' A.  The  morning  after'  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr.  Wi  - 

mer  had  been  there.  ‘ _ * 

Q.  The  Tuefday  morning  after  Dr.  Rattray  ana 

Mr.  Wilmer  had  been  at  Lawford  Hall  ? 

'A.  The  next  morning. 

Q.  Was  you  fent  for,  or  did  you  gO  upon  your  own 
account  ? 

A.  I was  not  fent  for. 

Q.  You  went  upon  your  own  account . 

A.  Yes,  Sir.  , . . 

O.  Did  you  fee  Captain  Donellan  at  that  time  ? 

A.  I did.  . 

Now  inform  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury  what  con- 

verfetion  pafied  between  you  and  Captain  Donellan  ? 

A.  I cannot  recoiled  every  word  that  pafied,  but  I 
told  Mr.  Donellan,  that  I had  heard  Dr.  Rattray  and 
Mr.  Wilmer  had  been  there  •,  and  after-  telling  him  I 
was  informed  he  and  the  reft  of  the  family  wanted  the 
body  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  to  be  opened,  I told 
him  I heard  they  declined  opening  the  body  from  the 
putrid  ftate  it  was  in,  but  if  it  would  be  any  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  family,  I would,  at  all  events,  take  out  his 
.ftomach,  . 

Was  you  permitted  to  takeout  the  ftomach,  or  to 

ad  at  all  in  the  affair  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  1 was  not  permitted; 

Q.  Why  was  not  you  permitted  ? 

A'.  Mr.  Doncllan’s  reafon  was,  that  Dr,  Rattray  and 

p Mr. 
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Mr.  Wilmer  had  been  there,  and  they  declined  open- 
ing the  body,  and  it  would  not  be  fair  in  him  or  me 
to  do  any  thing  after  men  fo  eminent  in  their  profeffion 
(as  he  expreffcd  himfelf  thole  gentlemen  were)  had  de- 
clined it;  he  faid  it  was  impoffible. 

Q.  Did  any  thing  eife  pals  at  this  time  between  Cap- 
tain Donelian  and  you;  did  you  go  away  in  conlequence 
pf  his  anfwer  ? 

A.  I went  away  in  confequence  of  his  anfwer. 

Q.  Did  you  go  there  the  lecond  time  ? 

A.  I went  there  the  fecond  time,  upon  the  Wednef- 
day  afterwards. 

Q.  Was  that  the  day  Sir  Theodofius  was  buried  ? 

A.  It  was  Sir. 

Cb  Now,  Sir,  did  you  go  by  any  appointment  or  tQ 
meet  any  body  at  that  time  ? 

A.  I received  a verbal  mefifage  from  Sir  William 
W7he!er,  to  go  to  Lawford  Hall  to  meet  Mr.  Snow  ; 
and'  Mr.  Snow  and  I together  were  to  open  the  body. 

Q.  Did  you  in  confequence  of  that  meffage  go  to 
Lawford  Hall  upon  that  day  ? 

A.  I did. 

Q.  Now  what  time  of  day  was  it  you  got  there  ? 

• AT  I cannot  be  very  particular  as  to  that,  l believe  it 
was  about  two  o’clock. 

Ch  Did  you  fee  Captain  Donelian  at  that  time  ? 

A.  I did. 

Q.  Now  tell  us  what  palfed  then  upon  feeing  Cap- 
tain Donelian  ? 

A.  I faw  Captain  Donelian  in  the  hall,  and  I alked 
him  if  Mr.'  Snow  was  come  ; he  faid  he  was  not  come  ; 


I faid,  pray  Sir,  have  you  received  any  meffage  or  letter 
from  Sir  William  Wheler;  he  faid  he  had  : I told  him 
I had  received  a verbal  meffage  from  Sir  William 
Wheler,  to  meet  Mr.  Snow  there,  and  if  he  would 
get  Sir  Thcodofius’s  body  into  the'  garden,  or  any  other 
convenient  pLce  he  thought  proper,  1 would  open  the 

' ' ’ Q,  Was 
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•Q^  Was  you  permitted  at  that  time  to  open  toe 

b°A  C»t#in  Donellan  faid  that  he  had  then  written 
to  Sir  William  Wheler,  andlikewife  to  Coventry,  to  the 
oentlemen  of  the  faculty  there,  and  he  then  watted  Sir 

William  Wheler’s  further  orders. 

q.  Was  you  at  that  time  permitted  to  open  the 

A I went  to  attend  a patient  that  was  very  ill  about 
two  miles  from  Lawford  Hall  5 I took  my  horfe,  and 
within  ten  yards  of  the  gate  I met  a meffenger  riding  a 
great  pace,  who  defired  I would  go  then  to  a pacieng 

he  thought  dying.  , 

Q Did  you  leave  any  word  at  Lawford  Ha  l ■ 

A.  I left  word  before  I went,  i fhould  be  back  j I be- 
lieve I mentioned  the  time: 

Qi  how  long  a time  ? 

A.  It  might  be  an  hour  and  a hah. 

Q.  Who  did  you  leave  that  word  with,  do  you 

know  ? c i 

A.  I fpoke  it  out  openly  in  the  hall  before  a great. 

many  people,  the  bearers,  and  people  that  were  ready 

to  affift.  . _ . i, 

q.  Do  you  know  whether  Captain  Donellan  was 

there  ? 

A.  Captain  Donellan  was  there,  but  I don’t  know 
whether  he  heard  it-,  it  is  my  opinion  he  did. 

Q.  Did  you  return  at  the  time  you  promifed  ? 

A.  Sir,  I had  not  rode  a mile  from  Lawford  Hahs 
when  I heard  a perfon  calling  after  me  ; I turned  back 
as  1 law  the  perfon  upon  full  gallop  ; he  told  me  Mr.- 
Snow  was  come:  I dare  fay  1 could  not  oe  gone  rbe 
minutes,  or  three  minutes  before  Mr.  Snow  came I 
told  the  perfon  I would  be  back  in  an  hour,  1 could 
not  go  back  then  as  I had  received  a meffage  from  a 
perfon,  who,  in  all  probability,  was  dying;  I came 
back  I believe  within  the  hour. 

Q.  When  you  came  back,  what  pafled  theft  ? Wa3 

Snow  there  or  not? 
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A.  No. 

Did  you  fee  Captain  Donellan  ? 

A.  I faw  Captain  Donellan,  I alked  if  Mr.  Snow  was 
gone  •,  Captain  Donellan  faid  he  was  gone,  and  he  had 
given  his  orders  what  to  do,  and  they  were  proceeding 
according  to  thofe  orders,  but  I am  ferry  you  fhould 
have  given  yourfelf  this  trouble  j 1 then  took  my  horfe 
and  rode  away. 

WILLIAM  FROST,  fworn. 

Q.  Did  you  live  in  the  fervice  of  Lady  Boughton,  at 
the  time  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton’s  death  ? 

A.  Yes,  my  Lord,  1 did. 

Q;  In  what  capacity  ? 

A.  I was  coachman. 

Q.  Upon  the  day  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  died,  did 
any  thing  pals  between  you  and  Captain  Donellan,  and 
what  ? 

A.  Pleafe  you,  my  Lord,  I will  tell  you  as  near  as 
pofiible.I  can  to  the  truth.  That  morning  that  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton  died,  the  Captain  and  my  Lady 
were  to  go  to  the  Wells  to  have  a draught  of  the  water ; 
they  ordered  me  to  get  the  horfes  ready,  which  I did 
accordingly. 

CL  What  time  were  thofe  orders  for  ? 

A.  I think  it  was  about  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
I think  it  was  according  to  the  belt  of  my  knowledge  j 
J got  the  horfes  ready  according  to  the  orders,  and  as 
they  Hood  ready  at  the  gates  at  the  top  of  the  fpace  way, 
the  Captain  came  out  of  the  gates,  and  looked  at  the 
horfes,  and  faid  they  are  fall  I believe,  William-,  I laid 
yes,  Sir-,  they  are  faid  he,  I will  go  and  fee  if  my  lady 
is  ready.  Accordingly  he  did-,  fays  he,  my  lady  is  not 
ready,  I will  take  my  mare  and  go  to  the  Wells. 

Q.  Where  did  you  fee  Captain  Donellan  again  ? 

A.  Pleafe  your  Lordfhip,  I had  been  in  the  liable 
for  a confiderable  time-,  Lady  Boughton  comes  up  the 
fpace  way,  and  calls  and  fays,  William,  you  mult  go  to 
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Mr.  Powell  and  fetch  him  as  fall  as  poflible,  for  Sir 
Theodofius  is  dangeroufly  ill ; fays  I,  here  is  no  hoiie 
here,  for  the  Captain  is  gone  away  to  the  Wells  with  his 
horfe  ; lays  Hie,  you  muft  go  after  him  as  fall  as  poffible, 
and  go  to  fetch  Mr.  Powell  ; 1 went  to  fhut  the  liable 
door,  the  Captain  came  within  fide  the  gate  •,  I told  him  % 
what  my  lady  Paid,  I muft  go  to  the  dodlor’s ; he  made 
fome  anfwer,  I took  no  notice  of  what  it  was. 

CP  When  you  came  back  again,  did  you  fee  Mr. 
Donellan  ? Was  you  called  by  Captain  Donnellan  at 
any  time  into  the  parlour  when  you  came  back  again  ? 

A.  When  I came  back  again  the  firft  time,  I faw  the 
Captain,  I met  him  at  the  door. 

Was  you  fent  for  into  the  parlour  by  Captain  Do- 
nellan  ? 

A Yes,  Sir,  I was. 

Q.  When  ? 

A.  Whether  it  was  the  fame  morning,  or  a morning 
or  two  afterwards,  I cannot  tell ; I was  called  into  the 
parlour  door  •,  fays  he,  when  I came  to  the  parlour 
door,  what  gate  did  I come  out  of  that  morning  ? I 
looked  at  him  ; fays  I,  the  iron  gates,  the  front  gates; 
Look  you  there,  fays  he,  Lady  Boughton,  he  fays  the 
front  gates. 

CP  What  did  you  fay  ? 

A.  I faid  the  front  gates,  the  iron  gates: 

What  did  he  fay  afterwards  ? 

A.  He  did  not  fay  any  thing  then  ; but  afterwards 
he  faid,  I fhould  be  a clear  evidence  for  him  of  his 
coming  out  of  that  gate. 

Q.  He  faid  fo  to  you  ? 

A.  Yes. 

No  Crofs-Examination. 

SAMUEL  FROST,  fworn. 

Ql  Did  not  you  go  to  Mr.  Powell  for  the  medicines 
Sir  T heodofius  was  to  take  ? 

A.  Yes. 


Q;  From 
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Ck  From  whom  did  you  receive  them  at  Rugby  ? 

A.  From  Mr.  Powell’s  hand. 

Q.  Whofe  hands  did  you  deliver  them  into  ? 

A.  Mr.  Theodofius  Boughton’s. 

About  what  time  did  you  deliver  it  ? 

A.  Between  five  and  fix  o’clock,  in  the  afternoon. 

Ck  What  did  he  do  with  it  after  he  received  it  ? 

A.  He  took  it  up  flairs  with  him. 

Were  you  with  him  that  afternoon  a fifhing  ? 

A.  About  feven  o’clock  1 was. 

Ck  Did  you  flay  with  him  till  he  returned  ? 

A.  I did. 

Q.  Was  Captain  Donellan  with  you  any  part  of  the 
time  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  not  a fifhing. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Sir  Theodofius  was  on  foot 
or  on  horfeback  there  ? 

A.  On  horfeback  all  the  time. 

Could  he  by  any  poffibility  wet  his  feet  while  he 
was  there  ? 

A.  No,  Sir;  he  had  his  boots  on,  and  continued  on 
the  mare  all  the  time. 

His  boots  on,  and  on  horfeback  all  the  time  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Had  you  occafion  to  go  into  his  room  that  day? 
A.  Yes. 

What  time  did  you  go  into  it  that  day  ? 

A.  About  fix  o’clock. 

Q.  Did  you  awake  him  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  For  what  purpofe  ? 

A.  For  the  flraps  to  buckle  on  a net  that  1 was 
going  to  take  to  Dunchurch. 

Who  gave  you  thofe  flraps  ? 

A.  Sir  Theodofius. 

Q.  How  did  he  get  at  them  ? 

A.  He  got  out  of  his  bed  and  went  into  the  next 
room  and  took  them. 

« How 
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Q.  How  did  he  appear  to  you  at  that  time,  did  he 
appear  in  health  ? 

A.  In  a very  good  ftate  of  health  to  all  appearance, 
he  fpoke  very  well. 

Crofs- Examination. 

<9.  You  fay  you  brought  the  medicine  from  Mr. 
Powell  ? 

A.  Yes;  about  that  time. 

j^.  Was  it  nearer  to  fix  or  five? 

A.  I cannot  juftly  fay  whether  it  was  near  fix  or  five, 
it  was  fomewhere  about  thofe  hours. 

How  long  was  it  afterwards  that  Sir  Theodofius 
went  a fifhing  ? 

A.  He  was  a fifhing;  I went  to  him  about  feven 
o’clock  in  the  evening. 

Q 1 afk  you  when  he  went  a fifhing  ? 

A . I don’t  know  when  he  went  out,  I did  not  fee 
him  when  he  went  firft  out. 

When  was  it  he  went  a fifhing,  do  you  know  the 

hour  ? 

A.  I cannot  juftly  fay  the  hour;  I was  not  in  the  way. 

^ Where  was  you  when  you  delivered  him  the  me- 
dicine? 

A.  He  was  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  brook,  behind 
the  mill. 

Was  that  the  brook  where  he  ufed  to  go  a fiftiin^ ? 

A.  Yes.  5 

Was  he  fifhing  when  you  delivered  the  medi- 
cine to  him  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  he  was  in  his  room;  he  came  down 
flairs  and  took  it  out  of  my  hand. 

Qi  You  fay,  when  you  delivered  the  medicine  he 
was  on  the  other  fide  of  the  brook  ? 

A.  No,  he  was  upon  the  flairs. 

How  came  you  to  fay  he  was  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  brook  ? 

A.  I underftood  you,  where  he  was  when  I went  to 
him  when  he  was  a fifhing. 


% When 


( 108  ) 

• Q,  When  you  delivered  the  medicine  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  his  filler  flood  by  him  when  1 delivered 
the  medicine. 

G>.  What  did  he  do  with  it  ? 

A.  He  took  that  up  flairs ; I don’t  know  what  he 
did  with  it. 

GK  Did  he  put  it  in  his  pocket  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  he  took  it  up  in  his  hand  and  fhewed  it 
to  his  filler. 

G^  How  foon  after  did  you  fee  him  at  the  brook  ? 

A.  It  might  be  about  a couple  of  hours  after  •,  I 
faw  him  fifning  after  I gave  him  the  medicine. 

G\  What  time  did  he  come  home  ? 

A . It  might  be  about  nine  o’clock ; it  was  quite 
dark  when  he  came  home. 

<5).  Now,  did  your  mailer  complain  that  the  phyfic 
Mr.  Powell  fent  him  before  made  him  fick  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  he  never  made  any  complaint  of  it  as  I 
heard. 

Did  not  you  fay  fo  to  Mr.  Powell  ? Did  not  you 
tell  Powell  fo,  boy  ? 

A.  No  •,  not  that  that  phyfic  made  him  fick,  he  did 
not  fay  any  thing  to  me  about  it. 

Did  he  fay  fo  alpout  any  phyfic  ? 

A'.  No,  Sir ; he  did  not  fay  any  thing  to  me  about 
any  phyfic  making  him  fick. 

6).  What  do  you  mean  by  faying  about  that  phyfic  ? 

There  was,  one  dofe  he  took  made  him  fick,  he 
brought  it  up  again,  but  he  did  not  mention  it  to  me. 

g£  Was  any  other  perfon  prefent  befides  his  filler. 
When  you  delivered  the  medicine  ? 

. J.  No,  Sir. 

G).  What  is  the  hour  of  dining  at  your  houfe  ? 

'yf.  We  commonly  ufed  to  dine  about  two  or  three 
o’clock  fometimes,  and  fometimes  later. 

G).  And  how  foon  after  dinner  had  you  feen  Mr. 

Ponellan  ? * 
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A.  It  was  about  feven  o’clock,  I faw  Mr.  Donellan  in 
the  garden. 

Q Then  you  had  not  feen  him  from  dinner  time? 

A,  Not  till  then,  Sit. 

Who  was  with  him  in  the  garden  when  you  faw 

him  ? 

A.  My  Lady  and  Madam  Donellan  were  walking 
about ; l was  getting  apples ; he  came  in  foon  after. 

You  did  not.  fee  any  thing  of  Mr.  Donellan  from 
dinner  till  feven  o’clock  ? 

A.  No. 

i 

Qz  Do  y°u  know  when  Mr.  Donellan  came  home  l 

A.  No. 

^ Not  that  night  ? 

A.  No. 

Was  not  he  gone  to  bed  before  Sir  Theodofiux 
came  home  ? 

A.  Not  that  I knovy  of- 

Court.  How  long  was  it  after  you  delivered  the 
medicine  to  Sir  Theodofius  Boughto’n,  before  he  got 
on  horfeback  to  go  a Sifting  ? & 

A.  I was  not  in'  the  way  when  he  got  on  horfeback. 

Q:  Did  you  fee  him  come  out  of  the  houfe  to  <*o  ? 

A.  No  ^ 1 was  not  in  the  houfe.  & 


MARY  LINES,  fworn. 

Qj_  Did  you  live  fervant  to  Mrs.  Donellan,  at  Law- 
ford  Hall  ? 


A.  Yes,  Sir-  a little  before  Sir  TheodofiUs’s 
before  Sir  Theodofius  died. 

Q.  How  long  ? 

A.  I was  not  there  at  his  death  ? 

Q.  You  had  left  the  place  then  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 


death. 


Q.  How  long  before  his  death  was  it  that  you  left  it  ? 
A.  He  died,  I believe,  in  Auguft.  } 

Q.  Did  you  leave  the  place  in  Auguft  laft? 

A.  I cannot  juftly  tell  when  I did  leave  it. 

Q».  Q.  You 


\ 
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Q.  You  cannot  recoiled  it  ? 

A.  No,  Sir. 

Was  it  a month  or  fix  weeks  before  ? 

A.  I think  it  was  a month  before. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  lived  with  Mrs.  Donellan  be- 
fore you  left  that  place  ? 

A.  I cannot  juitly  lay.  Sir. 

Q.  I don’t  aik  you  exactly  how  long  ? 

A.  I cannot juftly  fay. 

As  near  as  you  can  ; did  you  live  there  a twelve- 
month,  or  half  a year,  or  three  months,  or  four  months? 

A.  Yes,  Sir,  1 might,  I cannot  juftly  fay. 

Q.  During  the  time  you  was  there,  Mr.  Donellan 
was  at  that  houfe  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir,  all  the  time  I was  there,  he  was. 

Now,  do  you  know  any  thing  about  a ftill  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Tell  us  what  you  know  about  that,  fpeak  up  di- 
ftindly. 

A.  Yes,  Sir;  I will  tell  the  truth  and  nothing  elfe. 
Mr.  Donellan  diftilled  roles,  Sir ; I don’t  know  he  dif- 
tilled any  thing  elfe. 

Q.  Where  was  this  ftill  kept? 

A.  He  kept  the  ftill  in  what  he  called  his  own  room. 

Was  that  the  room  that  he  flept  in  at  any  time  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  he  did  not  fleep  there. 

Was  the  room  locked? 

A.  Yes,  Sir;  he  flept  there  when  Madam  Donellan 
was  brought  to  bed ; he  flept  in  that  room  then,  but 
no  time  elfe  when  I was  there. 

Was  that  room  in  which  the  ftill  was  kept  locked  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir,  it  was  kept  locked  before  Mrs.  Donel- 
lan was  brought  to  bed ; but  when  Ihe  was  brought  to 
bed,  it  was  open. 

Do  you  know  of  his  ufing  this  ftill  ? Did  he  fre- 
quently make  ufe  of  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  in  diftilling  rofes ; I don’t  know  that  he 
diftilled  any  thing  elfe. 

Was 
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Was  it  done  frequently  ? 

A.  It  was ; I cannot  tell  how  long  he  diftilled,  but 
it  was  a good  while. 

FRANCIS  AMOS,  fworn. 

Amos,  did  you  live  at  Lawford-hall  at  the  time 
of  the  death  of  Sir  7 heodofius  Boughton  ? A.  Yes 

den^r  Capadty  was  you  in  there  I was  the  gar- 

Do  you  remember  being  out  fifhing  with  Sir  The- 
odofius  the  night  before  he  died  ? A Yes 

A.\rsTry0U  WitH  Mm  thC  Wh°le  niSht *fi^ing  ?— 

Qi  Was  Mr.  Donellan  with  you  filhing?_A.  No,  Sir. 

evSi„a0Sir0ThrHemr^ XrfC'!,n?  Mn  D°nel,an  UP°n  the 

garden^  & Theodofius  died  ?-A.  I faw  him  in  the 

fn5V  °ld  hu  f?y  any  tllinS  t0  you  ?— A.  He  whooted 
for  James  the  footman  to  come.  "uotea 

dole's  died^A  6 iC?ptan  Do”ellan  the  day  Sir  Theo- 
ThpnHnf  a ■ a“  l aW  ^aPtain  Donellan  the  day  Sir 
Theodofius  died  , he  came  to  me  to  take  two  pigeonl 

Q.  I aik  you,  during  that  day  Sir  Theodofiuf  die/ 

Dol  la„tat^  d‘d  yol'hold  any  con^tt  fh* 

Q Whatdi 7^  ym,' f^He  , 

cr2Ti\*n  t i l , , \ y01*  • tie  came  into  the 

ou  &y^he>  now  gardener 

ftall  not  be  fo  as  i?  was  in  Sir  Theodofius's  Ze  “ft  “ 
wanted  before  to  be  matter  Ft  £ n'  1 havc 

and  I ihall  be  matter  ’ ' g°C  mafter  now- 

a ftdi?-Ay0NnnrKny  th;nge°f  Mr-  Donellan’s  ufmg 
days  after  Sir  f heodSLd“  whhTmViimeVn11^ 

theHmegwa‘t“me  ‘°  Ckan’  “ ™ 

SS  ?&&£" k!~A-  He 

^ 2 Did 
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Did  you,  as  gardener,  know  whether  he  ufed  to 
gather  things  in  the  garden  for  the  purpofe  of  diftill- 
jng.-— A.  He  might,  for  wliaf  I know. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  gathered  any  for  him  ?— A.  I 
pave  got  lavender  for  him. 

Q.  You  have  got  lavender  for  him  to  diftill  ? — A. 
/es,  Sir,  and  took  it  into  the  houfe  to  him. 

Qc  Have  you  in  your  garden  any  laurel  trees  ? — 
A.  ^es,  Sir,  and  bays  too  and  laureftina. 

Mr.  Newnham  Q.  And  you  have  cellery  in  your 
garden  too  ?— A.  Yes. 

Mr,  Howarth.  Q.  You  fay,  in  the  morning  that  Sir 
Theodouus  died,  Mr.  iJonellan  was  with  you  for  the 
purpofe  of  getting  iome  pigeons  ? — A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q-  Did  any  converfation  pafs  between  him  and  you 
yeipeding  Sir  Theodofius  ? — A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  What  was  it  ?— A.  He  came  and  called  me,  and 
faid,  gardener  you  muft  come  and  take  a couple  of 
pigeons  dire&ly.  I faid,  1 have  none  fit  to  take,  they 
are  not  good  to  eat ; fays  he,  it  will  make  no  odds  if 
they  are  not,  they  are  for  Sir  Theodofius  to  do  fome- 
thing  with,  we  mult  have  them  ready  againft  the  doc- 
tor comes;  fays  he,  poor  fellow,  he  lies  in  fad  agonies 
now  with  this  damned  nafty  diftemper  the  pox,  it  will 
be  the  death  of  him. 

Cfi  That  was  the  morning  he  died  ? — A.  Yes,  and 
foon  after  that  1 met  my  Lady  coming  out  at  the  door, 
'crying  and  wringing  her  hands ; and  fhe  laid  it  was  tod 
late,  and  fhe  fent  me  for  a woman. 

e • J . J w 11  : *}  . - V . . , 

Crofs-Examination. 

Q Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  was  lain  out,  was  not 
he  ?—A.  Yes.  ' ' 

gl  He  was  not  concealed  ? — A.  No. 

1 lie  woman  faw  him.— A.  Yes,  Sir,  the  woman 
faw  him.  . ■ 

Q Did  Mr.  Fonnereau  come  there  that  day  ? — A. 
He  came  there  the  day  after. 

& He 
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& He  faw  him  too,  did  not  he  ? — A . Yes,  I believe 
he  law  him. 

Court.  What  time  was  it  the  prifoner  fpoke  to 
you  about  the  pigeons  ?—  A.  About  eight  o’clock. 

Q How  loon  after  was  it  my  Lady  came  out  wring- 
ing her  hands  A very  few  minutes, 

Mr.  CROFTS,  fworn. 

Q Did  you  attend  at  taking  the  Coroner’s  Inqueft 
at  Newbold,  on  the  body  of  Sir  Theodofigs  Bouehton? 
— A.  I did.  , 6 

You  was  one  of  the  Jury  ?— A.  Yes. 

Lady  Boughton  was  examined  on  that  occafion  > 
—A.  Yes,  Sir. 


Q Did  you  obferve,  during  Lady  Boughton’s  exa- 
mination, any  particular  behaviour  of  Captain  Donel- 
lan,  and  what  ? — A.  I obferved  him  to  lay  hold  of  her 
arm,  to  give  her  a twitch,  when  Lady  Boughton  faid 
Captain  Donellan  rinced  the  bottles. 


When  Ihe  faid  what?  — A.  When  foe  faid  that 
Captain  Donellan  rinced  the  bottles,  I faw  the  Captain 
catch  her  by  the  gown,  and  give  her  a twitch. 

% Was  that  at  the  time  Ihe  was  repeating  that  part 
of  her  evidence  Yes,  it  was,  upon  her  faying  the 
Captain  rinced  the  bottles.  & 

No  crofs-examination. 


JOHN  DARBYSHIRE,  fworn 

Y«°"er  in  tHe  ga°‘  °f  Warwick’  afe 
Q.  A re  you  a prifoner  for  debt  in  the  gaol  ?— A.  Yes. 
• >r^ve  an  account  of  what  converfation  you  had 
with  Captain  Donellan,  and  how  you  came  to  enter  in- 
to that  converfation  ? 

)Vhu’JS-IrLWe,Wcrc  both  in  onc  room  together. 
He  had  a bed  in  the  fame  room  that  I had,  for  a month 

or  five  weeks,  I believe  i and  as  the  accounts  came  in- 
to. 
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to  the  prifori,  I ufed  to  tell  Captain  Donellan  what  I 
had  heard  from  time  to  time.  I remember  one  time  a 
convention  that  patted  about  the  body  of  Sir  Theodo- 
fius- Bough  ton  being  opened.  I afked  Captain  Donel- 
lan, if  the  body  was  poifoned  or  no  ? He  faid  there 
was  not  a doubt  of  it.  For  God’s  fake.  Captain,  I faid, 
who  could  do  it  ?,  It  was  done  among  themfelves,  he 
laid  ; that  he  had  no  hand  in  it ; he  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  I afked,  who  were  themfelves  ? He  faid, 
himielf,  Lady  Boughton,  the  footman,  or  the  apothe- 
cary. 

Who  did  he  mean  by  himfelf  ? 

A.  Sir  Theodofius,  Lady  Boughton,  the  footman, 
and  the  apothecary.  I faid,  Sir  Theodofius  could  not 
do  it  himfelf.  He  faid.  No,  hfe  did  not  think  he  did  * 
he  could  not  believe  he  would.  I told  him,  I thought 
the  apothecary  could  hardly  do  it,  for  he  had  no  inte- 
rcft  in  it,  he  would  lofe  a good  patient ; the  footman 
could  have  no  intereft  in  doing  it ; and  it  was  very  un- 
natural to  fuppofe  Lady  Boughton  could  do  it.  He 
then  fpoke  of  my  Lady’s  covetoufnefs,  iow  covetous 
lhe  was : That  fhe  had  received  an  anonymous  letter 
the  day  after  Sir  Theodofius’s  death,  charging  her 
plump  with  the  poifon  of  Sir  Theodofius  : That  fhe 
called  him,  and  told  it  to  him,  and  trembled. 

Court.  Q.  The  day  after  he  died?  — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  fay  farther  ? 

A.  She  defired  that  he  would  not  let  his  wife  know 
of  that  letter,  and  afked  him,  if  he  would  give  up  the 
right  to  the  perfonal  eftate,  and  fome  eftate  of  about 
jf.  ico  a year  belonging  to  the  family.  I think  that 
was  the  fubftance  of  the  converfation,  my  Lord. 

Clrofs- Examination. 

Had  you  any  acquaintance  with  Captain  Donel- 
lan before  he  canie  into  the  gaol  ? 

A ,,  No,  I never  had  feen  him  before  that  in  my  life. 

. <£.  Never  in  your  life  ? — A . Never. 


When 
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When  was  this  converfation  had  ? — A.  Why, 
in  leis  than  a minute  after  the  time  he  came  there. 

Q.  Soon  after  his  coming  ? — A . In  lefs  than  a mi- 
nute: It  was  not  a minute,  I am  fure. 

gK  Pray,  Sir,  what  way  of  life  were  you  in  before 
you  came  to  Warwick  gaol  ? — A.  A tradefman,  Sir, 
and  a very  reputable  one. 

Q You  have  failed,  I believe,  in  trade  ; you  was  not 
a very  fuccefsful  tradefman  ? — A.  I have  failed  in  trade. 

How  often  ?— A.  Twice. 

Q Do  you  mean  twice  a Bankrupt?  — A.  Yes. 
twice  a Bankrupt ; but  I failed  fairly. 

Where  did  you  live  ? — A.  At  Birmingham. 

i^.  You  know  Mr.  Pope  very  well,  do  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

i£.  And  Sir  Alexander  Leith  too  ? — A . No,  Sir, 

I know  nothing  of  him. 

£>.  You  knew  Pope  ? — A.  Yes,  Sir.  I know  not 
Sir  Alexander  Leith.  I never  fpoke  to  him  in  my  life. 

What  time  of  day  was  this  converfation  held  ? — 
A.  Why,  we  have  had  fome  part  of  that  converfation 
over  many  times.  I fancy  it  was  before  dinner. 

W as  it  common  talk  ? — A.  Common  converfa- 
tion  ; we  have  had  it  frequently.  The  Captain  and  I 
have  talked  over  the  affair  hundreds  of  times. 

Qj  So  that  was  his  ufual  account  ? — A.  No  ; not 
always,  but  frequently,  fpeaking  of  Sir  Theodofius’s 
death,  and  my  Lady’s  behaviour : But  faid  he  was  in- 
nocent •>  and  faid  it  was  impofiible  for  him  to  do  the 
thing  ; it  was  not  in  his  power,  he  faid. 

Examination  in  Reply. 

Q Did  he  ever  make  any  doubt,  in  thefe  converfa- 
tions,  that  Sir  Theodofius  had  been  poifoned  by  fome- 

body  ? A.  Since  Chriftmas,  he  has  fa  d Sir  Theodo- 
fius was  not  poifoned. 

Not  much  before  ? — - A.  Not  much  before,  as  I 
remember. 

^ How  lately  has  he  altered  that  converfation  ? — 

A ■ I can- 
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A.  I.  cannot  particularly  fay  the  time  ; but  he  has  alters 
ed  it,  and  faid  that  he  was  not  poifoned. 

Have  you  in  converfation,  more  than  once,  heard 
him  fay  he  was  poiloned  ? — A.  Yes,  I have. 

Sir  WILLIAM  WHELER,  fworn- 

Were  you  the  guardian  of  Sir  Theodofius  Bough, 
ton  ? — A.  I was.  Sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  having  received  a letter  accord- 
ing to  this  date? — ( Shewing  him  a letter.) — A.  I received 
that  letter  fome  time  in  Auguft  I received  it  the  31ft. 

Letter,  figned  John  Donellan,  addreffed  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Wheler,  Baronet,  produced,  dated  Lawford-hall, 
30th  Auguft. 

Q.  When  was  it  you  fir  ft  had  any  fufpicion  of  his  be- 
ing poifoned  ? — A.  Upon  September  1,  on  the  Friday. 

£K  Did  you,  in  confequence  of  that  intimation,  write 
any  letter  to  the  prifoner  ? — A.  No  •,  it  was  only  a 
flying  report  in  the  country. 

6).  When  was  it,  and  for  what  reafon  was  it,  you 
was  induced  to  write  a letter  to  the  prifoner  ? — A.  On 
Sunday  evening,  the  3d  of  September,  Mr.  Newfam, 
a gentleman  who  ftands  by  me,  came  to  my  houfe,  and 
I wrote  a letter  in  confequence. 

£>.  In  confequence  of  what  you  heard,  you  wrote  a 
letter  ? — A.  He  read  a letter  from  Lord  Denbigh. 

Q Have  you  the  letter  you  wrote  ? — A.  Iris  in  court. 

6).  Have  you  a copy  of  it  which,  from  your  recollec- 
tion, you  can  undertake  to  fay  you  wrote  it  ? — A \ 
Clearly  fo. 

Crofs-Examination. 

<2>.  What  was  the  date  of  that  letter  ? — A.  1 he  fe- 
cond  of  September. 

Then  the  letter  was  fent  on  the  Saturday?— A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Newnham,  the  Counlel  for  the  priloner,  defired 
that  the  letters  might  be  read  in  their  order,  with  their 
anlwers,  which  was  ordered  by  the  Court ; and  the 
Judge  faid,  it  was  more  intelligible  a great  deal. 

Then  the  letters  were  read,  as  follow  : 

Copy 
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Copy  Of  Captain  Donellan’s  Letter  to  Sir  Williafri 

Wheler. 

Dear  Sir, 

I am  very  forry  to  be  the  communicator  of  Sir 
Theodofius’s  death  to  you,  which  happened  this  morn- 
ing; he  has  been  for  feme  time  paft  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Powell,  of  Rugby,  for  a fimilar  complaint  to  that 
which  he  had  at  Eaton.  Lady  Boughton  and  my  wife 
are  inconfolable  they  join  me  in  belt  refpetts  to  Lady 
Wheler,  yourlelf,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  SitWell;  we  were 

much  concerned  to  hear  of  their  lofs. 

\ 

I am,  dear  Sir,  with  the  gfeateft  efteem, 
Lawford  Hall , Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Aug.  30,  1780.  JOHN'  DONELLAN, 

Dear  Sir,  Lemington , Sept.  2,  1780. 

I received  the  favour  of  your  letter  the  day  after 
my  return  from  Mr.  Sitwell’s.  The  fudden  and  very 
untimely  death  of  my  poor  unfortunate  Ward  gives 
me  great  concern,  and  we  condole  with  Lady  Bough* 
ton,  Mrs.  Donellan,  and  yourfelf  for  his  lofs.  I fend 
a fervant  with  this  to  know  hovv  Lady  Boughton  and 
Mrs.  Donellan  do,  after  fo  fudden  and  great  a fhOck. 
Pleafe  to  make  our  refpedts  to  them.  At  a proper 
time  I fhall  make  my  refpedts  to  them  and  you  irt 
perfon.  • 

I am,  dear  Sir^  your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  WHELER, 

To  John  Donellan^  Efq. 

Lawford  Hall. 

Dear  Sir,  Lemington , Sept.  4,  1780.' 

SINCE  I wrote  to  you  laft  I have  been  applied  to* 
as  the  guardian  of  the  late  Theodolius  Boughton,  to 

R enquire 
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enquire  into  the  caufe  of  his  fudden  death.  And  re- 
port fays,  that  he  was  better  the  morning  of  his  death, 
and  before  he  took  the  phyfic,  than  he  had  been  for 
many  weeks  •,  and  that  he  was  taken  ill  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour,  and  •,.ie,d  in  two  hours  alter  he  had  fwal- 
lowed  the  phyfic.  Suppofing  this  to  be  true,  there  is 
great  reaion  to  believe  that  the  phyfic  was  improper, 
and  that  it  might  be  the  caufe  of  his  death.  As  ic 
makes  a great  noife  in  the  country,  and  as  I find  that  I 
am  very  much  blamed  for  not  making  fome  enquiry 
into  the  affair,  I thought  it  neceffary  to  call  upon  Mr. 
Powell,  to  give  an  account  in  what  ftate  of  health  he 
found  Sir  TheodoHus  Boughton  when  he  firft  attended 
him,  what  medicines  he  gave  him,  and,  particularly, 
the  dofe  of  phyfic  that  he  took  the  morning  of  his 
death  ; and  what  ftate  he  was  in  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  I expert  Mr.  Powell  here  every  moment,  his 
charadter  is  at  ftake,  and  1 dare  fay  it  will  be  a great 
fatisfadtion  to  him  to  have  the  body  opened  ; and 
though  it  is  very  late  to  do  ft  now,  yet  it  will  appear 
from  the  ftomach  whether  there  is  any  thing  corrofive 
in  it.  As  a friend  to  you,  1 muft  fay  that  it  will  be  a 
great  fatisfadlion  to  me,  and  1 am  fure  it  muft  be  l'o  to 
you,  Lady  Boughton,  and  Mrs.  Donellan,  when  1 al- 
lure you  that  it  is  reported  all  over  the  country  that  he 
was  killed  either  by  medicine  or  by  poil'on.  '1  he  coun- 
try will  never  be  convinced  to  the  contrary  unlels  the 
body  is  opened,  and  we  lhall  be  all  very  much  blamed; 
therefore  I muft  requeft  it  of  you,  and  the  family,  that 
the  body  may  be  immediatly  opened,  by  Mr.  Wilmer, 
of  Coventry,  or  Mr.  Snow,  of  Southam,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  Dr.  Rattray,  or  any  other  phyfician  that  you 
and  the  family  think  proper.  Mr.  Powell  is  now  with 
me,  and,  from  his  account,  it  does  not  appear  that  his 
medicines  could  be  the  caufe  of  his  death ; he  has  not 
gave  him  any  mercury  fince  June,  and  the  phyfic  he 
took,  the  morning  ot  his  death,  wascompoled  of  rheu- 

barb 
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barb  and  jallap,  two  very  innocent  drugs.  Mr.  Powell 
fays  it  will  be  a great  fatisfadtion  to  him  to  have  the 
body  opened  ; and,  for  the  above  reafons,  I moil  fin- 
Ccrely  wifh  it,  as  no  reflections  can  be  caft  upon  me, 
Lady  Boughton,  or  you,  if  it  is  done;  and  if  it  is  not 
we  fhall  be  much  blamed.  I will  only  add,  that  this 
affair  makes  me  very  unhappy,  as  it  muft  do  you.  Lady 
Boughton,  and  Mrs.  Donellan.  1 beg  of  you  to  lay 
this  affair  before  Lady  Boughton  in  as  tender  a manner 
as  you  can,  and  to  point  out  to  her  the  real  neceffity 
of  complying  with  my  requeft,  and  to  fay  that  it  is  ex- 
pected from  the  country. 

I am,  with  refpedts  to  Lady  Boughton,  yourfelf,  and 
Mrs.  Donellan, 

* 0 X 

Your  fincere  friend,  and  obliged  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  WHELER. 

Dear  Sir, 

I this  moment  received  a letter  from  you,  by  Mr. 
Powell,  which  I communicated  to  Lady  Boughton  and 
my  wife,  and  we  moft  chearfully  wifh  to  have  the  body 
of  Sir  Theodofius  opened,  for  the  general  fatisfadtion, 
and  the  fooncr  it  is  done  the  better,  therefore  I wifh 
you  could  be  here  at  the  time. 

I. am,  dear  Sir,  with  the  greatefl  fincerity. 

Your  mofl  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Lawford  Hall , JOHN  DONELLAN. 

Sept.  4,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  this  moment  received  the  favour  of  your 
letter,  and  1 am  very  happy  to  find  that  Lady  Bough- 
ton, Mrs.  Donellan,  and  yourlelf,  approve  of  having 
the  body  opened.  I fhould  wifh  to  lhew  Lady  Rough- 
ly 2 ton. 
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ton,  and  every  part  of  her  family,  every  refpeft  that  is 
in  my  power,  but  it  would  be  very  improper  for  me, 
or  indeed  any  other  perfon  except  the  faculty,  to  attend 
\]v.  n rhis  occafion  •,  the  furgeons,  a phyfician,  and  Mr. 
Powell,  fliould  attend  as  foon  as  poffible.  I hope  that 
you  underdand  that  it  is  not  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity  but 
the  public,  that  I wifh  to  have  this  done,  and  to  prevent 
the  world  from  blaming  any  of  us  that  had  any  thing  to 
do  with  poor  Sir  Theodofius. 

1 am,  with  great  fincerity. 

Your  faithful  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  WHELER. 

• » >•  , f y 

-■  ' f * • - • • * 

Dear  Sir, 

GIVE  me  leave  to  exprefs  the  heart-felt  fatisfaftion 
I enjoyed  in  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  as  it  gave  us, 
Lady  Boughton,  my  wife,  and  felf,  an  opportunity  of 
inftantly  obferving  your  advice  in  all  refpefts.  I fent 
for  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr.  \Vilmer,  they  brought  another 
aentleman  with  them,’  Mr.  Powell  gave  them  the  meet- 
fncr.  ana,  upon  the  receipt  of  your  lad  letter,  I gave 
:t  “t0  them  to  perufe,  and  aft  as  it  direfted  ; the  four 
gentlemen  proceeded  accordingly,  and  I am  happy  to 
inform  you  they  fully  fatisfied  us ; and  I wiftj  you  vlmuld 
hear  from  them  the  date  they  found  the  body  in,  as  it 
will  be  an  additional  fatisfaftion  to  me,  that  you  fhould 
hear  the  account  from  themielves.  Sir  Theodofius 
nvide  a very  free  ufe  of-  ointments  and  other  things,  to 

repell  a large  b which  he  had  in  his  groin  •,  fo  he 

ufed  to  do  at  Eaton,  and  at  Mr.  Jones’s,  he  told  me 
often.  I repeatedly  advifed  to  conlult  Dr.  Rattray,  or 
Tvlr-  Carr,  but,  as  you  knew  Sir  Theodofius,  you^vill 
no:  wonder  at  his  going  his  own  way,  which  he  would 
no;  be  put  out  of.  1 cannot  help  thinking  but  that 
Mr  Powell  afted  to  the  bed  of  his  judgment  for  $jr 
r ’ - • >.  •••  -Theodofius 
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Theodofius  in  this  and  the  laft  cafe,  which  was  but  a 
ftiort  time  finifhed  before  the  latter  appeared  Lady 
Boughton  expreffed  her  wifhes  to  Sir  Theodofius,  that 
he  would  take  proper  advice  for  his  complaints,  but  he 
treated  herJs  as  he  did  mine.  She  and  my  wife  join  in 

bed,  &c. 

Sept.  5,  1780.  JOHN  DONELLAN. 


After  the  letter  of  the  5th  of  September  was  read, 
the  following  queftions  were  afked  of^  Sir  William 
Wheler : 

Upon  the  receipt  of  that  letter,  did  you  entertain 

the  lcjea  of  this  body  being  opened  ? 

' A.  I took  it  for  granted  the  body  had  been  opened. 

When  was  you  firft  undeceived  in  that  parti- 
cular ? 

A.  On  Wednefday  morning. 

,Q^  By  whom  ? 

A.  By  Lady  Boughton. 

Did  you,  in  confequence  of  being  undeceived, 
write  any  letter  to  Mr.  Donellan  ? 

A.  1 did  immediately. 


The  letter  of  the  6th  of  September  read  : 

Dear  Sir, 

T 1 

FROM  the  letter  that  I received  from  you  yefterday 
morning,'  I concluded  that  the  body  of  tHe  late  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton  had  been  opened,  and  that  I 
Ihould  receive  an  account  from  the  faculty  of  the  ftate 
that  they  found  it.  I have  not  yet  heard  from  them, 
but  find  that  they  found  the  body  in  fo  putrid  a ftate, 
that  they  thought  it  not  fafe  to  open  it.  I likewife  find 
that  a young  man  of  Rugby  (Mr.  Bucknill)  did  attend, 
and  offer  to  open  the  body,  but  it  was  not  done.  If 
Bucknill  and  Snow  will  do  it,  I by  all  means  recom- 
mend it  to  you  to  let  it  be  done,  as  it  muft  be  a fatif- 

fa&ion 
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fafb'on  to  you,  as  well  as  myfelf,  to  have  the  caufe  of 
his  fudden  death  cleared  up  to  the  world.  If  there  is 
any  danger  in  opening  the  body,  it  is  to  themfelves, 
and  not  to  the  family,  as  the  body  may  be  taken,  into 
the  open  air.  If  I am  nor  mifinformed,  Mr.  Bucknill 
is,  or  was,  very  defirous  of  opening  the  body.  1 am, 
with  refpe&s  to  Lady  Boughton,  Mrs.  Donellan,  and 
yourfelf. 

Your  fincere  friend,  and  obliged  humble  fervant, 
Lmington , Sept.  6,  1780.  WILLIAM  WHELER. 

If  Snow  is  from  home  I do  not  fee  any  impropriety 
in  Bucknill’s  doing  it,  if  he  is  willing.  I will  fend 
Snow  to  Bucknill,  that  if  Bucknill  Ihould  be  gone  to 
Lawford  he  may  follow  him. 

To  John  Donellan , Efq. 

Lawford  Hall. 

\ v 

After  the  letters  were  read,  except  the  letter  to  the 
Coroner  and  his  Jury,  the  following  queftions  were 
alked  of  Sir  William  Wheler. 

How  far  do  you  live  from  Lawford-hall  ? 

A.  About  eight  miles,  the  neareft  way. 

How  far  is  it  the  coach- road  ? 

A.  Ten  miles. 

Ch  What  time  would  it  take  to  go  from  your 
houfe  to  Lawford-hall  ? 

A.  The  fervants  always  go  the  round-about  way, 
the  other  is  a trefpafs.  They  might  go  the  long  way. 
3 fuppofe  it  is  about  ten  miles  at  leaft. 

Then  the  letter  of  the  Coroner  and  the  reft  of  the 
Jury  was  read,  as  follows : 

To  the  Coroner,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  at 
Newbold. 

Gentlemen,  my  underftanding  from  report  that  you 
are  to  meet  again  to-day,  I hold  it  my  duty  to  give  yo^ 

every 


/ 
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every  information  I can  recoiled,  refpedting  the  bufi- 
nefs  which  you  are  upon,  exclufive  ot  what  appeared 
before  you  laft  Saturday,  when  Lady  Boughton  and 
felf  was  with  you.  During  the  time  Sir  Theodofius  was 
here,  great  part  of  it  was  fpent  in  procuring  things  to 
kill  rats,  with  which  this  houfe  fwarms  remarkably  : 
He  ufed  to  nave  arfenic  by  the  pound  weight  at  a time, 
and  laid  the  fame  in  and  about  the  houfe  in  various 
places,  and  in  as  many  forms.  We  often  expoftulated 
with  him  about  the  extreme  carelefs  manner  in  which 
he  adted,  refpedting  himfelf  and  the  family  in  general. 
His  anfwer  to  us  was,  that  the  men  fervants  knew 
where  he  laid  the  arfenic,  and  for  us,  we  had  no  bif- 
finefs  with  ic.  At  table,  we  have  not,  knowingly, 
eaten  any  thing  for  many  months  part:  which  we  per- 
ceived him  to  touch,  as  we  well  knew  his  extreme  in- 
attention to  the  bad  effedts  of  the  various  things  he 
frequently  ufed  to  lend  for,  for  the  above  purpofes,  as 
well  as  for  making  up  horfe  medicines.  He  ufed  to 
make  vaft  quantities  of  golard,  from  a receipt  which  he 
had  from  Mrs.  Newfam.  She  will  give  you  a copy  of 
it,  if  you  pleafe,  and  it  will  fpeak  for  itfelf.  Since  Sir 
Theodofius’s  death,  the  gardener  colledted  feveral  filh 
which  Sir  Theodofius  laid  ; he  ufed  to  fplit  them,  and 
rub  the  fluff  upon  them.  The  gardener  was  ordered 
to  bury  the  fjfh.  1 he  prefent  men  fervants  and  the 
former  ones,  for  about  two  years  back,  with  William 
Matthews,  the  houfe-carpenter,  can  relate  the  particu- 
laro  refpedting  the  above  having  been  Sir  Theoclofius’s 
common  practice  when  he  was  able,  or  that  he  was  not 
a fifhing,  or  attending  his  rabbits,  or  at  carpentering 
work.  Lady  Boughton,  my  wife,  and  myfelf,  hav? 
mewed  the  utmofl  wiilingnefs  to  fatisfy  the  public  re- 
fpedting Sir  1 heodofius’s  death,  by  every  act  within  the 

i'T.nS  of  pur  Power-  The  accompanied  letter  from  Sir 
William  Wheler  will  certify  the  fame,  as  well  as  our 
orders  that  every  one  that  came  to  the  houfe  jfhould 

lee 
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fee  the  corps  before  it  was  put  into  the  coffin,  the  fourth 
day,  and  the  eighth  day  the  corps  was  fentto  the  vault 
at  Newbold.  I am, 

Gendeitien£$ 

Your  molt  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Tburfday , Lawford-hall , JOHN  DON  ELL  AN. 

14 th  Sept.  1780. 

After  the  letter  to  the  Coroner  and  his  Jury  was  read, 

Sir  William  Wheler  was  crofs-examined. 

/ - t # 

Pray,  Sir,  did  you  know  the  late  Sir  Edvyard. 
Boughton  ? 

A.  I did  very  well. 

Q.  Do  you  recolledt  what  he  died  of  ? 

A.  I really  do  not  know.  He  died  fuddenly.  I 
never  heard. 

He  died  as  he  was  walking  home  ? 

A.  I believe  he  did.  I do  not  know  it  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

Q.  It  was  fo  underftood  ? 

A.  It  was  fo  underftood. 

What  fort  of  perfon  was  he  ? 

A.  He  was  a fhort  thick-fet  fat  man. 

Q/What  was  the  perfon  of  the  late  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton  ? 

A.  Very  thin,  and  much  taller  than  his  father. 

Q.  What  age  was  Sir  Edward  Boughton  when  he 

died  ? 

A.  Sixty. 

Mr.  E D W A R D O R M E,  fworn. 

What  is  your  Chriftian  name  ? 

A.  My  name  is  Edward. 

Q.  Were  you  at  any  time  defired  to  carry  a letter  by 
the  prifoner  to  any  perfon  ? 

A.  Yes. 


Q,By 
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By  whom  ? 

A.  To  Mrs-  DonelJan.  ( 

Did  you  receive  that  letter  fealed  or  unfeaTed  ? 

A.'  Un fealed. 

Did  you  make  any  obfervation  to  the  prifoner  ? 

A.  I never  faw  Mr.  Donellan. 

Then  whole  hands  did  you  receive  it  by  ? 

A.  By  Mr.  Rowe,  the  gaoier.  — I think  Mr.  Rowe 
gave  me  the  letter. 

Did  you  open  that  letter  that  you  received,  as  it 
was  unfealed. 

A.  I did  open  it. 

Qi  you  afterwards  carry  it  to  the  perfon  to  whom1 
it  was  directed  ? 

A.  I did  not. 

Q.  Where  did  you  deliver  it? 

A.  I delivered  it  at  Rugby,  where  I live,’  and  fent 
it  by  a perfon  going  into  that  neighbourhood'. 

Who  was  it  dire&ed  to  ? 

A.  To  Mrs.  Donellan,  at  Lawford- hall,  or  else- 
where. 

Q.  Did  you  take  a copy  of  that  letter  ? 

A.  1 did,  (producing  it)  and  I am  very  forry  I did’ 
do  it. 

Mr.  Newnham.  ’Tis  a very  extraordinary  thino-  to‘ 
intercept  a letter  from  him  to  his  wife. 

The  Judge  was  of  opinion,  it  was  not  evidence  as' 
he  had  not  received  it  from  the  prifoner. 

Court.  Q.  You  do  not  know  Captain  Donelian’s 
hand-writing  ? 

A.  1 cannot  pofitively  fwear  to  it. 

Did  you  fee  him  write  ? 

A.  No,  I cannot  pofitively  fwear  to  it. 

Qi  D°  you  know  the  prifoner  at  the  bar? 

A.  No,  1 do  not. 

Qt  Have  you  feen  him  before  ? 

A,  Yes,-  I have. 
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Mr.  ROWE,  Keeper  of  the  Gaol,  fworn. 

Q.  Was  you  prefent  when  any  body  delivered  into 
this  man’s  hand,  a letter  diredted  to  Mr.  Donellan  ? 

A.  I delivered  to  him. 

Q.  From  whom  had  you  that  letter? 

A.  From  the  perfon  that  waits  on  the  Captain. 

Q.  Who  is  he  ? what  is  his  name  ? 

A.  John  Barnes. 

He  is  a debtor  in  gaol  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  is  under  execution  for  debt. 

Q.  Had  you  curiolity  to  open  that  letter  and  read  it? 

A 4 Yes,  I did. 

Can  you  tell  whofe  hand-writing  that  letter  was? 

A.  Yes,  Sir-,  it  was  Captain  Donellan’s. 

Cb  to  Orme.  What  did  you  do  with  the  letter  when 
you  received  it  ? 

A.  I carried  it  to  Rugby,  and  gave  it  to  a perfon 
who  was  going  into  that  neighbourhood. 

Mr.  Howarch.  It  is  perfectly  immaterial  whether  it 
ever  got  to  Mrs.  Donellan  or  not;  I only  produce  it  as 
delivered  by  the  prifoner  to  this  man. 

Mr.  Newnham  objefted  to  it,  and  faid  it  was  not  ad- 
mirable evidence  in  a caufe  fhort  of  treafon,  what  the 
wife  has  faid  either  for  or  againft  her  hufband. 

Mr.  Howarth.  His  Lordfhip  will  prefume  it  was  re- 
ceived agreeable  to  dire&ions. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Circumftanced  as  this  letter  is, 
having  gone  through  two  hands,  as  a Judge  I do  not 
think  it  is  admifl'able. 

Mr.  Howarth.  The  declaration  of  the  prifoner  is 
evidence : Here  is  fomething  delivered  by  the  prifoner 
into  the  hands  of  the  witnefs  Orme,  and  ordered  by 
him  to  be  fent  agreeable  to  that  direction,  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  order  from  the  prifoner  ; though  it  is 
not  now  in  our  power  to  produce  the  original,  we  may 
produce  the  copy. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  In  my  opinion  it  has  not  gone 
far  enough  to  fhew  the  neceflicy  of  it ; for,  in  the  firft 
place,  you  trace  it  from  the  prifoner  to  Rowe  the  gaol- 
er ; from  thence  to  Edward  Orme,  and  he  delivered  it 
to  another  perfon  ; you  might  have  gone  on  to  enquire 
of  that  perfon  ; is  he  here  ? 

Mr.  Howarth  made  enquiry  of  Orme,  whether  he 
was  or  not  •,  Orme  faid,  I do  not  know  that  he  is  : 
Then  Mr.  Howarth  faid,  we  have  done  for  the  pri- 
foner. 

Mr.  Juflice  Buller  to  the  prifoner.  Prifoner,  now  is 
the  time  for  you  to  make  your  defence. 

Prifoner.  My  Lord,  I beg  leave  to  have  this  read, 
putting  in  a written  defence,  which  was  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

My  Lord,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

PERMIT  me,  in  this  unfortunate  fituation,  to  fub- 
mit  to  your  confideration  a few  particulars  and  obfer- 
vations  relating  to  this  horrid  charge  which  has  been 
brought  againft  me. 

Although  many  falfe,  malevolent,  and  cruel  reports 
have  been  circulated  in  the  public  prints , and  throughout 
the  country*  ever  fince  my  confinement,  tending  to  pre- 
judice the  minds  of  the  people  in  an  opinion  injurious  to 
my  honour,  and  dangerous  to  my  life — I ftill  have  con- 
fidence that  your  jultice  and  humanity  cannot  be  mif- 
led  by  them. 

My  marriage  with  Mrs.  Donellan,  in  the  year  1777, 
was  with  the  entire  approbation  of  her  friends  and 
guardians;  and  to  convince  both  her  and  them  of  my 
honourable  intentions,  1 entered  into  articles  for  the 
immediate  fettling  of  her  whole  fortune  on  herfelf  and 
children,  and  deprived  myfelf  of  the  poffibility  of  en- 
joying even  a life  eftate  in  cafe  of  her  death  ; and  this 
fettlement  did  not  extend  only  to  her  then  fortune,  but 
to  all  future  expe&ancies. 

S 2 
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Ever  fincc  my  marriage,  the  deceafed  and  myfelf 
lived  in  perfect  friendfhip  and  cordiality  ; and  it  is  well 
known  to  the  family,  and  to  many  relpe&able  perfons, 
that  upon  feveral  occafions  of  danger  to  his  life,  which 
the  deceafed  had  unguardedly  fallen  into,  I have  ftep- 
ped  in  and  prevented  it:  Such  inftances  of  friendfhip 
on  my  part,  are,  I truft,  fufficient  to  convince  you  that 
I could  never  entertain  any  defign  againft  his  life. 

Immediately  after  the  death  of  Sir  Theodofius,  I 
wrote  a letter  to  Sir  William  Wheler,  one  of  his  guarl 
dians,  to  acquaint  him  of  the  melancholy  event;  and 
‘■to  my  letter  Sir  William  Wheler  fent  an  anfwer,  con- 
doling with  the  family  for  the  lofs.  A few  days  after, 

I think  on  the  4th  September,  I received  a fecond  let- 
ter from  Sir  William,  reprefenting  the  furprize  which 
had  arifen  in  the  country  refpe&ing  Sir  Theodofius’s 
death,  and  his  wifh  to  have  the  body  opened  for  ge- 
neral iatisfadlion.  This  letter  was  brought  me  by  Mr. 
Powell,  and  10  anxious  was  I to  give  that  fatisfadlion, 
that  by  him  I returned  an  anfwer,  exprefling  the  chear- 
fui  acquiefcence  of  myfelf  and  the  family,  to  his  pro- 
pofitions  ; and  immediately  afterwards  fent  a fervant  to 
Coventry,  to  Mr.  Wilmerand  Dr.  Rattray,  (gentlemen  * 
alluded  to  in  Sir  William’s  letter)  requeuing  them  to 
be  at  Lawford  diredtiy,  to  perform  the  operation. — • 
Thefe  gentlemen  arrived  there  about  nine  o’clock  at 
night,  when  I produced  to  them  Sir  William's  letter , and 
defir  ed  they  would  purfue  his  infir  uttiqns . They  accord- 
ingly, with  Mr.  Powell,  went  up  flairs,  and  examined 
the  body  ; and,  after  continuing  there  feme  time,  re- 
turned, and  informed  the  family  that  the  fame  was  fo 
putrid,  it  was  not  only  dangerous  to  approach  it,  but 
impoffible  at  that  time  to  difeover  the  caufe  of  Sir  Theodo- 
fius's  death.  I then  ‘expreffd  my  wifij  that  Sir  William 
■might  be  acquainted  with  the  refult  of  their  attendance,  and 
J think  Dr.  Rattray  promifed  to  wait  upon  him  the  nexc 
morning  for  that  purpofe.  But  by  a letter  I received 

from 
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from  Sir  William  foon  afterwards,  I found  D>r.  Rattray 
had  not  been  with  him,  and  therefore  immediately  fent 
3 letter  to  Mr.  Wilmer,  particularly  requefting  that  he 
and  Dr.  Rattray  would,  on  receipt  thereof,  wait  upon 
Sir  William  Wheler^  to  which  he  wrote  me  an  anfwer, 
informing  me  that  he  was  then  engaged  in  a cafe  of 
midwifery,  but  thdt  as  foon  as  he  fhould  be  difengaged, 
he  would  comply  with  my  requeft  ; and  further  in- 
formed me,  that  Dr.  Rattray  was  then  from  home,  but 
that  if  he  fhould  return  before  he,  Mr.  Wilmer,  left 
Coventry,  he  would  communicate  my  wiihes  to  him. 

Soon  after  this,  a Mr.  Bucknill  called  at  Lawford, 
and  faid,  he  had  nnderftood  that  I wifhed  to  have  the 
body  of  Sir  Theodofius  opened.  I informed  him  that 
it  was  my  wifh,  but  that  Mr.  Wilmer,  Dr.  Rattray,  and 
Mr.  Powell,  had  attended  the  preceding  evening,  and 
declared,  that  from  the  high  Rate  of  putrefaction  the 
body  was  in,  it  was  not  only  unfafe  to  open  it,  but  at 
that  time  impoffible  to  form  any  opinion  with  refpedfc 
to  the  fame  ; however,  I told  him,  that  I Ihould,  ne- 
vprthelefs,  think  myfelf  obliged  to  him  to  undertake 
the  matter,  if  he  would  tfait  upon  Sir  William  Whe- 
ler,  and  obtain  his  confent  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Bucknill  then  left  me,  and  the  next  morning 
being  the  6th  of  September,  I received  another  letter 
from  Sir  William  Wheler,  wherein  he  mentioned  that 
he  had  been  informed  of  Mr.  Bucknill’s  having  ex- 
prefied  a wifh  to  open  the  body,  and  that  therefore  he 
had  requefted  Mr.  Snow  (the  apothecary  of  his  family) 
to  call  upon  him,  and  take  him  to  Lawford  for  that 
purpofe  ; in  which  letter  Sir  William  alfo  recommended 
to  me,  to  let  them  open  the  body  if  they  fhould  at- 
This day  had  been  fixed  upon  feveral  days  prior  to 
the  fame  for  Sir  Theodofius’s  funeral,  and  the  tenants 

and  others  invited,  were  then  there  ready  to  attend  the 
lame.  ‘ ' 

• •»  • f « > » 
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About  three  o’clock  that  afterncon,  Mr.  Bucknill 
arrived  alone,  and  immediately  on  his  arrival  I afked 
him,  if  the  plumber  and  carpenter  (who  were  then 
there)  lhould  open  the  coffins,  who  defied  they  might 
wait  till  Mr.  Snow  ffiould  attend. 

Mr.  Bucknill  waited  fome  time,  and  then  informed 
me  that  he  muft  go,  but  faid  he  would  return  again, 
and  defired  that  if  Mr.  Snow  ffiould  arrive  in  the  mean 
time,  he  might  wait.  I preffed  him  to  flay,  but  he 
faid  he  could  not  do  it. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Bucknill  was  gone,  Mr.  Snow  ar- 
rived, and  waited  a confiderable  time  for  Mr.  Buck- 
nill’s  return  i but  on  his  not  arriving,  he  at  length  fent 
for  the  plumber  and  others  into  the  parlour,  and  after 
examining  them  as  to  the  putridity  of  the  body,  de- 
clared he  would  not  be  concerned  in  opening  it  for  Sir 
Theodofius’s  eilate  ; and  recommending  it  to  the  fa- 
mily to  have  the  fame  buried  that  afternoon,  immedi- 
ately left  Lawford  before  Mr.  Bucknill’s  return. 

The  body  was  therefore  buried  that  evening,  but 
not  by  my  directions  or  defire. 

This,  my  Lord,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  was  the 
undifguifed  part  1 took  •,  but,  fuch  is  my  misfortune, 
that  not  only  a gentleman,  unufed  to  attend  this  bar, 
whole  perfuafive  abilities  the  mod  confcious  innocence 
muft  tremble  at,  has  been  called  in  againft  me  — but 
the  molt  trifling  actions  and  expreffions  have  been 
Handled  to  my  prejudice  : My  private  letters  have  been 
broke  open,  and  many  other  unjuftifiable  fteps  have 
been  taken  to  prejudice  the  world,  and  imbitter  my 
defence.  However,  depending  upon  the  confcience  of 
my  Judge,  and  the  unprejudiced  impartiality  of  my 
Jury,  l trutt  my  honour  will  be  protected  by  their 
verdict.  ‘ 


Mr. 
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Mr.  ANDREW  MILLER,  fworn. 

CL  You  'are  poft-mafter,  Sir,  at  Rugby  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

CL  Did  you  keep  the  Rear  Inn,  at  Rugby,  at  the 
time  the  afiembly  was  held  at  that  houfe  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

CL  Now  do  you  remember  the  late  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton  being  at  your  houfe,  upon  any  quarrel  hap- 
pening between  him  and  Mr.  Wildgoofe  ? 

A.  I do,  Sir. 

Q.  How  long  is  it  ago  ? 

A.  About  the  ift  of  June,  I think,  1778.  It  wa# 
on  Tuefday  the  ift  of  June. 

CL  Do  you  remember  what  his  condud  was  upon 
that  occafion,  and  whether  Mr.  Donellan  was  fent  for 
or  not  ? 

A.  I remember  fomething  of  it. 

CL  You  remember  Mr.  Donellan  coming  ? 

A.  Yes,  I do.  • 

Q:  You  remember  what  part  Mr.  Donellan  took 
upon  that  occafion  ? 

A.  I remember  what  I thought  upon  that  occafion, 

Q.  Repeat  what  you  thought? 

A.  Why,  I thought  he  aded  in  fuch  a meafure  as 
to  prevent  their  fighting. 

Q,  Were  any  applications  made  to  you  to  deliver 
up  any  letters  to  Captain  Donellan,  in  cafe  they  came 
from  the  profecu tor’s  attorney  ? 

A.  I don’t  recolied. 

Qi  You  keep  the  Poll  Office  ? 

A.  Yes.  I don’t  underftand  what  you  faid  about  the 
letters;  I remember  lomething  of  fome  letters. 

No  Crofs-Examinatiom 
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GEORGE  LOGGINS  fworn. 

Qi  Do  you  know  Mr.  Chartres,  a clergyman  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  of  a mifunderftanding 
between  him  and  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir-,  I was  prefent  at  the  time. 

When  was  it  ? 

A.  I don’t  recoiled  the  exadt  time,  I believe  it  was 
about  a year  and  a half  ago. 

Q.  Now  what  pafled  ? 

A.  There  happened  a quarrel  between  the  late  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton  and  a Mr.  Miller,  and  Mr. 
Chartres  interfered  ; Mr.  Miller  afked  pardon,  and 
then  he  infilled  on  fighting  Mr.  Chartres ; in  confe- 
quence  of  that  he  fent  for  Mr.  Donellan. 

Who  did  ? 

A.  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  did..  The  Captain 
came  over  the  next  morning,  in  confequence  of  a letter 
Sir  Theodofius  fent  him. 

Did  the  Captain  interfere  at  all  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  did  ; he  did  as  a mediator:  I confidered 
the  matter  as  fettled  before  the  Captain  came. 

No  crofs-examination. 

Mr.  JOHN  HUNTER,  Surgeon,  fworn. 

Q.  You  have  been  prefent  in  Court,  and  have  heard 
what  the  gentlemen  have  faid  ? 

A.  The  whole  time. 

Did  you  hear  what  Lady  Boughton  faid  ? 

A.  I heard  the  whole. 

Did  you  attend  to  the  fymptoms  fo  deferibed, 
as  appearing  upon  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  after  the 
medicine  was  given  him. 

A.  I did. 

Pray,  Sir,  can  any  certain  inference  be  drawn, 
either  upon  pbyfical  or  chirurgical  principles,  from 

thofc 


( *33  ) 

thofe  circumftances,  or  from  the  appearances,  efcteii* 
nally  or  internally,  upon  the  body,  to  enable  you  in 
your  judgment  to  decide  that  his  death  was  owing  to 
poifon  ? 

A.  In  London  I had  fome  gentlemen,  who  are  pre- 
fent  in  this  Court,  wait  upon  me  with  the  examination 
of  Mr.  Powell  and  Lady  Boughton,  with  the  phyfical 
gentlemens  opinion  upon  that  difleCtion. 

CL1  did  not  with  to  go  into  that  ; I put  rny  quef- 
tion  in  a general  way  ? 

A*  The  appearances  of  the  body  certainly  explain 
nothing. 

By  appearances  of  the  body  let  me  underftand 
whether  you  mean  to  fay,  the  external  or  internal  ap- 
pearances ? 

A.  The  whole  of  the  appearances  upon  the  diflec- 
tion explain  nothing  but  putrefaction. 

Pray,  Sir,  have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  difleCk- 
ing  human  fubjeCts  ? 

A.  Some  thoufands. 

prefume  more  than  any  man  in  Europe;  have 
you  been  long  in  that  habit  ? 

A.  Thefe  thirty-three  years. 

Q.  You  heard  thofe  appearances  mentioned;  are 
they,  in  your  judgment,  fuch  as  are  the  refult  of  putre- 
faction in  dead  fubjeCts  ? 

A.  Entirely. 

Then  as  to  the  fymptoms  that  appeared  after 
the  medicine* was  given,  are  they  fuch  as  neceflarily 
conclude  that  he  had  taken  poifon  ? 

A.  Certainly  not. 

CK  If  an  apoplexy  had  come  on,  would  not  the  fymp- 
toms have  been  nearly  or  fomewhat  fimilar  ? 

A.  Very  much  the  fame. 

Pray,  Sir,  have  you  ever  known  a young  fubjeCt 
die  of  an  apoplexy,  or  epileply  ? 

T A.  Certainly  $ 
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A.  Certainly-,  with  regard  to  apoplexy,  though  not 
fo  frequently,  young  fubjedts  will  die  ; and  perhaps 
more  frequently  than  old  ones,  of  epilepfy.  Children 
are  dying  every  day  of  teething,  a fpecies  of  epilepfy 
arifing  from  it. 

Qa.  you  everi  in  your  practice,  know  an  inftance 
of  laurel  water  being  given  to  a human  fubjedt  ? 

A.  No,  never. 

Q.  Is  any  certain  analogy  to  be  drawn  from  the  ef- 
fe&s  of  a given  fpecies  of  poifon  upon  an  animal,  I 
mean  the  brute  creation,  to  that  which  it  has,  or  may 
have,  upon  the  human  fubjedt  ? 

A.  As  far  as  my  experience  goes,  which  is  not  very 
confined,  becaufe  I have  poifoned  fome  hundreds  of 
animals ; they  are  very  near  the  fame  : opium  will  poi- 
fon a dog  fimilar  to  a man,  arfenic  will  have  very  near 
the  fame  effedt  upon  a dog  as  it  will  have  upon  a man  ; 
that  is,  I know  fomething  of  the  effects  of  them,  and* 
I believe  their  operations  will  be  nearly  fimilar. 

Does  it  not  happen  that  many  things  will  kill 
animals  almoft  inftantaneoufly,  fpirits,  for  inftance,  oc- 
curs to  me  that  know  nothing  of  the  fubjedt  ; that  will 
have  no  detrimental  or  noxious  effedt  upon  the  human 
fubjedt?  > 

A.  I apprehend  a great  deal  depends  upon  the  mode 
of  experiment.  There  is  no  man  fit  to  make  an  ex- 
periment but  thole  that  have  ma^e  many,  and  by  a 
confiderable  attention  to  all  the  circumflances  that  re* 
late  to  experiment.  It  is  a common  experiment,  and 
believe  it  feldom  fails,  and  is  in  the  mouth  of  every 
body,  that  a little  brandy  fliall  kill  a cat ; I have  made 
-the  experiment,  and  I have  killed  feveral  cats,  but  it  is 
a falie  experiment.  In  all  thole  cafes  where  it  kills  the 
cat,  it  is  got  into  the  cat’s  lungs,  not  the  ftomach  ; if 
you  convey  it  into  the  ftomach,  in  fuch  a way  that  the 
lungs  (hall  not  be  affedted,  the  cat  will  not  die.  Now- 
in  all  thofe  experiments  that  are  made  in  forcing  the 

animal 
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animal -to  drink,  there  a^e  two  operations  going  o ft: 

• there  is  one*  refilling  the  operation  fry  the  Minima]  > 
the  other,  of  forcing  upon  it  from  it  s struggling  to  re- 
fute it  j and  there  are  very  few  experiments  of  that  » 
kind  but  fome  of  the  liquid  will  get  into  the  lungs. 

I have  known  it  from  experiment. 

Q.  If  you  are  called  upon  todifiedt  a body,  fufpecled  • 
to  have  died  of  poifon,  and  had  been  prefent  at  the  dif- 
fe&ion,  (hould  you  not  have  thought  it  neceffary  to 
have  purfued  your  fearch  into  the  intertines,  into  the 

guts  ? 

A.  Certainly. 

(Y  Do  you,  or  not,  apprehend  you  would  have  been 
likely,  or  more  likely,  to  have  received  information, 
from  thence  than  any  other  part  of  the  human  frame? 

A.  That  is  the  tra&  of  the  poifon,  and  therefore  I 
Ihould  certainly  follow  that  tradt  through. 

You  have  heard  particularly,  the  fymptoms  of 
froth  coming  out  of  Sir  Theodortus  Boughton  s mouth 
immediately  before  he  died  •,  is  that  peculiar  to  a man 
dying  of  poifon,  oris  it  not  very  common  in  many 
other  complaints  ? 

A.  I fancy  it  is  the  general  effedt  of  people  dying  in 

what  you  may  call  health.  t 

Q.  By  dying  in  health,  do  you  mean  apoplexy  or 

epilepfy  ? 

A.  Both  •,  or  fudden  death,  upon  a perfon  that  was 
the  moment  before  in  perfect  health. 

Ck  Have  you  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  fuch 
appearances'or  effedts  upon  fuch  fubjedts  ? 

A.  Hundreds  of  times. 

Do  you  confider  yourfelf  as  called  upon  by  fuch 
appearances,  to  impute  the  death  ot  the  fubjedt  to 
poifon  ? 

A.  Certainly  not,  I fhould  rather  fufpedt  it  to  be  an 
apoplexyj  and  I wifli  the  head  had  been  opened,  it 
might  have  removed  all  doubts. 
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You  kpprehend  all  doubts  might  have  been  re- 
moved ? 

A.  They  would  have  been  removed  {till  further,  be- 
taufe,  although  the  body  was  putrid,  fo  that  you  could 
not  tell  whether  it  was  a recent  inflammation,  yet,  at 
the  fame  time,  an  apoplexy  arifes  from  extravafations 
of  blood  in  the  brain  -,  that  a quantity  of  blood,  I take 
it  for  granted,  though  the  body  was  purrid,  would  re- 
main there  in  acoagulum  vifible  to  be  feen,  and  much 
more  vifible  than  the  effedf  any  poifon  would  have  had 
upon  the  ftomach  and  inteftines. 

Then  I am  to  colleft,  that,  in  your  judgment, 
from  the  appearances  of  the  body  being  black,  fwollen, 
or  diftended,  the  lips  fwelled  and  retraced,  and  thofe 
appearances  which  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  have 
defcribed,  and  I dare  fay  they  have  all  given  an  accu- 
rate defcription,  that  no  inference  can  be  drawn  from 
thence  to  fay  he  died  of  poifon. 

A.  Certainly  not ; it  does  not  give  the  lead  fufpi- 
cion. 

Crofs-Examination. 

Having  heard,  before  to  day,  that  a perfon,  ap- 
parently in  health,  had  fwallowed  a draught  which  had 
produced  the  fymptoms  defcribed  •,  I alk  you,  whether 
any  reafonable  man  can  entertain  a doubt  that  that 
draught,  whatever  it  was,  produced  thofe  appearances-, 

A.  I don’t  know  well  what  anlwer  tc  make  to  that 
queftion. 

Q.  I will  therefore  afk  your  opinion  -,  having  heard 
the  account  given  of  the  health  of  this  young  gentle* 
man,  previous  to  the  taking  of  the  draught  that  morn- 
ing, and  the  fymptoms  that  were  produced  immedi- 
ately upon  taking  that  draught-,  I afk  your  opinion,  as 
a man  of  judgment,  whether  you  do  not  think  that 
draught  was  the  occafion  of  his  death  ? 

A.  With  regard  to  the  fiift  part  of  the  queftion,  his 

being  in  health,  that  explains  nothing*  1 lee  healthy 

people. 
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people,  and  generally  healthy  people,  die  fuddenly,  and 
therefore  I (hall  lay  no  ftrefs  upon  that.  As  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  draught,  I own  there  are  fufpicions. 
Every  man  is  as  good  a judge  as  I am. 

Courc.  You  are  to  give  your  opinion  upon  the 
fimple  evidence,  not  taking  in  all  the  other  evidence, 
only  lpeak  upon  the  fymptoms  P 

(No  immediate  anfwer  given.) 

Mr.  Howarth  then  put  the  following  queftion  : Up- 
on the  fymptoms  immediately  produced  upon  the  fwal- 
lowing  of  that  draught,  I afk  your  judgment  and  opi- 
nion, whether  that  draught  did  not  occafion  his  death? 

Mr.  Newnham.  I beg  to  objedt  to  that  queftion,  if 
it  is  put  in  that  form  ; if  it  is  put  after  the  fwallowing 
it,  I have  no  objection. 

Mr.  Howarth.  Ch  Then,  after  fwallowing  it,  what 
is  your  opinion,  allowing  he  hadfwallowed  it? 

A.  I can  only  fay  that  is  a circumftance  in  favour  of 
fuch  opinion. 

Courc.  The  fymptoms  as  appeared  afterwards 
are  a circumftance  in  favour  of  an  opinion  the  draught 
occafioned  his  death  ? 

A.  No,  my  Lord;  becaufe  the  fymptoms  afterwards 
are  thofe  of  a man  dying  who  was  before  in  perfedt 
health.  Of  epilepfy,  or  apoplexy,  or  a thoufand  other 
forts  of  diforders,  the  fymptoms  will  give  one  thofe  ge- 
neral idea$. 

Court.  The  general  ideas  that  we  a(k  you  are, 
from  tfe  fymptoms  you  have  heard  defcribed,  imme- 
diately after  he  took  the  draught,  followed  by  his  death 
very  foon  after  ; whether,  upon  that  part  of  the  cafe, 
you  are  of  opinion  the  draught  occafioned  his  death? 

A.  If  I vyas  clear  the  draught  he  has  taken  was  poi- 
fon,  or  fomething  obnoxious,  I fhould  fay,  moft  pro- 
bably the  fymptoms  arofe  from  that.  But,  when  l 
firft  of  all  don’t  know  the  draught  was  noxious,  and  I 
can  conceive  a nurqber  of  other  circumftanees  can  kill, 

or 
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or  produce  the  fame  effedt,  I cannot  fpeak  pofitively 
to  it. 

Q.  In  the  firft  place,  you  remember  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  violent  heavings  that  came  on  ? 

A.  Yes ; all  that  violent  heaving  is  the  effect  of  the 
voluntary  adtion  being  loft,  and  nothing  being  left  but 
the  involuntary. 

Mr.  Howarth.  Then  you  decline  giving  any 
opinion  upon  the  fubjedt  ? 

' A.  I cannot  form  an  opinion  upon  the  fubjedt. 

Q.  You  refufe  giving  an  opinion  upon  the  fubjedt, 
whether  the  death  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  was 
occafioned  by  the  draught  or  not  ? 

A.  I cannot.  I can  conceive,  if  he  had  the  draught 
of  poifon,  the  effedts  might  arife  from  it  ; and  I can 
conceive  it  might  arife  from  other  caufes. 

CK  If  you  are  acquainted  at  all  with  the  effedts  or 
caufes  of  diftilled  laurel  water,  give  me  leave  to  afk, 
whether  the  fwallowing  that  as  a medicine,  would  not 
have  produced  the  fymptoms  defcribed  ? 

A.  I fhould  fuppofe  they  might-,  I can  only  fay  this 
from  experience,  the  effedt  of  laurel  water  upon  ani- 
mals has  not  been  fo  quick  as  the  effedts  defcribed 
jn  this  cafe.  I have  ejedted  it  diredtly  into  the  blood 
pf  dogs,  and  they  have  not  died  I have  thrown  laurel 
water  into  the  ftomach  of  dogs,  and  it  never  produced 
fo  quick  an  effedt  with  me  as  defcribed  by  thole  gentle- 

m q y0u  think  laurel  water  would  have  produced 
fymptoms  as  they  have  defcribed  ? 

' A.  I have  killed  dogs  with  laurel  water 

Q.  I afk  whether  you  conceive  it  is  poffible  laurel 
water  will  not  produce  fymptoms  fuch  as  have  been 

defcribed  ? .... 

A.  I ftiould  conceive  it  might. 

Q.  Will  not  an  apoplexy,  or  an  epilepfy,  if  you  had 
feen  Sir  Theodofius  at  this  time,  though  he  had  taken 
nophyfic  at  all,  have  produced  fimilar  fymptoms 
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A.  Certainly. 

Court.  Either  epilepfy  or  apoplexy  ? 

A.  Either  epilepfy  or  apoplexy. 

Now  I will  afk  you  another  queftion,  whether  it 
is  not  underftood  that  one  part  of  the  family  died  of  an 
apoplexy  ? 

A.  The  father  died  of  an  apoplexy. 

Ch  Is  not  that  a difeafe  fometimes  apt  to  run  in  the 
family  ? 

A.  There  is  no  difeafe  whatfoever  that  becomes  con- 
ftitutional, but  what  can  be  given  to  a child  , there  is 
no  difeafe  that  is  acquired  that  can  be  given  to  a child, 
but  whatever  is  conftitutional  in  the  father.  The  fa- 
ther has  a power  of  giving  that  to  the  child,  by  which 
means  it  becomes  hereditary.  There  is  no  fuch  thino- 
as  hereditary  difeafes,  but  fuch  a thing  as  an  hereditary 
difpofition. 

Q.  Do  you  call  apoplexy  conftitutional  ? 

A.  I can  eafily  conceive  there  are  no  difeafes  here- 
ditary but  what  are  conftitutional.  In  the  fmall-pox, 
as  there  is  a conftitutional  difpofition  E»ore  in  fome  than 
others-,  but  it  requires  an  immediate  caufe  to  produce 

the  effeft.  The  venereal  difeafe  is  hereditary  for  that 
reafon. 

Court.  Do  you  conceive  an  apoplexy  to  be  con- 
ftitutional ? 

A.  I can  eafily  conceive  fome  conftitutions  are  more 
difpofed  to  an  apoplexy  than  others. 

Qi  aP°plexy  likely  to  attack  a thin  young  man, 
who  had  been  in  the  courfe  of  taking  medicines  before  ? 

A.  Not  fo  likely  furely  as  another  man,  but  I have 
an  account  in  my  difiedtions  of  two  young  women 
dying  in  an  apoplexy. 

an  body,  particularly  attended 

with  the  circumftance  of  having  taken  cooling  medi- 
cines,  you  fay  it  was  very  unlikely  ? 

A.  I 
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A.  I don’t  know  the  effed  of  medicine  fo  well  as  to 
effcdt  3ny  tliat  WOuld  hinder  an  apoplexy  from  taking 

Court.  Q.  I wifh  you  would  be  fo  good  as  to  give 
me  your  opinion,  in  the  beft  manner  you  can,  one  way 
or  the  other,  whether,  upon  the  whole  you  have  heard 
of  the  fymptoms  defcribed,  it  is  your  opinion  the  death 
proceeded  from  that  medicine,  or  any  other  caufe  ? 

A-  Tnat  queftion  is  diftreffing.  I don’t  mean  to 
equivocate,  when  I tell  the  fentiments  of  my  own 
mind,  what  1 feel  at  the  time  ; I can  give  nothing  de- 
cifive.  & 


Mr.  JUSTICE  BULLER. 

Gentlemen, 

THE  prifoner  at  the  bar,  John  Donellan,  ftands 
indicted  for  the  wilful  murder  of  Sir  Theodofius  Ed- 
ward Alfley  Boughton,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  ef- 
fected by  poifon.  Before  I ftate  the  evidence,  I will 
mention  a thing  that  is  taken  notice  of  by  the  prifoner 
in  his  defence,  which  is,  that  a great  many  tales  and 
cruel  reports  have  been  circulated  in  the  public  prints 
ever  fince  his  confinement,  tending  to  prejudice  the 
minds  of  the  people  againft  him.  If  fuch  has  ever  ex- 
ited, it  has  been  extremely  improper,  and  it  has  been 
highly  criminal,  for  there  is  nothing  that  tends  more 
to  flop  the  courfe  of  juftice,  than  attempting  to  preju- 
dice mens  minds  before  a caufe  comes  to  be  tried. 
Whether  the  fa£t  be  true  or  falfe,  is  what  I cannot  fay, 
for  I really  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge  ; but, 
if  it  be  true,  I recommend  to  you  to  ftrip  your  minds 
from  every  thing  you  have  heard  refpeCting  this  caufe 
before  you  got  into  that  box,  and  to  confider  very  cooly 
and  indifferently  on  the  evidence  given,  before  you 
pronounce  one  way  or  the  other;  and  in  the  verdidt  you 
may  find,  whatever  it  may  be,  you  will  take  nothing  in 

yo*r 
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your  confideration  that  has  not  been  proved  in  the 
courfe  of  the  trial.  On  the  part  of  the  profecution,  a 
great  deal  of  evidence  has  been  laid  before  you  ; it  is 
all  circumftantial  evidence,  and  in  its  nature  it  muft  be 
fo,  for  in  cafes  of  this  fort,  no  man  is  weak  enough  to 
commit  an  adt  in  the  prefence  of  other  perfons,  or  to 
fuffer  them  to  fee  what  he  does  at  the  time,  and  there- 
fore it  can  only  be  made  out  by  circumftances,  either 
before  the  time  of  the  adtion,  at  the  time  when  it  was 
committed,  or  fubiequenq  to  itj  and  the  preemption 
which  necefiarily  arifes  from  circumftances  is  very  often 
more  convincing,  and  more  fatisfadfory,  than  any  other 
kind  of  evidence  •,  becaure  it  is  not  in  the  reach  and 
compafs  of  human  abilities,  to  invent  a train  of  cir- 
cumftances which  (hall  be  fo  connedted  together  as  to 
amount  to  a proof  of  guilt,  without  affording  opportu- 
nities of  contradidling  a great  part,  if  not  all,  of  thefe 
circumftances.  But  if  the  circumftances  are  fuch  as, 
when  laid  together,  will  bring  convidtion  home  to  your 
minds,  that  is  then  more  convincing  than  pofitive  proofs. 
You  will  fee,  whether  the  circumftances  of  this  caufe 
amount  to  that  convidtion  ; that  is  the  matter  folely 
for  your  confideration.  I will  ftate  the  evidence  as  I 
have  taken  it  down.  I truft  I have  not  onlitted  any 
thing  that  may  be  material,  though  I am  confcious  I 
have  taken  down  a great  deal  that  may  not  be  material. 
If  I have  omitted  any  circumftance  that  may  have  the 
lead  weight,  I defire  the  Count’d  on  either  fide  will 
corredt  me. 

Here  his  Lordfhip  fummed  up  the  evidence,  aftex 
which  he  proceeded  as  follows  : 

After  fo  long  a trial  as  this  has  been,  I do  not  think 
I fhould  difeharge  my  duty  if  1 refted  content  with  do- 
ing nothing  more  than  dating  the  evidence  diredtly  to 
you.  Being  a caufe  of  lb  great  a length,  and  confid- 
ing of  fuch  a variety  of  circumftances,  I hold  it  to  be 
a duty  which  I owe  to  the  public,  and  which  I owe  to 

U you. 
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you,  to-  (Vate  to  you  what  are  the  impreflions  that  that 
evidence  makes  on  my  mind,  and  to  give  you  my  ob- 
iervations ; but  at  the  fame  time,  previoufly  to  inform 
you,  that  you  are  not  to  attend  to  any  opinion,  becaufe 
it  is  name  ; you  are  to  conlider  the  evidence  vourfclves, 
you  are  to  form  your  own  opinion  ; if  yUu  differ  from 
rne  on  one,  or  all,  or  any  of  the  reafons  that  I give  it 
is  your  judgment  and  confideration,  and  not  mine,  that 
mult  decide  this  cafe.  Now  there  are  two  queltions  for 
you  to  confider;  the  firlt  is,  that  the  deceafed  died  of 
po.lon : with  regard  to  that,  you  heard  in  evidence,  on 
the  part  of  the  profecution,  a great  number  of  very 
able  men  in  the  ph^fical  line,  who  have  given  you  their 
opinions,  that  they  have  no  doubt  but  the  death  was 
occafioned  by  poifon.  The  firft  phyfician  that  was  call- 
ed,  is  Dr.  Rattray  ; he  lays,  he  has  no  doubt  at  all  but 
that  the  medicine  was  the  cauie  of  the  death  ; and  in 
his  opinion,  and  as  the  appearances  he  faw  on  the  body 
could  not  arife  from  puuefa&ion,  he  has  taken  great 
pains  to  inform  himfelf  of  the  effedts  of  laurel  water  ; 
he  has  tried  various  experiments  ; he  has  told  you  the 
effedts  of  thefe  experiments  ; he  has  mentioned  the  cir- 
cumltance of  a biting  upon  his  own  tongue,  which 
likewife  a Hefted  him  in  all  the  experiments  that  he  made 
after;  and  from  thence,  he  fays,  he  is  fatisfied  that  what 
he  found  on  the  tongue,  at  the  time  the  body  was  open- 
ed, proceeded  in  fome  meafure  from  the  laurel  water : 
he  lays,  he  never  faw  any  heaving  of  the  ftomach  at- 
tend either  epilepfy  or  apoplexy."  Mr.  Wilmer  fays, 
that  though  from  the  appearances  of  the  body,  he  is 
not  able  to  form  any  opinion  of  the  caufe  of  this,  yet 
he  is  now  clearly  of  opinion,  that  Sir  Theodofius  Bough- 
ton’s  death  was  occafioned  by  the  draft  adminilterecTby 
Lady  Boughton  ; he  was  alked  a great  deal  .about  epi- 
lepfy, and  he  lays,  that  heaving  is  not  a circumltance 
generally  attending  epilepfies.  Another  circumltance 
proper  for  you  ro  attend  to,  upon  the  evidence  of  thefe 

two 
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two  gentlemen,  is,  that  when  they  came  to  Lawford- 
hall,  neither  of  them  were  told  that  there  was  the  fmall- 
eft  fufpicion  that  poifon  had  been  adminiftered  to  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton  ; if  there  had,  they  both  fwear, 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  they  would  have  opened  the 
body  at  all  events.  Dr.  Aflie  agrees  in  opinion  with 
them,  that  Sir  T.  Boughton  did  die  in  confequence  Of 
the  draught ; and  he  fays,  that  he  attributes  the  effedts  of 
it  from  the  fymptoms  that  had  been  fpoken  of,  to  no- 
thing but  the  poifon  that  the  appearances  on  the  bodies 
of  animals  are  fimilar  to  the  appearances  mentioned  on 
this  body-,  and  he  fays,  the- appearances  on  this  body 
were  fimilar  to  thofe  fymptoms  which  appear  where  an 
animal  is  killed  by  a vegetable  poifon.  Dr.  Parfons 
agrees  in  the  fame  opinion,  that  Sir  Theodofius  did  die 
of  the  poifon  •,  and  he  fays,  that  the  fmell  is  the  greateft 
characteriftic  of  the  laurel  water : he  agrees,  that  the 
heavings  were  to  be  attributed  to  the  effedts  of  the  me- 
dicine*, his  words  are,  “ It  muft  be  attributed  to  the 
“ effects  of  the  medicine  undoubtedly,  and  that  the 
“ laurel  water  will  produce  .all  the  effedts  that  have 
“ been  mentioned.”  Thefe  are  the  gentlemen  of  the 
faculty  who  have  given  their  opinions  on  the  part  of  the 
profecution.  For  the  prifoner,  you  have  had  one  gen- 
tleman  called,  who  is  likewife  of  the  faculty,  and  a very- 
able  man,  and  he  can  hardly  fay  what  his  opinion  is  ; 
he  does  not  feem  to  form  any  opinion  at  all  of  the  mat- 
ter : he  at  firft  faid,  he  could  not  form  an  opinion,  whe- 
ther the  death  was  occafioned  by  the  poifon  or  not,  be- 
caufe  he  could  conceive  it  might  be  aferibed  to'  Other 
caufes : I wifhed  very  much  to  have  got  another  anfwer 
from  Dr.  Hunter,  if  I could;  what,  upon  the  whole, 
was  the  refult  ot  his  attention  to  this  cafe?  what  his 
prefent  opinion  was  ? but,  he  fays,  he  can  fay  nothino- 
decifive : fo  that  on  this  point,  if  you  are  determining 
on  the  cafe  upon  the  evidence  of  the  gentlemen  who  are 
filled  in  the  faculty  only,  you  have  a very  poficive  opi- 
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nion  of  four  or  five  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  on  the 
one  fide,  that  the  decealed  did  die  of  poilon  ; and  upon 
the  other  fide,  what  I really  cannot  myielf  cull  more 
than  the  doubt  of  another,  that  is  Mr.  Hunter-,  he  fays, 
that  laurel  water  will  produce  the  fymptoms  which  are 
defcribed  -,  he  fays  an  epilepiy  or  apoplexy  will  produce 
the  fame  fymptoms ; but  as  to  an  apoplexy,  it  is  not 
common  in  its  effects  on  fo  young  and  thin  a man  as 
Sir  1 heodofius  Boughton  was.  As  to  epilepfy,  the 
other  witneffes  tell  you,  they  did  not  think  the  fymp- 
toms which  had  been  fpoken  of,  do  fhcw  that  Sir  T. 
Boughton  had  any  epilepfy  at  the  time.  This  is  the 
cale  as  it  (lands,  upon  the  evidence  of  the  medical  gen- 
tlemen only  ; but  as  there  was  a doubt  about  that,  we 
muft  take  into  confideration  all  the  other  circumftances 
that  have  either  (hewn  there  was  poifon  adminiftered, 
or  that  there  was  not ; and  every  part  of  the  prifoner’s 
conduit  is  material  to  be  confidered  in  that  light.  The 
firft  evidence  that  has  been  fpoken  of  is,  thac  for  three 
or  four  weeks,  or  more,  before  this  time,  the  prifoner 
had  entertained  doubts  that  fomething  or  other  might 
happen  before  Sir  Theodofius  came  of  age.  This  is 
fworn  to  by  Lady  Boughton.  On  the  evening' before 
Sir  T.  Boughton  died,  the  prifoner  comes  out  into  the 
yard,  about  feven  o’clock,  and  he  addreifed  Lady 
Boughton  and  his  wife,;  he  faid,  he  had  been  to  fee  Sir 
Theodofius  fifhing,  and  he  had  perfuaded  him  to  come 
in  left  he  Ihould  take  cold.  Is  that  truth  ? You  have 
it  fworn  by  a man  who  was  with  Sir  Theodofius  all  the 
time,  that  the  prifoner  was  not  with  him  at  all;  what 
was  there  then  that  called  uppn  the  prifoner,  unnecef- 
farily,  to  tell  fuch  a (lory  ? If  you  can  find  an  anfwer 
to  that,  that  does  not  impute  guilt  to  the  prifoner,  an4 
if  it  be  fuch  an  anfwer  as  you  think  is  a fair  and  rea- 
fonable  one,  you  will  adopt  it  ; but  on  this  fact,  and 
many  others  that  I mull  point  out  to  your  attention,  I 
can  only  fay,  that  unneceffary,  ftrange,  and  contradic- 
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torv  declarations,  cannot  be  accounted  for  otherwifc 
than  by  that  fatality  which  only  portends  guilt.  It  is 
fa  id  by  Lady  Boughton,  that  the  prifoner,  when  he 
comes  up  into  the  bed-chamber,  accofts  her  in  the 
manner  as  if  he  knew  nothing  what  was  doing  ; he 
aflcs,  what  do  you  want  ? Why,  had  he  heard  nothing 
about  it  ? He  had  feen  the  fervant ; the  fervant  had 
told  him  what  Lady  Boughton  had  laid,  that  he  was 
going  in  a violent  hurry  for  the  apothecary  Powell  ; he 
comes  in  and  fays,  what  do  you  want  ? She  told  him 
what  fhe  had  given,  and  what  fhe  thought  of  the  phjr- 
fick,  and  faid  if  it  was  given  to  a dog  it  would  kill  him. 
What  was  the  next  ftep  the  prifoner  took  ? He  afked 
for  the  bottle.  Is  he  not  apprifed,  at  that  time,  by 
Lady  Boughton,  that  (lie  at  Jeaft  fufpe&ed  ; that  fhe 
thought  •,  for  fhe  had  faid,  that  if  the  phyfic  had  been 
given  to  a dog,  it  would  have  killed  him.  What  is  the 
next  thing  that  is  done  by  the  prifoner  ? He  afked  her 
which  is  the  bottle  •,  fhe  fhews  it  him  ; he  takes  it  up; 
as  loon  as  ever  he  had  got  it  in  his  hand,  he  afks,  is 
this  it ; fhe  fays,  yes  ; he  immediately  pours  water  into 
it,  and  throws  it  out : can  you  tell  the  reafon  of  that? 
Was  there  any  thing  like  a reafon  ? It  might  lead  to  a 
difcovery  if  a very  final  1 quantity  remained  in  the  bot- 
tle, but  it  is  prevented  by  the  prifoner;  in  the  moment 
of  doing  it,  he  is  found  fault  with  : what  does  he  do 
then  ? He  takes  the  fecond  bottle  and  puts  water  into 
it,  and  rinces  it  alfo  ; he  is  chid  by  Lady  Boughton  ; 
his  anlwer  is,  that  he  wanted  to  put  his  finger  to  it  to 
tafle  ic.  When  Sarah  Blundell  comes  up,  he  orders 
her  to  take  away  the  bottles  and  the  bafon  ; he  puts  the 
bottles  into  her  hands ; fhe  was  going  away  with  them  ; 
Lady  Boughton  flopped  her.  Why  were  all  thefe  things 
to  be  removed  ? Why  was  it  necefTary  for  the  prifoner, 
when  he  was  advertifed  by  Lady  Boughton  of  the  con- 
fequences  ? Why  fo  folicitous  for  removing  every  thing 
that  might  lead  to  a difcovery  ? When  they  come  down 
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fUirs,  Lady  Boughton  tells  you  of  another  convert  a 
on  the  part  of  the  prifoner,  and  if  you  believe  chat,  it 
fhews  that  what  he  faid  about  the  rincing  the  bottles, 
was  not  an  immediate  invention  but  an  after  chought  : 
he  fays?  to  his  wife,  your  mother  has  been  pleafed  to 
take  notice  of  my  wafhing  the  bottles  out,  and  he 
fays,  I do  not  know  what  I fhould  have  done,  if  I had 
not  thought  of  faying,  that  I put  the  water  in  it  to 
put  my  finger  on  it  to  tafte  it;  and  then  (he  da- 
ted it  afterwards,  as  a thought  that  occurred  to  him 
at  the  time,  to  fay  he  had  done  it  in  order  that 
he  might  tafte  it:  lhe  fwore  that  he  did  not  tafte 
the  firft  bottle  at  all.  The  next  thing  is,  the  fervant  is 
called  ; why  ? the  prifoner  is  anxious  to  know  what  he 
remembers  about  the  time  of  his  going  out;  he  fixes 
his  going  out  to  feven  in  the  morning,  and  then  the 
prifoner  anfwers.  Will,  you  are  my  evidence.  Now 
iomething  had  palled  between  the  time  of  the  prifon- 
er’s  leaving  the  room  and  Lady  Boughton’s  leaving  the 
room,  and  the  time  of  the  fervant  being  called  down  ; 
and  therefore,  though  this  expreftion  was  extraordinary, 
yet  1 do  not  think  it  is  one  of  t'hofe  leading  fadts  of  the 
cafe  which  ought  to  be  much  relied  upon.  If  Lady 
Boughton  had  entertained  fufpicions,  and  had  commu- 
nicated it  to  him,  it  was  natural  enough  for  him  to  call 
on  any  body  who  had  feen  him  for  the  fadt  he  knew ; 
and  then  he  gave  this  aofwer,  which  he  might  do  with- 
out conveying  any  bad  meaning  in  it.  But  the  next 
day,  what  is  his  condudt  with  regard  to  the  gentlemen 
of  the  faculty  and  the  letter  he  received  ? Firft  of  all, 
he  fpoke  of  it  to  Lady  Boughton  ; he  told  her,  he  had 
received  a letter  from  Sir  William  Wheler,  defiring  the 
body  might  be  opened,  which  he  anfvvered ; he  read 
the  aniwer  to  her  which  he  fent : after  Dr.  Rattray  had 
been  there,  fhe  objedted  to  the  anfwer,  but  the  parti- 
cular reafons  fhe  did  not  give.  Now,  fee  what  that  an- 
fwer was ; in  that  letter  he  tells  Sir  William  Wheler, 
that  he  has  the  great  fatisfadtion  of  receiving  his  letter, 
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as.  it  gives  him  an  opportunity  of  inftantly  obferviog 
his  advice  in  all  refpeds  ; he  then  mentions  having  fent 
for  four  -perfons  by  name.  Dr.  Rattray,  Dr.  Wilmer, 
who  brought  with  them  another  perfon,  which  made 
three,  and  a Mr.  Powell,  who  came  to  the  meeting  ; 
fo  that,  according  to  this  letter,  four  perfons  were  pre- 
fent,  and  which  by  the  anfwer  he  leaves  Sir  William 
Wheler  to  underftand,  had  been  a meeting  purely  in 
confluence  of  a letter  Sir  William  Wheler  had  fent. 
He  fays,  after  receiving  your  laft  letter,  I gave  it  them 
to  perufe;  that  was  fpeaking,  as  if  it  had  di reded  the 
four  gentlemen  to  have  proceeded,  accordingly ; and  he 
fays,  I am  happy  to  inform  you  they  truly  fatisfied  us. 
Now,  what  were  the  fads  on  the  evidence,  which  war- 
ranted thefe  general  expreffions  ? Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr. 
Wilmer  had  been  in  the  room,  they  had  feen  nothing 
but  the  face,  they  had  heard  no  fufpicion  of  poifon^ 
they  had  never  feen  the  firft  letter  that  Sir  William 
Wheler  had  written  to  the  prifoner.  He  does  not  fay 
fo  in  this  letter,  but  fo  couched,  it  will  be  for  you  to 
confider,  whether  by  this  letter  he  did  not  mean  to  mif- 
lead  Sir  William  Wheler,  and  intend  it  fhould  have 
that  effed  which  Sir  William  Wheler  fwears  it  had  on 
his  mind  ; that  is,  that  He  had  underftood  the  body  had 
been  infpeded,  and  had  been  opened  by  the  phyficians. 
The  firft  letter  he  anfwers,  mentions  Sir  William  Whe- 
ler having  exprefsly  intimated  and  fpoken  of  his  fufpi- 
cions  from  the  manner  in  which  Sir  Theodofius  Bouph- 
ton  got  his  death,  wherein  he  ftrongly  preffes  the  open- 
ing of  the  body,  where  he  does  it  not  only  in  the  firft 
part  of  his  letter,  but  he  preffes  it  in  different  parts, 
telling  it  about  the  country,  that  Sir  Theodofius  Boucrh- 
ton  had  been  killed  by  medicine  or  poifon,  and  there- 
fore writes' again,  begging  it  might  be  opened.  This 
letter  the  prdoner  had,  but  this  letter  was  not  produ- 
ced. for  what  purpole  was  it  that  this  letter  was  le- 
creted  . If  it  was  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  the 

. body 


( >48  ) 

body  being  opened,  and  their  forming  a fair  and  fulf 
judgment  in  which  way  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  had 
got'  his  death,  it  is  then  a very  ftrong  circumftance  in 
the  cafe  j and  you  oblerve,  that  both  thefe  witnelTes 
fwear,  that  if  they  had  any  intimation  of  poifon,  which 
if  they  had  feen  that  letter  they  mult  have  had,  they 
never  would  have  gone  away  without  opening  the  bo- 
dy ; fo  that  the  body  was  not  opened  at  this  time  by 
means  of  that  letter  being  kept  backj  but  yet  it  is  pof- 
fible,  that  the  prifoncr  might  fuppole  Sir  William  Whe- 
ier’s  ideas  were  fufficiently  communicated  to  the  phyfi- 
cians  and  furgeons  by  the  laft  letter,  and  therefore  un- 
necessary to  {hew  the  firft.  If  you  think  that  upon  the 
letter,  that  there  is  no  weight  in  keeping  back  the  firft, 
and  that  he  did  not  do  it  with  a view  to  fupprefs  the 
fufpicions  that  had  been  entertained,  then  this  fa£t 
ought  to  have  no  weight.  The  next  fa£t  fpoken  to  is 
the  prifoner’s  behaviour  about  the  cloaths ; he  directed 
they  Ihould  be  removed  •,  he  ordered  them  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  room  before  any  body  comes ; he  takes  up 
the  Blockings  himfelf,  and  he  fays  they  are  wet  •,  was 
that  true  ? Lady  Boughton  fwore  pofitively  that  Ihe  ex- 
amined the  {lockings,  that  they  were  not  wet  at  all, 
and  there  was  no  appearance  of  their  having  been  wet. 
Another  fa£l  proved  in  evidence,  is  the  conversations 
that  the  prifoner  has  held  about  this  unfortunate  young 
man,  before  the  time  that  his  death  happened.  Mr. 
Newfam  fays,  he  had  reprefented  him  to  him  as  a per- 
fon  in  a very  bad  ftate  of  health,  that  his  blood  was  a 
mefs  of  mercury  and  corruption.  Is  it  truth,  that  he 
ever  took  one  grain  of  mercury  in  his  life  ? Two  wit- 
ness have  been  called  that  attended  him,  Mr.  Powell 
and  Mr.  Kerr  •,  neither  of  them  fay  a fyllable  abont 
any  mercury  having  been  given  him.  He  tells  a ftory 
about  a violent  fwelling  of  the  groin,  which  they 
wanted  to  bring  to  a head,  and  for  that  realon  he 
had  attempted  and  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  the  de- 
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ceafed  to  take  the  medicines ; that  the  diforder  wa;s 
then  at  the  crifls.  Was  it  true  ? Mr.  Powell  does 
not  agree  in  it.  He  fays  it  was  very  trifling  ; hardly 
any  thin*.  Mr.  Kerr  does  not  agree.  He  fays  it 
was  veryDtrifling.  In  this  alfo  he  is  contradided  by 
Mr.  Powell.  Then  he  told  Newfam,  the  young 
man’s  breath  was  fo  oflenfive,  they  could  hardly  bear 
it.  Of  that  there  is  no  evidence.  Then,  lubfequenc 
to  the  time  when  Dr.  Rattray  was  there,  upon  the 
day  after,  Sir  William  Wheler  lends  a letter,  defiring 
the  body  might  be  opened.  What  is  the  prifoner’s 
anfwer  ? That  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr.  Wilmer  had  de- 
clined it,  and  faid  that  it  would  not  be  fair  to  have  it 
Opened,  after  thefe  gentlemen  had  declined  it.  This 
he  faid  to  Mr.  Bucknill;  after  gentlemen  fo  eminent 
in  the  profeflion  had  declined  it,  that  it  would  not 
be  fair  in  him  to  permit  it.  What,  in  a cafe  where 
fufpicion  of  poifon  had  been  mentioned  by  a mere 
friend  and  relation  of  the  family,  Sir  William  Wheler* 
if  a man  was  to  be  found  that  v/ould  open  the  body* 
was  it  not  a thing  to  be  defired  by  every  body  ? How- 
ever, that  is  refufed  on  the  morning  after,  to  Mr.‘ 
Bucknill.  After  this,  Mr.  Snow  came  to  the  houfe  t 
What  paflfed  between  the  prifoner  and  Snow  we  have 
not  heard-,  but,  when  Mr.  Bucknill  comes  back  a- 
gain,  he  aflcs  the  prifoner.  Whether  Mr.  Snow  was 
gone  ? The  prifoner  told  him.  Yes  -,  he  had  beert 
there,  and  had  given  orders  what  to  do,  and  that 
they  were  proceeding  accordingly.  What  were  the 
orders  ? Were  they  any  thing  more  than  that  the  body 
(hould  be  buried  ? That  is  what  the  prifoner  fays  in 
his  defence  : But  Mr.  Snow  was  not  called.  You  have 
had  no  evidence  of  what  paflfed  between  the  priloner 
and  Snow.  He  has  told  you,  in  his  defence,  Mr.  Snow 
advifed  the  immediate  burial  of  the  body  : That  is 
sot  proved.  If  that  was  all  the  advice  that  could  be 
given,  why,  in  fuch  a fuuation,  fhould  the  prifoner 
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chufe  to  content  himfelf  with  fnch  a general  anfwer  to 
Bucknill,  That  Snow  had  given  the  orders  what  to 
do,  and  they  were  proceeding  accordingly.  They 
then  fhew  you,  that  the  prifoner  is  a man  who,  for  a 
long  time  before  this,  had  been  pra&ifing  with  a (till. 
He  had  a ftill  of  his  own  in  the  houfe,  which  he  kept  in 
a room  that  belonged  to  himfelf-,  it  is  called  his 
room-,  and  in  which  it  further  feems  he  had  been 
diftilling  different  things : That  is  a circumftance  to  be 
confidered  ; but  it  is  a circumftance  which,  alone, 
would  not  deferve  much  weight,  for  a man  may  have 
fuch  a thing  for  an  honeft  purpofe  and  he  did  make 
ufe  of  it,  and  fometimes  for  an  honeft  purpofe  for 
he  ufed  it  for  diftilling  lavender-water,  and  in  diftilling 
roles : But  however,  this  faft  appears,  that  he  had  it  in 
his  poffefiion  long  before  the  time  when  Sir  Theodo- 
fius  Houghton  died  that  he  produced  it  himfelf  within 
two  or  three  days  after  Sir  Theodofius’s  death  ; that  it 
was  then  full  of  lime,  and  it  was  wet : The  prifoner 
then  thought  it  neceffary  to  make  an  excufe  for  the 
ftate  in  which  it  was,  and  he  tells  the  gardener  that 
he  had  ufed  the  lime  to  kill  fleas.  That  is  the  excufe 
he  made  about  the  ftill.  Now  it  is  rather  an  extraordi- 
nary thing,  that  it  lhould  be  thought  neceffary  by  him 
at  that  time  to  make  an  excufe  about  the  ftill,  when 
no  queftion  was  afked  about  it.  Then,  he  fays,  he 
ufed  the  lime  to  kill  the  fleas.  What  other  conven- 
tion is  there  between  the  prifoner  and  the  gardener  in 
the  morning  of  that  day  ? The  prifoner  came  to  the 
o-ardener,  and  tells  him,  You  fhall  work  at  your  eafe 
now  -,  I wanted  to  be  mafter  before,  but  now  I am 
got  mafter,  and  I fhall  be  mafter.  Upon  the  fame 
morning,  he  goes  to  the  gardener,  and  tells  him  that 
he  muff  get  fome  pigeons  -,  that  he  muft  have  them  at 
ten  o’clock  for  Sir  Theodoftus  -,  for,  poor  man,  he  is 
very  ill  of  that  nafty  diforder:  This  muft  have  been 
after  he  was  up  in  the  room,  and  ordered  the  pigeons 
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to  be  killed  and  got  ready  by  ten  in  the  morning. 

(Here  Mr.  JuJlice  Bullerwas  interrupted  by  Mr.  Newnham, 
who  told  him  that  the  pigeons  were  meant  to  be  put  to  his 
feei,-)  _ Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  I am  very  glad  the  coun- 
iel  has  told  me  what  occurred  to  him  ; for,  whatever 
circumftance  I miftake,  I would  with  to  be  fet  right  in. 
They  fuppofe  the  pigeons  were  meant  to  be  put  to  his 
feet,  which  is  a common  pradtice,  and  a circumftance 
I dare  fay  all  of  you  muft  have  heard  of ; if  a man  is  in 
extreme  pain  or  danger,  they  put  pigeons  to  his  feet.  If 
that  was  fo,  how  comes  it  not  to  be  mentioned  ? Not 
a word  is  mentioned  to  Lady  Boughton  about  that,’  or 
any  thing  that  was  like  to  be  a relief  to  Sir  Theodo- 
fius,  by  the  prifoner.  The  next  thing  is  the  circum- 
ftance of  the  prifoner’s  rincing  out  the  bottle  The 
Juryman  fwore,  that  the  prifoner  pulled  Lady  Boughton 
by  the  fteeve  before  the  Coroner,  when  fhe  mentioned 
that  circumftance.  Was  that  proper,  in  a cafe  where 
all  poffible  enquiry  fliould  be  made  ? But,  when  this 
circumftance  is  mentioned  by  her  before  the  Coroner, 
he  pulls  her  by  the  fleeve.  He  tells  his  wife,  after- 
wards, that  fhe  had  given  this  evidence  unneceflarily  ; 
that  fhe  was  not  obliged  to  anfwer  any  queftion  that 
was  not  put  to  her,  and  that  the  queftion  about  rinc- 
ing the  bottles  was  not  afked.  Did  the  prifoner  mean 
that  file  fliould  fupprels  the  truth  ? Did  he  mean  that 
fhe  fhould  endeavour  to  avoid  the  difeovery  as  much 
as  fhe  could,  by  barely  fupprefling  a circumftance  in 
which  there  was  truth?  If  he  were  innocent,  how 
could  xhe  truth  affedt  him  ? But,  at  that  time,  the 
circumftance  of  rincing  the  bottle  appeared  even  to 
him  to  be  fo  decifive,  that  he  (topped  her  in  the  inftant. 
He  blamed  her  afterwards  for  having  done  it.  Gen- 
tlemen, thefe  are  very  ftrong  fadts,  to  fhew  what  was 
palling  in  the  prifoner’s  own  mind,  and  to  fhew  what 
he  was  confcious  of  at  that  time.  Befides  the  evidence 
which  was  given  by  one  of  the  witneffes,  of  the  con- 
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verfation  that  he  has  held  with  him  fince  he  has  been 
in  gaol,  you  are  told,  for  a long  time  together,  be- 
gini;  • in  the  month  after  he  got  into  the  gaol,  he 
was  Cv  : ally  talking  about  this  affair;  at  that  time, 

he  made  ,o  doubt  but  that  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton 
nad  .been  p iloned.  He  dated  it  as  a matter  that  ad- 
mitted of  no  doubt.  In  the  fhort  time  that  paffed  af- 
terwards, that  tale  had  not  been  altered.  Thcfe  are  the 
material  circumftances  againd  him. 

For  himfelf,  he  fays,  (and  which  he  would  have  you 
believe  from  the  letters)  he  has  always  been  ready  to 
give  the  utmod  fatisfadtion  in  this  enquiry  ; that  he 
•wifhed  to  have  the  body  opened ; that  he  exprefted 
himfelf  io  to  different  witneffes  ; that  he  wrote  to  Sir 
'William  Wheler,  and  begged  that  Sir  William  Wheler 
v/ould  give  him  advice.  Several  of  the  exprefdons  that 
are  made  ufe  of,  relpedt  the  fatisfadtion  which  he  re- 
ceived from  Sir  William  Wheler’s  advice.  Sir  William 
Wheier’s  letter  mentioned,  that  he  wanted  a young 
man,  Mr.  Bucknill,  to  examine  it,  and  it  was  his  wifh 
to  have  the  body  opened.  But  the  quedion  for  you 
to  confider  is,  Whether,  on  the  whole  of  his  conduct, 
he  did  endeavour  to  have  the  body  opened  ; for  if,  on 
the  whole,  he  did  not  do  his  endeavour  to  get  the  body 
opened,  but  has  frequently  attempted  to  prevent  it, 
that  will  be  much  dronger  than  faying  either  tvyo,  or 
even  twenty  times,  he  wilhed  to  do  it.  You  will  judge 
fiom  the  evidence  ; and  therefore  it  is  for  you  to  fay, 
"Whether  you  think,  on  the  whole  of  his  conduct,  you 
are  or  not  fatisfied  that  what  he  lays,  in  one  or  two  of 
his  letters,  or  what  he  faid  to  the  young  man,  the  fur- 
geon,  was  his  real  intention  and  meaning.  You  are  to 
judge,  from  the  whole  of  his  conduit,  whether  he  did. 
\yifh  and  endeavour  to  have  every  explanation  given, 
and  to  have  the  body  opened,  or  whether  it  was  only 
ufed  to  throw  a greater  blind  on  the  cafe,  and  that 
he  endeavoured,  by  every  artince,  to  prevent  it.  It 
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he  did  prevent  it,  it  will  be  for  you  to  enquire,  with 
what  view  that  could  be  done  ? Could  it  be  done  with 
any  view  but  to  lecret  the  truth  ? If  therefore  you 
are  fatisfied,  on  the  whole,  that  the  deceafed  was  poifon- 
ed,  the  next  queftion  is,  By  whom  that  poifon  was 
prepared?  You  have  been  truly  told  by  the  Counfel, 
on  the  part  of  the  profecution,  that  it  is  perfectly  imma- 
terial what  was  the  kind  of  poifon  ufed : The  Indict- 
ment ftates  arfenic.  It  is  not  neceffary,  in  point  of  law, 
they  fhould  prove  any  arfenic  at  all  was  adminiftered 
to  the  deceafed.  But  if  you  are  fatisfied  that  he  was 
deftroyed  by  poifon,  and  that  the  prifoner  had  a hand 
in  mixing  up  that  poifon,  and  put  it  in  the  place  of 
medicine,  for  the  purpofe  of  its  being  given  to  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton,  and  it  afterwards  was  given  to 
him,  and  was  the  caufe  of  his  death,  that  is  full  evi- 
dence  of  the  offence  which  is  charged  againfl  him. 
Now,  with  regard  to  his  being  the  perfon,  it  rnuft  de-- 
pend  on  the  evidence  that  has  been  Rated  before,  which 
is  produced  againfl:  him  ; every  circumftance  that  I 
have  been  fpeaking  of  is  a degree  of  proof.  And  that 
circumftance  to  which  I can  find  no  anfwer  what- 
ever is  given  ; that  is,  rincing  out  the  bottle ; car- 
ries very  ftrong  marks  of  the  knowledge  in  himfelf, 
there  was  fomething  in  it  which  ought  never  to  be  dif- 
covered.  The  anfwer  he  gives  to  that  is,  he  was  not 
to  gain  any  thing  by  Sir  Theodofius’s  death  ; that  his 
affairs  were  fo  fettled,  and  fo  arranged,  upon  his  mar- 
riage, that  he  never  was  to  get  any  thing  by  Sir  The- 
odofius’s death  ; and,  therefore,  it  w^s  no  motive 
to  commit  fuch  a crime.  Befides  that,  he  had,  in  re- 
peated inftances,  interpofed  to  fave  this  young  man 
from  fcrapes  he  had  got  into.  In  one  inftance  it  is  true, 
in  the  other  it  is  very  flight ; becaufe  it  is  faid,  he  came 
there  : And  fo  far  you  muft  take  it  for  the  credit  of  the 
prifoner,  he  did  go  for  the  purpofe  of  mediating  and 
preventing  mifchief:  But  the  evidence  fays,  there  was 
no  occafion  ; for  the  witnefs  faid  he  underftood  it  was 
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fettled,  before  the  prifoner  came.  But  fo  far  it  is  ma- 
terial, as  the  witnel's  underftood  he  went  from  the  feat 
where  Lady  Boughton  lived,  in  order  to  meet  SirThe- 
odofius,  and  to  prevent  any  mifchief.that  might  enfue. 
Another  fadt  of  that  fort  was  proved  by  Lady  Bough- 
ton,  at  Bath.  She  underftood  he  interfered,  and  put 
an  end  to  a difpute  which  Sir  Theodofris  had  with  fome 
other  perfon.  Now  thefe  are  fadfs  not  to  be  forgotten. 
You  are  to  take  them  into  your  confideration,  and  give 
them  all  the  weight  you  think  in  juftice  they  deferve  ; 
but  you  will  obl'erve,  thefe  quarrels  are  at  a diftance. 
Cne  is  two  years  back,  in  1779.  In  the  year  1778,  he 
prevents  the  mifchief  that  might  arife  in  confequence 
of  quarrels  between  thedeceafedSirTheodofius  and  other 
ptrlons  : That  is  a different  period  of  time  from  that 
which  we  are  talking  ofj  but  that  is  for  your  judge- 
ment. You  hear,  on  the  other  hand,  he  reprefented 
this  young  man  in  a dangerous  ftate  of  health,  and  not 
likely  to  live  long  and  the  reprefentation  is  at  a time 
which  is  very  recent,  and  a fhort  time  before  the  death 
of  Sir  Theodofius.  The  clergyman  fpeaks  of  a tranf- 
action  two  or  three  days  before  his  death.  He  fpeaks 
of  converfations.  Converfations  are  ftrong  things. 
On  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  you  will  fay,  whe- 
ther you  think  they  were  true  or  not.  If  they  were 
not,  then  they  prove  nothing  as  to  this  cafe.  But 
you  mu  ft  take  the  whole  of  the  circumftances  into 
your  confideration  : It  is  for  you  to  decide  on 

this  cafe } in  doing  which  you  are  to  adt  according  to 
the  heft  of  your  judgment  and  your  conicience,  to  find 
out  the  truth  of  the  cafe  •,  and  as  you  find  that  truth,  fo 
you  will  pronounce  your  verdidh 

The  Jury  retired  for  a few  minutes  and,  when  they 
returned,  brought  in  the  prifoner,  GUILTY. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Arraigns  then  addreffed  the  Pri- 
loner.  — John  Donellan,  you  ftand. convidted  of  wilful 

muriher : What  have  you  to  fay,  why  the  Court  ftiould 

not 
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not  pronounce  fentence  of  death  againd  you  according:  to 
law  ? The  Prifoner  then  anfwered,  Not  guilty,  my  Lord. 

After  proclamation  for  filence,  the  Judge  proceeded 
to  pafs  fentence,  in  the  following  words  : 

John  Donellan,  the  offence  of  which  you  now  ftand 
convidled,  next  to  thofe  which  immediately  affeft  the 
ftate,  the  government,  and  the  conftitution  of  this  coun- 
try, is  of  the  blacked:  dye  that  any  man  can  commit. 
For,  of  all  felonies  murder  is  the  moll  horrible,  and  of 
all  murders,  poifon  is  the  mod:  detedable.  Poifoning 
is  a lecret  aft,  againd  which  there  are  no  means  of  pre- 
fer ving  or  defending  a man’s  life  ; and  fo  far  as  there 
can  be  different  degrees  in  crimes  of  the  fame  nature, 
your’s  furpaffes  all  that  has  ever  gone  before  it.  The 
manner  and  the  place  in  which  this  dark  deed  was 
tranfacled,  and  the  perfon  upon  whom  it  was  com- 
mitted, mud:  enhance  your  guilt.  It  was  committed 
under  the  maik  of  frienddiip,  and  by  the  greated  im- 
pofition,  on  an  unfortunate  mother,  and  a dill  more 
unfortunate  unlufpedling  young  man.  It  was  committed 
in  a place  where  fufpicion,  at  the  indant,  mud  have 
dept  ; where  you  had  accefs,  as  a bofom-friend  and 
bi  other,  where  you  faw  the  ridng  reprefentative  of  an 
ancient  family  predcie  in  affluence,  but  where  your 
ambition  proudly,  but  falfely,  taught  you  to  imagine 
that  you  might  live  in  fplendour  and  happinefs,  if  he 
whom  you  thought  your  only  obdacle  were  removed. 
Probably  the  greatnefs  of  his  fortune  caufed  the  °reat- 
nefs  of  your  offence.  And  I am  fully  fatisfied,  on  the 
evidence  given  againd  you,  that  avarice  was  your  mo- 
tive,  and  hypocriiy  ferved  you  with  the  means.  That 
the  deed  was  done  by  you,  which  not  only  hadened 
him,  but  which  very  foon  removed  him  to  an  untime- 
ly grave  has  been  fully  proved  to  the  fatisfadion 
of  myfelt  and  the  Jury  ; and  I think  it  impoffible  to 
find  a perfon  of  the  meaned  capacity  amongd  the  nu- 
merous audience  who  dand  around  you,  that  can  doubt 
about  your  guilt.  In  mod  cafes  of  murder,  it  has 
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pleafed  heaven,  by  fome  mark  or  other,  to  point  out 
the  guilty  perfon  •,  and  all  the  care  and  forefight  of  the 
rood  cunning  and  the  cooled  offender,  is  not  able  to 
guard  againd  fome  token,  fome  circumdance  which  has 
left  the  door  open  to  a difeovery,  that  they  imagined 
they  had  perfedly  barred  up  all  accefs  to.  In  your 
cafe  the  fadts  of  the  accounts  which  have  been  given  by 
yourfelf,  the  mifreprefentations  which  you  have  held 
out  to  Sir  William  Wheler,  the  endeavours  that  you 
have  ufed  to  prevent  a full  enquiry  to  difeover  the 
truth  of  .the  cafe,  the  drange  conversations  which  you 
have  held  at  different  times,  and  that  circumdance  of 
rincing  cut  the  bottle,  leave  your  cafe  without  the  fmal- 
led  doubt.  In  fuch  a cafe  as  your’s,  fupported  by  fuch 
cogent  proofs  as  have  been  adduced  againd  you,  you 
can  receive  nothing  from  the  tribunal  before  which 
you  now  dand  but  dried  and  equal  judice-,  but  you 
will  loon  appear  before  an  Almighty  Judge,  whofe  un- 
fathomable wifdom  is  able,  by  means  incomprehenfible 
to  our  narrow  capacities,  to  reconcile  judice  with  mer- 
cy. Your  education  mud  have  informed  you,  and  you 
will  do  well  to  remember,  that  fuch  beneficence  is  only 
to  be  obtained  by  deep  contrition,  by  found,  unfeigned, 
and  fubdantial  repentance.  May  it  pleafe  that  great 
and  aweful  Being,  during  the  fhort  time  that  is  allotted 
for  your  exidence  in  this  world,  to  work  that  repen- 
tance, and  that  contrition  in  ycrur  mind,  which  will 
prepare  you  for  his  everlading  mercy.  But  the  punifh- 
ment  which  the  public  has  a right  to  demand,  and 
which  I mud  infii6t  on  you,  is  fpeedy  and  ignominious 
death.  And  the  fentence  therefore  which  I pronounce 
on  you  is.  That  you  be  taken  from  hence  to  the  place 
from  whence  you  came  •,  and,  from  thence,  on  Mon- 
day next,  you  be  carried  to  the  place  of  execution, 
there  to  be  hanged  by  the  neck  until  you  are  dead,  and 
that  your  body  be,  afterwards,  delivered  to  the  iurge- 
ons,  to  be  differed  and  anatomized : And  may  God 
Almighty  have  mercy  on  your  foul  ! 

finis. 


